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To the Right Honourable 


10 HK 


Earl of O R & E RT. 


My. Lo Rp, 


OUR Lordſhip s per- 
miſſion to prefix your 
name to this Tranſla- 
tion was an honour too great 
for a work ſo inconfiderable, 
and which indeed I had not 
adventured to ſollicit, but 
that PHAL ARIS ſeem'd 
to have a claim to your pro- 
tection ; and I flatter d my- 

ſelf, however unbecoming his 
3 dreſs, 
3 
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DEDICATION. 


dreſs, the eſteem, in which he 
was held by the late Lord 


Orrery, would recommend him 


to your Lordſhip, and could 
not fail of ſecuring him a fa- 
vourable reception. 

Tris will find your Lord- 
ſhip, removed from the noiſe 
and buſtle of a venal idle 
world, in a peaceful retirement, 


chere your hours are employ- 
ed in a manner very diflerent 


from others of your rank and 
ſtation, in the ſtudy of polite 


literature, and the enjoyment 


of that domeſtic happineſs, 
which 1s the beſt reward of 


honour and virtue. 
FROM your Lordſhip's 


compleat knowledge of the 


Original, 


2 
3 
1 


DEDICATION. 
Original, I have reaſon to fear 
the ſevereſt judgment on the 
Tranſlation; but, as your 
Lordſhip is ſufficiently ac- 
quainted with the difficulty of 
transfuſing the ſtrength and 
ſpirit of one language into a- 
nother, I hope you will the 
more readily pardon the faults, 
and excuſe the inaccuracies of 
the following performance , 
which is humbly ſubmitted to 
your Lordſhip, by 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's 
moſt devoted 
moſt obedient 


humble & ervant 


T. FRANCKLIN, 


A 
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| PREFACE. 


HERE is ho kind of wil- 
ting, which can boaſt of 
more admiters than the 

epiſtolary. The letters of the Greeks 
and Romans, which have been pre- 
ſerved, are look d upon by the learned 


world as the moſt precious remains 


of antiquity. This may eaſily be ac- 
counted for, when we conſider that 


the real characters of great men are 


perhaps better known by ſuch pri- 


vate anecdotes as are uſually inter- 


2 fſperſed in theſe friendly correſpon- 


2 dencies, than in the pompous ac- 


4 counts of their public tranſactions, 


which we learn from the hiſtorian. 
: 3 We 


— . U 
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We take a pleaſure in ſeeing the 


prince, the lawgiver, the orator, or 


the poct, in the humbler ſphere of 
domeſtic life, and writing without 
art or reſerve as a father, a brother, 


or a friend. We are proud of be- 
ing, as it were, admitted to a ſe- 


cret intimacy with ſuch men; a 


kind of pride, which may not im- 


probably be attended with a mali- 


.cious ſatisfaction in diſcovering their 
weakneſſes and imperfections, and 


finding them ſometimes on a level 
with Ourſelves. 
Some indeed, and 3 of 


late years, have appcar'd, which were 
* PP 


certainly wrote with a deſign of 


being made public. Thoſe of Bal- 
Zac, Voiture, Pope, and ſeveral o- 
thers, are apparently wrote more to 
the reader than the friend; which 


mult doubtleſs deprive us af great 


part of that pleaſure we ſhould o- 
therwile take in them, 


The 


The PRE FACE. 111 
The following Epiſeles, aſcribed 


to Phalaris, were received as his 
for above a thouſand years, and 
look'd upon by the antients as the 
moſt perfect things of their kind. 
Suidas, Stobœus, Fi Aretine, 
and many other eminent writers, 
give them the higheſt character, 
and even thoſe few, who deny or 
doubt the genuineneſs of them, 


; have not refuſed them the com- 
4 mendations, which they deſerve. 
| But before I enter into the me- 
 rits of the Epiſiles, it may not be 
JI ' Improper to make the reader ac- 
E YN quainted (as far as the dark hiſtory | 
of of thoſe times will give us leave) 
7 with the celebrated tyrant, whole 
name they bear. 
o I Phalaris was born at AMfypalæa, 
hh ; a city of Crete; where, though 
at deprived of his parents when young, 
O- he had the good fortune to meet 
= with friends, who beſtow'd on him 
: a liberal education; by the aſſiſt- 
he = RR _ 
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ance of which, together with the 
advantage of uncommon parts and 
application, he acquired great Know- 
ledge in the art of government. 
But, being from his infancy bold 
and aſpiring, he engaged in an un- 
ſucceſsful attempt to ſeize the ſu- 
preme power, and was baniſh'd 
out of Crete; from whence he re- 
tired, leaving his wife and ſon be- 
hind him, to Agrigentum in Sicily; 
where the people, whom he had 
artfully perſuaded into an opinion 
of his wiſdom and courage, being 
at that time engaged in building 
their temple, appointed him chief 
ſurveyor of the works. He laid 
hold of the opportunity, and hav- $ 
ing gain'd the whole body of la- | 
bourers to his party, with no other 
arms but their tools, he fo conduct- 
ed his hazardous enterprize as to 
territy and ſubdue the inhabitants, 

and make himſelf maſter of the 
city, in the fifty-ſecond Olympiad, 
| and 


Par MM 


and reign'd there, according to 
Euſebius, twenty-eight, or, accord- 

ing to others, fixteen years. A 
power ſo acquired could not be 
maintain'd without ſome bloodſhed, 

and before he had fix'd himſelf in 

the government, many conſpiracies 

muſt of. courſe have been form'd 
againſt him; all which he was ſo 
fortunate as to diſcover and ſup- 
preſs. Neceſſity obliged him to 

take ample revenge on ſuch as were 
concern'd in them; and to this 

: unavoidable cruelty, which in his 

» Epiſtles he fo frequently endeavours 
co palliate and excuſe, we mult a- 

ſcribe the many odious names, with 
Z which he is branded in hiſtory. 

A It has frequently been objected, 
that hiſcorians repreſent him as the 
Z moſt cruel and deteſtable tyrant, 
and allow him none of thoſe amia- 
ble qualities, which ee Epiſtles 
ſo liberally beſtow on him. But 
this is methinks a difficulty very 
a ceeaſily 
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eaſily got over; for beſides that a 
perfectly bad man, without one 
virtue to recommend him, is per- 


haps as rarely to be met with, as 


the perfect wiſe, or good, it is 
ſcarce probable that Phalaris would 
ſo long have held the power he 
had uſurp'd without ſome diſtin- 
guiſhable good qualities to extenu- 
ate his faults, and conciliate the 
affections of his people. 


I ſhall paſs over the ſtory of 


Perilaus, as it is generally known, 
and becauſe the principal circum- 
ſtances of it are mention'd both in 
the Phalaris of Lucian, and in ſe- 
veral of HEI Epiſtles. 

Phalaris, 
conduct, bn ſeveral nations, 
and according to Suidas made 


himſelf maſter of all Hicily. That 


he was a great friend and patron 


of learning and learned men ſuf- 
ficiently appears from his behavi- 


our to Steſfichorus, à celebrated 
4 poet 


by his courage and 


. 
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poet of Himera in Sicily, and 
a man of the firſt rank for wiſ- 
dom and authority amongſt his 
fellow-citizens. The Himereans, 
contrary to his advice, choſe Pha- 
laris for their guardian and pro- 
tector; but quickly repenting of 
their miſconduct, Ste ſichorus was 
extremely active in promoting the 
deſign of a revolt. Being inter- 
cepted in his paſſage to Corinth, he 
was brought before Phalaris, when 
he behaved with _a firmneſs and 
intrepidity, which ſtruck the tyrant 
with ſuch an eſteem and admira- 


tion of him as probably laid the 


foundation of that memorable 


friendſhip between them ſo often 
mention'd in the Ep:/zles. 

In regard to the manner of Pha- 
laris's death we have no account, 
which can be relied on, as aue 
are much divided about it; though 
the moſt generally NN opinion 


is, that having maintain d the ty- 


B 4 ranny 


lll f 


f 


Vil The PrxxrAcE. 


ranny ſome years, not without per- 


petual factions, and the utmoſt diſ- 


quietude, the people at laſt roſe up, 
and deſtroy'd him. 


As Greece was in thoſe ages an 


utter ſtranger to tyranny and ar- 


bitrary power, (for according to 


Pliny he was the firſt tyrant that 
ever reign'd) it is no wonder that 
the Aprigentines, even tho Phalaris 
had been a much milder maſter, 
ſhould endeavour to ſhake off the 
yoke ; or that they ſhould, as 


| Plutarch informs us, n te 


ly after his death ſend forth ſtrict 


orders forbidding any man to wear 


a blue garment; which it ſeems 


was the colour worn by Phalaris's 
guards; ; that ſo not the leaſt trace 


or footltep might remain of a form 
of government, which they held 3 in 


the greateſt deteſtation. 

It will naturally | be expected that 
I ſhould here fay ſomething of the 
celebrated diſpute between the late 


lord 


= 2 
o 443 
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concerning #heſe Epiſtles. 


duced a book, 


The Parracn, in 
lord Orrery and doctor Bentley 


It will, 
J think, be ſufficient to inform this 


vnlearned reader (which all beſides 


are already acquainted with) that in 


the year 1695, the late lord Or- 
rery, by the deſire of doctor A 
drich, then dean of Chriſi-Church, 


put out a new and correct Gi 


of the Epiſtles with a Latin tranſla- 
tion. A reflection on doctor Bernt- 
ley in « preface occaſion'd a ſmall 
quarrel between them, which pro- 
publiſh'd about two 
years and a half after by the doc- 


tor, call'd, A diſſertation on the E- 


Piſtles of Phala#is. The diſſertation 
was anſwer d by mr. Boyle, and re- 
plied to by doctor Bentley. The 
controverſy was on both ſides car- 
ried on with great learning and 
ſpirit, and convinced the world that 
no ſubject was ſo inconſiderable, 


but, if in the hands of able men, 


might 


= . 
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might produce ſomething worthy 
of their attention. 


I never heard my lord Orrery 8 
abilities as a ſcholar call'd in que- 


ſtion, and doctor Bentley was al- 


ways look'd on as a man of wit 


and parts, and yet I have been aſ- 
ſured that, whilſt the diſpute was 
in its height, the partizans of each 


ſide behaved with a partiality, u- 


ſual in ſuch caſes. The friends of 
Phalaris and mr. Boyle would not 
allow their adverſary any wit, whilſt 
the doctor's advocates on the o- 
ther hand made it their buſi- 


nels to repreſent mr. Boyle as void 


of learning; and 25 ee all the 


merit of = book to the aſſiſtance 


of ſome men of diſtinguiſh'd merit 


in the college and univerſity, of 


which he was member, and ſo far 
did this malicious aſſertion prevail, 
that doctor Swift alludes to it as a 
fact in his batzle of the books, where 

he 


N 


e . i. 
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have never yet done, I ſee no rea- 


The PR ETA k. xi 
he ſays, that Boyle had a ſuit of 


armour given him by all the gods. 
Many indeed, who gave into this 
fooliſh opinion, did at the ſame 
time allow, in juſtice to the late 
lord Orrery, that if the weapons 
were put into his hand he had at 


leaſt the ſkill to manage them to 


the beſt advantage. 
To recompenſe any uneaſineſs, 
which might ariſe from reports of 


this kind, mr. Boyle had the ſecret 


fa 0 of ke his enemies, 
whilſt they endeavour'd to leſſen 
his reputation, pay him the higheſt 
compliment, by attributing his 
work to the Literati of Chriſt- 
Church; who, if they had really 


been 1 'd in it any farther 


than in caſual hints of converſation 


on the ſubject, would I believe long 
before this time have clear'd their 
titles to a ſhare in the reputation 
acquired by it; which as they 


ſon 
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ſon why mr. Boyle ſhould not be 
look'd upon as gut ſole author of 


that piece; or why, as the labour 


and the merit of it was his own, 


his claim to the deſerved applauſe 


it has met with ſhould ever for the 
future be call'd in queſtion. 


It was indeed this celebrated con- 
troverly, which firſt induced me 
to read, and afterwards to tranſlate 


theſe Epiſtles, that ſuch as had not 
ſeen it might by 


quainted with the ſubject, and bet- 
ter enabled to judge of its merit. 
To the diſpute itſelf therefore I re- 
fer the reader, and Hatter myſelf 


that however unentertaining the E- 
piſtles may prove, he will at leaſt 


think himſelf obliged to me for 


leading him to a book that will 
make him fuficient amends. 
I know there are ſtill many, who 


have never read the controverſy ; 


and yet more, who are utter ſtran- 


gers to the ſubject of it, who ne- 


vertheleſs 


this means be acq- 
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vertheleſs pronounce them genuine 
or ſpurious, according to their dif- 
ferent prejudices in regard to the 
two illuſtrious diſputants. I muſt 
beg ſuch to confult 2e letters; tho 
I think the diſpute, however deter- 
mined, does not in the leaſt affect 
a tranſlator of them. If the rea- 
dier finds the matter and buſineſs 

of them more anſwerable to the 

character given them by ſir Wil- 
- = Ham Temple *, than that beſtow'd 


4 8 
T) 7 
* The honourable ſir William Temple s character of 


4 the Epiſtles of Phalaris : 
T "2 <©< lt may perhaps be farther affirm'd, in favour of 
s the antients, that the oldeſt books we have are {til 


- in their kind the beſt. The two moſt antient that 
* 1 know of in profe, among thoſe, we call profane 
authors, are Æ ſop's Fables and Phalaris's Epiſtles; 

T both living near the ſame time, which was that of 
1 "3M << Cyrus and Pythagoras. As the firſt hath been 
i << agreed by all ages ſince for the greateſt maſter in 


nn <* his kind ; and all others of that fort have been but 


x | « imitators of his original; ſo I think the Ep:i/tles 


O of Phalaris to have more race, more ſpirit, more 


* „force of wit and genius than any others I have ever 
, „ ſeen, either antient or modern. I know ſeveral 
1— learned men (or that uſually paſs for ſuch, under 
3 „ the name of critics) have not eſteem'd them ge- 
c XZ © nuine, and that Politian and ſome others have at- 

18 | 
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on them by doctor Bentley +, he 


will not I believe be extremely ſo- 
licitous about their author. It has 
been affirm'd, that Virgil did not 
write the Aneid, nor Tacitus the 
Annals, which are aſcribed to him; 

an 


« tributed them to Lucian; but T think he muſt have 


< little ſkill in painting that cannot find out this to be 
« an original; ſuch diverſity of paſſions upon ſuch va- 
<« riety of actions and paſſages of life and govern- 
<< ment, ſuch freedom of thought, ſuch boldneſs of 
« expreſſion, ſuch bounty to his friends, ſuch ſcorn 
„ of his enemies, ſuch honour of learned men, ſuch 


s eſteem of good, ſuch knowledge of life, ſuch con- 


<< tempt of death, with ſuch fierceneſs of nature and 
« cruelty of revenge, could never be repreſented but 
by him that poſleſs'd them. And I efteem Lucian 
to have been no more capable of writing than of 
acting what Phalaris did. In all one writ you find 
« the ſcholar or the ſophiſt : in all the other the ty- 
rant or the commander.” E ay upon antient and 
modern learning. | 


+ Dr. Bentley's character of the Epiſtles of Phala- 
1is. 

«© That ſome of the oldeſt books are the beſt in their 
e Aude, is no new obſervation; but the choice of 
« Phalaris and Æſop, as they are now extant, for 
<© the two great inimitable originals, is a piece of cri- 
< ticiſm of a peculiar eomplexion, and muſt proceed 
from a ſingularity of palate and judgment. The 
«« cenſures, that are made from ſtile and language a- 
lone, are commonly nice and uncertain, and de- 
„ pend upon ſlender notices. So that if I had no 

« other 


Ld 
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and there is ſcarce an author in all 
antiquity, whoſe works have not 
been diſputed by ſome ſagacious 


critic, and declared ſpurious. 


other argument but the ſtile to detect the ſpuri- 
ouſneſs of Phalaris's Epiſtles, I myſelf ſhould be 
ſatisfied with that alone, but I durſt not hope to 
convince every body elſe. To paſs by the argu- 
ments from words and language, to me the ve 

matter and buſineſs of the letters ſufficiently diſco- 
ver them to be an impoſture. What force of wit 
and ſpirit in the ftile, what lively painting of hu- 
mourſome fancy they diſcern there, I will not exa- 
mine nor diſpute. But methinks little ſenſe and 
judgment 1s ſhewn in the groundwork and ſubject 
of them. Take them in the whole bulk ; if a 
great perſon would give me leave, I ſhould ſay, 
they are a fardle of common places, without any 
life or ſpirit from action or circumſtance, Do but 
caſt your eye upon Cicero's letters, or any ſtateſ- 
man's, as Phalaris was; what lively characters of 
men there | what deſcriptions of place! what no- 
tifications of time ! what particularity of circum- 
ſtances ! what multiplicity of deſigns and events! 
when you return to theſe again, you feel by the 


emptineſs and deadneſs of them, that you converſe 


with ſome dreaming pedant with his elbow on the 


_ deſk; not with an active ambitious tyrant, with 


his hand on his ſword, commanding a million of 
ſubjects. All that takes or effects you is a ſtiffneſs, 
and ſtatelineſs, and operoſeneſs of ſtile : but as that 
is improper and unbecoming in all epiſtles, ſo e- 
ſpecially it is quite aliene from the character of 
Phalaris, a man of bufineſs and diſpatch.” Doctor 


I 


Bentley's Di ſertation upon Phalaris. 


xvi The PRE ACF. 
I have not enter'd into any of 
the points of the controverſy, as it 


would be a diſagreeable as well as 


an unneceſſary taſk, but ſhall only 
obſerve, that tho ſeveral very ſpe- 
cious arguments are brought by 
doctor Bentley, the ſtrongeſt of 
them do only affect particular E- 
piſtles; which, as mr. Boyle ob- 


3 6 do not hurt = whole 


15 body; - for in a collection of 
* pieces that have no dependence 
c on each other, as epiſtles, epi- 


* 


0 


* 


« ber may be exicreaſed by the wan- 


c tonneſs and vanity of imitators 


- 


* 


in after- times, and yet the book 


be authentic in the main, and 


66 an original ſtill.” 


Some have attributed zheſe Epi- 


les to Lucian, and particularly 
Angelus Politianus, Lilius Giral- 


dus, and Bourdelotius, but for 
what reaſons I cannot conceive ; 
unleſs, as mr. Boyle obſerved, on 
account 


grams, fables. the firſt num 


om fonlam., PEA , On 8 —— — : „„ . ' ld 1 „ 


l 4 1 no. . aan — 1 N — = » "4759 
P a — Ts «6 — * 69S I \ n — 4 ng Wis 
1 4 — ” Poe Oe . POS. cs a+ ER n 8 BE DT SSD R p 3 rag? gt EN r Wo n > 
\ 8 . 25 , | I . o dn na E ER I ie —. as nc Bp Pr Koa on a dg EO — 
bin” * > . 3 n wa x x „ hs a EE tal nf TSS WC c Ew — 2 oy F rr n 8 3 5 N « a a G 
, a R — 95 SIRE, 2 i er I Er en EP", NEL Ea reds WL IG 22 by I N Che ERR 8 1 r 8 28 ae re. 4 . : 
A * Sy 5 1 VIC. . r Twas D ALD) foros . 2 — oy, 5 (8285 2 > PE po. = nn tg IT a Rs gs 2 0 2, 75g * Lo BE 2 
— y he LE R —— R . ² A Lot ot 4 5 2 5 4 - E 7 3 N k > DEAT 2 
20 a ͤ nr 5 oo NS Sn N 2 S . I 8 * ** : N 
n ND SES. EOS In * * e 
66771 : 
— RES 
. 


The PxEFace. XV11 


account of the two following de- 


clamations ; which, as they contain 
an artful defence of the ſuppoſed 
author of the Epiſtles, and are the 
performance of a writer univerſally 
admired, I have prefix d to this 
U 

The firſt is an oration of the 
ambaſſadors of Phalaris to the 
prieſts of Delphos, to whom he 1s 
ſuppoſed to have dedicated the fa- 
mous Brazen Bull, after having ta- 
ken out Perilaus alive, that fo no- 
ble a preſent deſign d for the Gods 
ſhould not be contaminated by his 


death; neither of which remarka- 
ble circumſtances are mention'd in 
the Epiſtles; where the hiſtory and 
behaviour of Phalaris are repreſent- 
ed in a manner very different from 
that, which we meet with in Lucian, 
Y who deſcribes him as confeſſing lily 
guilt, pleads for pardon with moſt 
ſubmiſſion, and acts in a mean and 
1 timorous manner, very inconſiſtent 


1 with 
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with his received character, and 
without that inſolence, pride, and 
flerceneſs, which ſo ſtrongly mark 
the tyrant in the Epiſtles. 

The ſecond, which is much ſhort- 
er, is a ſpeech of one of the prieſts, 
who endeavours to perſuade his bre- 
thren to accept of the preſent, and 
ſeems meant by Lucian as a kind of 
{atirical invective againſt the avarice 
and ſelfiſhneſs of thoſe, who preſid- 
ed over the buſineſs of the oracle. 
Whatever was the deſign of them 
both I cannot i kg - but it 1s 
certain they are ſo difianc from the 
Epiſtles in ſtile, ſentiment, and every 
other circumſtance, tnat we cannot 
caſily believe them to be the work 

11005 of the ſame author. 
1% | As theſe Epiſtles have of late 


years, and particularly during the 
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N made ſo much noiſe in the world, | 
I it is very extraordinary that we ſhould 8 

never * have had any tolerable = 


1 #h. ve 
. 
7 4 
V4 7 
T3 1 
3 
* 1 * 
y GR 20, 
„ 
AER 
N 
8 
1 
3 
e 
y 7 GY 
4 


5 a 
> 
8 : : 
Ju J E oh 134 
19 
1 
% 


0 j j 


; [13 ih 
JT 3 
7 1 
. 5 148 
' þ 1 
4 * 4347 
i; | 
1444 
» 


| 


4 N 


The PRE V ACE. | Xix 


good tranſlation of them into our 
own tongue. 

Mr. Budgel has given us a few 
particular Wh in his life of lord 
Orrery; where he has taken the li- 
berty of flinging out or inſerting ſeve- 
Et ral words or ſentences as he thought 
d FJ proper; an indulgence, which a 

tranſlator of the whole ſhould not, 
ce I think, be allow'd. 
d- There is a tranſlation of them (if 
le. tit may becall'd ſuch) by mr. 7/hazely 
of Magdalen College, Oxford; who, 
contrary to the cuſtom of tranſlate 
ſeems to. have had a very con- 
temptible opinion of his author ; 
and as he thought but meanly of 
xk = the original he has taken care not 

= to flatter him in his picture; for if 

his deſign, which was indeed a 
very odd one, was to prejudice his 
rſy, readers againſt the book, it has 
1d, ſufficiently anſwer' d the purpoſe. 
uld FF Beſides this very poor repreſen- 
ible tation of Phalaris, I met with ano- 
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ther printed in 1634, where the 
author confeſſes in his preface tan 
he had no {kill in Greek, but had MF: 
done it from the moſt approved . 
tranſlations in three ſeveral lan- 
guages. 
I cannot but in juſtice acknow- 
ledge myſelf much indebted to the 
accurate and eloquent Latin ver- 
ion of the Epiſiles by the late 
lord Orrery; which. was of great 
ſervice to me in explaining {ome 
very obſcure paſlag ges. The whole 
is fo juſtly and at the ſame time 
ſo: cloſely render'd, that if I had 
faithfully wanllawd them from 
mr. Boyle, I am fatisfy'd, had I 
been as utter a ſtranger to the 
Greek tongue as the gentleman I 
juſt now mention'd, unleſs I had 
choſe like him to . my ig- 
norance, very few would have been 
able to diſcover it. 
In regard to the merit of the 
following work, I ſhall only ſay, 
that 


f much as 
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© that it was at firſt done with plea- 
ſure for private amuſement, and 
7 fance reviſed with care for publick 


© peruſal. I have endeavour'd, as 


poſſible, to retain that 
© ſpirit and fimplicity ſo remarkable 
in the original, and have neither 
| added to nor omitted any ſenti- 
ment of my author ; but where 
the ſenſe was c as I found 
it in many places, han given that, 
' which ſeem'd moſt agreeable to 
the ſubject, and of a piece with 


A what goes before it. 


I have added a few Epiſiles, ex- 


i traced from the collection publiſh'd 
2 by Cujacius. Thoſe of Euripides, con- 


trary to the opinion of the learned 


profeſſor Barnes, who aſſerts them 
to be genuine, have been look d 
upon by ſome as ſpurious, and 


particularly by dr. Bentley, who 
has attack d them in a ſhort piece 
added to his Diſſertation on Pha- 
laris. What I have given the rea- 
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der from A®ſchines and Demoſthenes 


Have, I believe, never yet been con- 


troverted, but have had the good 


fortune to be eſteem'd highly wor- 


thy a place among the works of 
thoſe illuſtrious orators. 


The Epiſtles of Hippocrates are 


wrote with the greateſt elegance 
and perſpicuity. There runs through 


them a vein of morality and a lau- 
dable contempt of riches, which 
highly recommend the character of 
that great phyſician, and do ho- 
nour to his noble profeſſion. The 


laſt, which is perhaps the beſt of 


this ſmall collection, is a ſevere ſa- 
tire on the vices wa follies of men, 
and fill'd with the moſt judicious 
reflections on human lite, and man- 
ners. 


It will eaſily be perceived, "IR 


| theſe Letters were not written in the 


order, in which they now ſtand; 
an error in the compilers, which I 


at firſt intended to rectify, but af- 


terwards 
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rerwards changed my deſign, on 


recollecting, that as in this caſe the 


be alter'd, the learned reader could 


| ; number at the head of each muſt 
1 
L not on any occaſion ſo readily turn 


to the original, 


F It this ſhort ſpecimen al the epi- 


ſtolary writings of the antients 
cets with a favourable reception, 
I ſhall probably be induced to ſe- 
lect and tranſlate ſome more for 


the entertainment of * Engliſh 
reader. 
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Of the AMBASSADORS of 


HA L ARI S, 


i To the. | 
Prieſts of DELPHOS. 


Tranſlated from LUCIAN. 


LON tes. NNE Sz} 


. SS 
r 
Nee 


— 


HAL AXIS, our ſovereign, hath 
ſent us to you, O Delpbians, to pre- 
4 ſent this Bull to Apollo, and at the 
ſame time to acquaint you with ſome ne— 
ceſſary truths, both in regard to himſelf and 
the gift he offers. This is the buſineſs, which 
brought us hither; and this the meſlage, 
hich we here deliver to you, in obedience to 
his commands. That all Greece, faith 
1 Phalaris, ſhould know me to be what J am, 
4 nd not ſuch a one as the lying report of the 
envious hath repreſented me to the ignorant 
orld, is an honour I would gladly pur- 
AEhale at the expence of every thing I am 
| F _ d of; and Seh all, that I mag at thus 
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thoſe, who are as it were the friends and 


companions of the deity ; for I am con- 
vinced, if I can clear myſelf in your opinion 
from the imputation of cruelty ſo falſely laid 


to my charge, I ſhall ſtand acquitted before 


all mankind. To the truth of what I 
aſſert I call God to witneſs, whom no 
falſhood can impoſe on, or man deceive, 


Mortals may be deluded; but from God, d 


above all from our God, no ſecret can lye hid, 


SpRUNG from one of the nobleſt families in 
Agrigentum, liberally educated, and verſed 
in all the politer arts of Greece, I ſoon be- 
came popular in the city, and in the admi- 


ſtration of publick affairs behaved with the 


utmoſt equity and moderation towards my 
partners in the government ; nor in the 
early part of my life was I ever accuſed of 
cruelty, or oppreſſion ; of a reproachful, or 
obſtinate diſpoſition. But when I perceived 


that thoſe, who differ'd from me in their ſen- 


timents of publick affairs, were plotting a- 


gainſt and endeavouring by all the means in 


their power to deſtroy me, and in conſequence 
of this a diſſention aroſe amongſt the citizens, 
I found that the only method of providing 
for 
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for the ſecurity both of myſelf and the com- 
monwealth, was to put a ſtop to the conſpi- 
racy by force, and reduce the whole body 
to ſubmiſſion. A deſign, which many of 
the moſt eminent citizens, who had the good 
of the republick at heart, approved, when 


they were convinced of the neceſſity of ſuch 
a reſolution. 


With theſe to aſſiſt me, I could 
not fail of ſucceſs. They raiſed no more 
diſturbance, and I poſſeſs'd myſelf of the ſu- 
preme power. All complaints were imme» 
diately filenced; but no baniſhments, ſlaugh- 
ters, or proſeriptions were ever excerciſed even 
on the conſpirators, though ſuch neceſſary 
exertions of authority are generally made 
uſe of in the firſt eſtabliſhment of a tyranny. 
But I had reaſon to hope that by acts of 
mercy and generolity, and an equal diſtri- 
bution of rewards, I ſhould with more than 
ordinary facility bring them to obedience ; 
and therefore, mutual pledges being given on 
each ſide, I laid by all animoſities with my 
enemies, and even made uſe of moſt of ta 
as my friends and counſellors. 


By the negligence of the magiſtrates the 


City was almoſt ruin d; the publick treaſury 


B 2 openly 


l j 


e 


1 


0 j my | | 


— 


i 
Wl 


— — 


r 


openly plunder'd. I adorn'd it with magnifi- 
cent buildings, ſecured it with walls, repair'd 
the aqueducts, and encreaſed thoſe revenues, 
which ſtill remain'd to the ſtate. The young 
men I took under my inſpection, ſupply'd 
the neceſſities of the old, and attach'd the 
people to my intereſts by publick ſhews, 


feaſts, and largeſſes. The corruption of 
our youth, the” deflowering of virgins, the 


carrying away other men's wives, the 
ſending ſoldiers into private houſes, the in- 
ſolence of imperious maſters, and the like, I 
ever look'd upon with the utmoſt abhor- 


rence. At length I refolved with myſelt to lay 


down the tyranny, and employ'd my thoughts 


wholly on the propereſt method of procuring 


eaſe and retirement during the reſt of my life; 


for to hold the ſupreme power, and take the 


whole burthen of affairs on myſelf, was, I 
found by experience, a cruel taſk, which 


could only ſubject me to envy, labour, and 
anxiety, I even endeavour'd to eſtabliſh a 


commonwealth, and to free the city, for the 
future, from that arbitrary power, which I 
had myſelf poſſeſs d. Whilſt I was delibe- 
rating on this, thoſe very men, whom I had 
before pardon'd, enter d into a new conſpiracy 


againſt | 


r 
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againſt me; conſulted privately about the ex- 


ecution of it; raiſed arms and money; begg'd 
the aſſiſtance of the neighbouring ſtates 
and even ſent embaſſies into Greece to the 
Athentans and Lacedemonians, proclaiming 
openly at the ſame time thoſe tortures, 
which they had reſerved for me, in caſe I 
fell into their hands, and that they would 
compel me to be my own executioner ; but 
I eſcaped their rage, and defeated their de- 
ſigns; thanks to the gracious Gods, and 
above all to Apollb, who forewarn'd me by 
dreams, and inform'd me ſecretly of all that 
paſs'd. Had you yourſelves, O Delphians, 
been in the fame fituation, and under the 
ſame dreadful apprehenſions, I doubt not but 
you would have acted in the ſame manner. 
Tranſport yourſelves in thought, I beſeech 
you, with me to Agrigentum view their pre- 


= parations, hear their menaces, and tell me 


what I ought to have done. Should I again 


pardon, and tamely bear every thing they 
would inflict on me, yield myſelf up to ſlavery, 
and ſec all I held dear in the world periſhing 
Xx betore my face? or, on the other hand, 
1 eſteeming this the part of a fool, and that 
it better became a manly mind to reſent the 
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injury, ſhould J not ſecure my future ſafe ty 


by revenging myſelf on my enemies? This 
doubtleſ is the advice, you would have given 
me; and how did I behave ? I ſummon'd the 
criminals before me, produced the articles 
laid to their charge, and on the fulleſt exa- 


mination, when they were not able to deny 


their guilt, IJ puniſh'd them deſervedly ; not 
ſo much on account of their conſpiracy a- 
gainſt my life, as becauſe they had, by that 
means, put it out of my power ever to exe- 


cute the deſign I had propoſed. 


From that time I have been always obliged 


to ſurround myſelf with guards, and to puniſh 


with the utmoſt rigour every attempt againſt 
me; and therefore am I ſtiled cruel by 
ſuch as do not confider the neceſſity of 
this behaviour; ſuch as exclaim againſt 
the puniſhment of the offenders with- 
out reflecting on their crimes; which 
is juſt as equitable, as if a perſon, who 
ſhould ſee a ſacrilegious wretch thrown 


from the Rock by your orders, ſhould 
accuſe you of cruelty for thus puniſhing a 
Græcian, in a place ſo near the Temple; 
never at the ſame time remembring 


His 


fe ty 
This 
iven 
the 
1cles 
EXA- 


PHAL ARIS. 7 


his guilt, or calling to mind that he had 
1 perhaps enter'd the Temple by night, ſtoll'n 


your offerings, or even laid impious hands on 
the ſtatue of your God. Were a man, I ſay, 


thus ridiculouſly to aſperſe you, you would 


yourſelves ſmile at the accuſation, and all men 
applaud your juſtice. In reality, the populace, 
who never weigh the merit of him, who go- 
verns, hate the name of a tyrant; and, juſt or 


unjuſt, they are at all events reſolved to deſtroy 
him, even tho' he were an Aacus, a Minos, 
or a Rhadamanth. The evil actions of the 


ill treatment. 


bad are ever before their eyes, nor are the good 


(as the appellation of tyrant is common to 
them both) leſs ſubject to their hatred and 
I have heard of many wiſe 
and virtuous men, who tho' they bare the 
name of tyrants, even in the worſt ſenſe, 
in which it is moſt generally received, 


have behaved with the greateſt mildnefs and 
humanity ; ſome of whoſe moral and ſenten- 


tious maxims are now repolited in your 
Temple. 


LAWGIVERS have ever look'd on puniſh- 
ments as abſolutely neceſſary in a ſtate; be- 
ing perſuaded that, without the fear of them, 
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affairs could not poſſibly be carried on; and 


] am ſatisfied, to tyrants they are {till more 
uſeful, as we rule by force alone, and are 
perpetually obnoxious to fuch as hate and 
conſpire againſt us; ſo that terrors of a lighter 
kind are of no effect. It is the fable of the 
Hydra; the more we puniſh, the more occa- 
ſions of puniſhment preſent themſelves; one 
head 1s no ſooner cut off but another ſprings 
up to ſupply its place ; and we are forced, 


like Tolaus to burn, if we expect to conquer. 


He, whoſe hard fate it is to be engaged in 
ſuch an undertaking, muſt be equal to it, or 
by ſparing others deſtroy himſelf, After all, 


what man can you ſuppoſe of ſo cruel and 


inhuman a diſpoſition as to hear the groans 


and ſee the ſtripes of another, unleſs he had 
the greateſt cauſe to inflict them on him? 
How often have I wept, when others were 
beaten ? How often have I lamented my 


own ill fortune, who bare thus myſelf the 


heavier affliction ? for ſurely, to a man by 
nature good, and only cruel thro' neceſſity, 


it is much harder to inflict than to ſuffer 


puniſhment ; and I declare, were it my 
choice either unjuſtly to torment others, or 
to dye myſelf, I would — you, I truſt, 

believe 
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3 believe alſo) prefer the latter ; and ſhould 
any one even ſay, wouldſt thou, O Phalarts, 
rather dye thyſelf unjuſtly than put another 
| I to death, I ſhould anſwer, I would. 
therefore I aſk you, O Delphians, whether it 
Þ is better to dye unjuſtly, or unjuſtly to preſerve 
= a traitor ? None, I believe, is ſo mad as not 
rather to live than, by faving his enemy, to 
Y fall himſelf a ſacrifice to him; and yet 
0 how many have I pardon'd, 
Who ſought my life; 

Acanthus, 
| 1 the laſt of whom J ſpared, from 


; a tender regard to that fricndſhip, in which 


Again 


even of thoſe, 
amongſt whom were 
Timocrates, and his brother 


| we had formerly lived! 


z; 
2 


of Phalaris, aſk it of thoſe foreigners, who 


came to Agrigentum ; aſk them, "whethes I 


13 not behaved as I ought to all, who ever 
: | touch'd here on their travels; whether I 
have not always appointed proper perſons to 
attend on the coaſts, and enquire of ſtran- 
gers who they were and whence they came, 
that I might treat them all according to their 


Þ reſpective merit. Many great and eminent 


z men have even come on purpoſe to ſee and 
9 converſe 
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converſe with me; who on their return have 
done juſtice to my character, which had been 


ſo baſely miſrepreſented to them; and can 


you believe a man, whoſe behaviour to ſtran- 


gers was ſo humane and generous, could ever 


injure his fellow- citizens, unleſs provoked 
to it by their moſt flagrant and repeated in- 


ſults ? 


Tus is the ſum of what I have to urge in 


my own defence; which is but truth and 


juſtice, and will therefore, I perſuade myſelf, 
rather merit your approbation than incur 
your diſpleaſure. 
(which it is now time I ſhould fay ſome- 
thing of) it may be proper to inform you 
whence it came, and by what means I 
was poſſeſs d of it: And firſt, I never my- 


ſelf employ'd any artiſt to make it by my 


directione, as I could never be fooliſh e- 
nough to wiſh for any thing of this kind. 
But one Perilaus, the moſt ingenious arti- 
ficer as well as the worſt of men, and a ſtran- 


ger to the diſpoſition of Phalaris, thought 


he could not confer a more acceptable favour 


on me than by the invention of ſome ne 
method of puniſhment ; being thoroughly 
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ſatisfied of my deſire of revenge on my 
enemies by all the means J could deviſe. 
Full of this opinion he framed and brought 


me this Bull; a piece of art, moſt beautiful to 
behold, and form'd fo exactly in the reſem- 


blance of a real one, that nothing but ſound 


and motion were wanting to make it thought 
ſo. The moment I ſaw it, I cry'd out, 
behold a gift, truly worthy of Apollo, I will 
inſtantly ſend it to him; and how much, ſaid 


Perilaus, would your amazement increaſe, 


did you ſee the wonderful art, by which it is 


n 
Mn 


* kindled beneath; 


contrived, and for what uſe; and immediately 
opening the back, if, ſays he, you would 


puniſh any one in an extraordinary manner, 


caſt him into this Bull; and when he is ſhut 
up cloſe within it, order ſome pipes to be 
faſten'd to the noſtrils, and a fire to be 
the wretch within will 
then roar out thro” inceſſant pain, ſending 
forth a mournful dirge of lamentable bellow- 
ings thro' the pipes; and, during his tortures, = 
you will be entertain'd by the muſick of them; 
Shock'd at the invention of ſuch a machine, 
I could not but deteſt the contriver of it ; 
and reſolved to puniſh him as he deſerved, 


3 Perilaus, ſaid I, to verify the truth of what 


you 


eee may 
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you have aſſerted, enter firſt yourſelf, and ſa 

tisfy us whether there be in reality that har- 
mony in the inſtrument, which you have {6 
much boaſted of ; receive the juſt reward 
of thy ingenuity, and let the maſter of the 
muſick give us the firſt ſong. He obey'd ; 
and being ſhut up, the fire was kindled, and 
thus was his induſtry repay'd. But left by 
dying there he ſhould pollute ſo noble a 
work, I order'd him to be taken out yet 
alive, thrown down from the Rock, and his 
body left unburied. The Bull, after expia- 
tion, I ſent hither, as an offering to your God; 
commanding the whole hiſtory to be wrought 
upon it; vis. my own name, that of the 
artiſt, his advice, my juſtice, and the pro- 
per puniſhment inflicted on him ; with an 
account of the horrid cries of the cruel in- 
ventor, and the experiment he made of his 
own muſick, 


You will act therefore, O Delphians, 
as becomes the prieſts of Apollo, if you 
will dedicate the Bull to him in your 
Temple, and facrifice for me; that all 


men may know how I act towards the 
wicked, and in what manner J avenge 


myſelf of their cruelty. By this have 1 
- ſufficiently 


F 13 


ſa ſufficiently ſhewn my natural temper. Peri- 
oth laus was put to death, and the Bull offer'd to 
10 Apollo; not reſerved to torture others; nor did 
ard it ever bellow forth the cries of any but the 
"= deteſtable inventor of it, on whom alone I 
d; 


tried it, and put an end at once to ſuch bar- 


t by vhich I can now preſent to you. Hereafter, 

le a ben by the aſſiſtance of that God, to whom 

a this is dedicated, I ſhall have no more ene- 
US 


s mies to puniſh, I will bring other and much 
pla- *Zlrger gifts. 


and | barous and inhuman Mufick. This is all, 


50d; | 

12ht Tuts, 0) Delþbians, we were authoriſed 
the to deliver to you, from our maſter Phalaris ; 
pro- which we have done with the ſtricteſt 
man Fegard to truth and juſtice. We are 
in- worthy to be believed, as you can yourſelves 
" his bear witneſs of our veracity; and we have, 


on our parts, no reaſon to delude or impoſe 
on you; but if notwithſtanding we muſt 


aus, petition you in behalf of a man, falſely ac- 
1 guſcd, and driven againſt his will to acts of 
Your ſeeming cruelty, we Græcians, men of 
; all gentum, and deſcended from the Dorians, 

the N. o in the moſt ſolemn manner here ſuppli- 
08 | © te and beſeech you, that you would kindly 
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embrace one, who earneſtly ſeeks your 
favour, and hath ſtudy'd both in publick 
and in private to deſerve it. Receive there- 
fore this Bull; dedicate it; pray for the 


proſperity of Phalaris and Agrigentum ; and 


do not permit us toreturn unſucceſsful in our 
embaſly, leſt you at the ſame time affront 
our ſovereign, and deprive your God of the 
nobleſt offering. 
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7 Prieſts of DELRhos, 


In favour of 


PH AL ARIS. 
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81 never, in a publick nd received 
any obligations from the people of 
Axrigentum, or, in a private one, from Phalaris 
| . himſelf; it cannot be ſuppoſed that my intereſt 
biaſs' d me in their behalf, or the hopes of 
huis future friendſhip prejudiced me in his 
favour. But having heard the ambaſſadors, 
who, in the name of their ſovereign, aſk 
that of you, which I cannot but think entirely 
2 juſt and reaſonable, from a ſincere regard 
therefore to piety and the publick good, 
and above all to what became the prieſts of 
* Delphos, 
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Delphos, I roſe up with a deſign to exhort 
| you, in the ſtrongeſt manner I am able, by 
no means to contemn the piety of the prince, 
or to alienate a gift deſign' d as an offering to 
Apollo; and eſpecially as it will be an ever- 
laſting teſtimony of theſe three things, the 
wickedneſs of the inventor, the incompa- 
rable excellency of his art, and the juſtice 
of his puniſhment. Your doubts concerning 
the manner, in which you ſhould proceed, 
and the propoſal, madeby the magiſtrates, to 
deliberate whether the offering ſhould be re- 
ceived or ſent back, I look upon as impious ; 
or rather in truth as the heigth of impiety; 
little leſs in effect than ſacrilege itſelf, the 
moſt heinous of all crimes ; for to deny thoſe, 
who are willing to offer up gifts, the power 
of doing it, is the ſame thing as to rob the 
Temple of ſuch as are already offer'd. 


LET me therefore, who, as I am myſelf a 
Delphian, have an equal ſhare with you in 
1 the publick honour, if preſerved ; and equal & 
A loſs and infamy, if it be forfeited ; beſeech 
| Ld jj My wy you not thus to drive the good and vious from 
5 our doors, and lay open our city to the ca- 
10 RN lämnies of ill men, who will not fail to re- 
URN | port, that whatever gifts are brought muſt 
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be ſubjected to our judgment and inſpection; 


and who will offer preſents, when they are 
aſſured that nothing will be accepted by 
Apollo, unleſs it be firſt examined into and 
approved of by the Delpbians 5 


Bur, in regard to the gift before us, our 


T God hath, I think, himſelf ſufficiently teſtified 
3 bis approbation of it; for had he deteſted 
5 the tyrant, and abhorr'd his preſent, how 
9 caſy had it been for him to have ſunk it in 


the ſonzan Sea! But he, on the other hand 
(as they do themſelves bear witneſs) granted 


4 them a ſerene ſky, and conducted them ſafe 
4 to Cyrrha ; whence it evidently appears, that 
\ the piety of Phalaris was acceptable to him; 
in obedience to whom, you ſhould now 8 
A 5 ceive and add this to the other ornaments of 


. 
3 


his Temple; and ſurely it were moſt abſurd 
that he, who had ſent ſo noble a gift, ſhould 
be 3 away with contempt, and have no 
other reward of his piety than to be judged 


L unworthy to offer any thing to Apollo. But 
9 . adverſary hath, it ſeems, talk'd to you in 


tragical and melancholy ſtrain of certain 
{cruel rapines, and inhuman flaughtery, 
be tyrant hath been guilty of, which he 
firms with as much confidence as if he 
"© E had 
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had been an eye-witneſs of them, and were 


this inſtant arrived from Agrigentum, tho we 
all know he was never yet beyond our own 
harbour ; but even thoſe, who pretend to have 


ſuffer' d, would not be ſufficient evidence, as 


it would {till be doubtful whether they told 


truth; and we are not to condemn any man 
for crimes, of which we cannot prove him guil- 


ty, But ſuppoſing that theſe things were 
done in Sicily, it is by no means neceſſary 
for the Delphians to be ſo ſolicitous about 
them; unleſs we intend, for the future, to 
act in the character not of prieſts, but of 
judges ; and whilſt our duty conſiſts only in 
worſhip and facrifice to our God, and offering 
up to him thoſe gifts, which are ſent to us, 
rather chuſe to fit deliberating among ourſelves 
whether thoſe, who live beyond the Jonian 
Sea, are well or ill govern d. Let the affairs 


of others, I beſeech you, go on as they will, 


it is, in my opinion, our buſineſs to mind our 
own; to know our former and our preſent 


condition, and in what manner to act moſt 


agreeable to our intereſt, We need not a 


Homer to tell us that we live amongſt rocks I 
and precipices ; and as much plenty as there 
is in the world, we ſhould be perhaps left of 
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vere people the moſt deſtitute, were it not that 
We dur Temple, our God, and thoſe pious men, 
own who ſacrifice to him, ſupply our neceſſities. 
have Theſe are our fields; this is our revenue; to 
e, as this we are indebted for all our proviſion and 
told all our abundance; * as the poet ſays, every 
man thing comes to us without ploughing, and 
guil- Pqvithout culture, by the labour of God, who 
were i our huſbandman ; who not only bleſſes us 
eſſary zs muchas any other nation, but even beſtows 
about on us every ching, which Phrygia, Lydia, 
e, to Aſhria, or Phenicia, the people of Taly, or 
ut of the inhabitants of the northern climates en- 
ily in joy. We abound in riches and in happineſs, 
ering Ind are revered by all, next to our God; 
to us, this has been our glorious lot even to this day, 
rſelves "and may it ever remain ſo. No one, I be- 
Jonian + 2 can call to mind a time when any man 
affairs vas by us prohibited the offering up ſacri- 
y will, ices or gifts; to which it is doubtleſs owing 
nd our that the wealth of our Temple hath ſo won- 
preſent BE EY 
& moſt 3 5 * See Homer's Odys. B. 9. in his deſeription of the fortunate 
d not a lands. There is alſo the following ſimilar paſſage in the 34th 
k rocks aper of the book of Foſpua. v. 13. 

I ubave given you a land for which ye did not labour, and 
is there 1 ities which ye built not, and ye dell in them ; of the Vine- 
left of f I ar 4: and Olive=Trees, which je planted not, do ye eat. 
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derſully encreaſed. Neither at preſcnt 
therefore ſhould any innovation be made, or 


any law enacted, contrary to the cuſtom of 


our anceſtors; nor are the gifts offer'd to be 


ſo nicely examined, or enquiry made whence 


and from whom they come, but immedi- 


ately received and conſecrated ; that ſo w 
may pay our duty to our God, and his pious 
worſhippers. In the preſent circumſtances 
therefore, O Delpbians, you will, I think, 
act moſt prudently, by giving a ſerious atten- 


tion to the great importance of this buſineſs. 
No leſs than our God himſelf, his Temple, 
and his ſacrifices, our antient ritesand cuſtoms, 
the glory of the oracle, our future praiſe or 
infamy, and laſtly the intereſt of the whole 
city and of every individual in it, are now 


under conſideration ; which you cannot but 
own, on reflection, to be of the utmoſt conſe- 


quence. Our debatc is not upon the tyrant 
Phalaris only, or this Bull; but upon all tho: 


kings and great men, who reverence this 


tacred Temple; all the gold, ſilver, and 


other precious things, which ſhall at any time 1 
Hereafter be dedicated. If we are to deter- 1 
mine according to the will of Apollo, whi'Y 
ſhould we not act in the ſame manner we i 
have # 
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eſcnt have always done; without ſetting aſide our 
le, or Mantient conſtitutions, through a fondneſs for 
m of novelty; and a deſire of introducing a ridicu- 
to be Mlous practice of ſubjecting thoſe, "ww offer 
hence Yup gifts, to our ſcrutiny and inſpection ; a 
medi- practice utterly unknown to this city 
o we © ſince the foundation of it, fince the Py- 
pious : wo firſt gave oracles, the Tr1pos ſpoke, 
lances or the prieſts were inſpired? You perceive 
think, how our Temple is enrich'd; that every 
atten- Kone gives ſomething, and many even beyond 
Iſineſs. What they can afford; whereas if you ſet up 
-mple, © yourſelves as arent and enquirers into the 
ſtoms, merit of every gift, I much fear our poſteri- 
Aiſe or ty will not have many offerings to boaſt of; 
ole 3 * no one would make himſelf appear guilty, 
e now or put himſelf to a conſiderable expence, 
ot but i YG with the hazard of being condemn'd, and 
ſe. brought! into the greateſt danger; for whe! in- 
tyrant + deed could 5 even life itſelf under the 
Il thoſe * ignominy of being publickly adjudged un- 
ce this Worthy to offer up a preſent to Apollo? 

T, and 5 ; - | 

1 time 

deter- * 


lo, why! 
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PHAL ARIS to Ab C4BOUS: . 


I. 


OLYCLETUS *, the Meſſenian, 
whom thou falſely didſt accuſe of trea- 
ſon to the citizens, has lately recover'd me 


trom a moſt dangerous illneſs; a piece of 


news, which I am fatisfied will give thee no 
ſmall - vexation. Thee, I am certain, not 
Aſculapius himſelf, that great maſter of his 
art, withall the Gods to aſſiſt him, could ever 
cure. Diſeaſes of the body, art may remove; 
but for thoſe of the mind, death is the only 


remedy. Him therefore, fil thy flagrant and 


repeated crimes and cruelties, not ſuch as 
thou obligeſt me unwillingly to execute on 
thee, but wilfully and maliciouſly committed, 
thou maylt expect. 
* See Epis. 50. 
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To the MEGARIANS. 
= 3 
Iſhall not reproach you with ingratitude for 
AN your behaviour, in the controverſy concerning 
0 I 1 1 the limits of ſome neighbouring cities, when, 
{ || FRA after all my good offices to you, you gave 
4 e ; ” 3 
11" falſe evidence againſt me ; I only condemn 
my own indolence and inſenſibility ; whom 
repeated injuries from the ſame people have 
yet made no wiſcr ; for whilſt you refuſe me 
the leaſt grateful acknowledgment for favours 


received, I am till beſtowing more, as if you 
had never forgot them. 
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To TyRsSENwU s. 


| * 
1 | | Ir, as you declared to the Ægeſtines, (when 
| 00 PR you attributed all my misfortunes to the juſt 
i I Fat . judgment of providence, which inflicted them) 
| "1 thoſe, whom even neceſſity compels to the 
wk commiſſion of any illegal act, cannot expect 
pardon ; what hopes of eſcaping with im- 
paunity canſt thou flatter thyſelf with; not 
one of whoſe crimes is owing to neceſſity, 
but all to the depravity of thy will? 
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reis 
1 e . 
WI Ax a fool wert thou to demand of the 
T eontines, as if I had been there preſent, and 
ready to anſwer thee, who and what I was, 
and whence I came. Know then that I am 
= Pbalaris, ſon of Leodamas, a native of Afty= 
5 palza ; driven out of my own country, and 


i . 
+ 1 


have now tyrant of Agrigentum 3 a man, who 


1 after a long experience of the ills of life, re- 


_ maineth yet firm and unſhaken. I will tell 
fyo "theſe alſo what Lycinus is; a pathick amongſt 
boys; with the young men laſcivious, with 
women an adulterer ; a contemner of the 
Laws; diſſolute in his pleaſures; a ſluggard in 
Noaabs, and in war a coward ; one, whom I 
= | 1 will be revenged on in an exemplary manner, 
when both for thy ſpeeches to the people and other 
- juſt os imes, which I can accuſe thee of; then at 
them) | | "leaſt, (if thou doſt not fall into my hands be- 
to the core) when the Leontines, who will ſoon be 
expect glad on any conditions to free themſelves 
th im- > from this war, ſhall deliver thee up to me. 
e 1 Jo the LEON TIN ES. e 
deſſity, 8 


3 Ir you are deſirous that Iſhould pern 
1 0 the war againſt you, without dread or 
1 ſuſpicion, 
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ſuſpicion, immediately deliver up Lycinus 
to me, that I may wreak all my venge- 
ance on bim alone, and your city eſcape 
the effects of my anger. Be aſſured, I 
ſhall not ſtretch his puniſhment beyond what 
you yourſelves would be glad to ſee inflicted 
on him. 


Jo ZEUXIPPUS. 
: VI. 


I pardon thy ſon, on account of his youth; 
thyſelf on that of thy age; though your 
crimes are ſuch as do by no means deſerve 
this lenity ; but if you again offend by the 
like inſolence, neither his youth nor thy age 
ſhall protect you ; but, on the contrary, thoſe 
things, which now plead in your favour, will 
then aggravate your crime, and inhance your 
puniſhment. 


To EVEN usS. 
ä 

Tny ſon, whom I took priſoner, and at 
firſt did intend to put to death for his behavi- 
our to my admirals, having changed my re- 
ſolution, I have ſpared; for I would ra- 
ther afflit thee with the continuance of 
his life, than puniſh him by the loſs of it: 

Farewel. 
To 
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To SAMEAS. 
VIII. | 
BEcAusk I am no ſtranger to thy bene- 
volent diſpoſition, and ſingular humanity, 
and know that thy miſery and torment ever 
riſes in proportion to the happineſs and good 
ſucceſs of others ; briefly, I have wrote this 


to inform thee, that I have lately ſucceeded ; 


firſt, by a ſentence paſs'd in favour of me; 


next, that I have been victorious both by ſea 
and land; and laſtly, with my cavalry routed 


the enemy ; that when thou ſhalt hear this, 


as becomes a man of thy honour and probity „ 


thou mayſt have perpetual cauſe of diſquie- 
tude ; that fo, from thy own natural temper, 


thou mayſt reap the worthy rewards of ſo 


bad a heart. 


To CLEOSTRATUS. 
IX. 

Ir moveth my laughter as well as admi- 
ration, to hear that thou haſt taken upon thee 
the office of reproof. Thoſe, who cenſure o- 
thers, doubtleſs ſhould themſelves be without 


blemiſn. Whilſt thou, who art guilty, not 


only of thoſe crimes, which thou doſt object 
to others, but of every human vice; yet doſt 
| | with 
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5 


with as much confidence reprove them, as 
if thy own life were wholly irreproachable. 
To L ACRITUS. 
Your extreme ſorrow for the loſs of your 


fon is very pardonable; at which I my- 


{elf am deeply touch'd, even, as if the misfor- 
tune was my own; tho' I generally behave 
in things of this nature with greater firmneſs 
of mind than moſt men; being ſatisfied that 
exceſſive grief can avail nothing ; but, in re- 
gard to him, there are many things, which 
may afford you conſolation. Firſt, becauſe 
he fell nobly, fighting for his country ; 
that his fall was graced by victory; and 
laftly, that having paſs'd through life un- 
blemiſh'd, death did as it were ſet a ſeal upon 
his character. The beſt men, while they 
live, may fall off from virtne ; and fortune, 
more than prudence, preſides over human 
actions; he therefore, who dies with an un- 


| ſpotted reputation, has the nobleſt poſts in 


the liſts of glory. You mult reflect on him 
therefore as a ſon; who has bleſt you with 
the nobleſt return for his birth and education, 
by a ſteady perſe verance in the practice of 


virtue, 
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virtue, and repay his gratitude by bearing his 


death with moderation and temper. 


To ME G- Ac LES. 


XI. 
J have ſent you the horſes with their pro- 


per furniture and preparation for battle, and 


have alſo given orders to Teucer to ſupply you 
with money: If you want any thing elſe, 
fail not to write ; there is nothing you can 
aſk, which I mall not readily beſtow. 


* To AGLAUS 


XII. 
THE Riches, which providence has be- 


ſtow'd on me, I have laid by againſt a change 


of fortune; not in the boſom of the earth, 
as you adviſed me, but amongſt thoſe friends, 


who were ſo kind as to accept them. You 


have not yet ſhewn your regard to me in ſuch 
a manner as might induce me to depend on 
you, in caſe I ſhould ever be deprived of 
empire ; tho' you have hitherto deny'd, I 
hope you will not now refuſe my offers; but 
by — this preſent, give me a phage of 


* This ever was ſent with a preſent. 
your 
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your future friendſhip ; for I ſhall never here- 


after put confidence in any of the things of 
this world, if I ſhall be forced to ſuſpect you 
and others, my beſt friends, like the ſand, be- 
traying and ſinking under me; you, whoſe 
happineſs and good ſucceſs I would gladly, 
(if I ſhould hereafter experience any change 
of fortune) look upon as my own. 


To HE RODI CVusS. 


R111. 
MosrT men, I believe, would think it pru- 
dent to conceal an intention of revenge from 


thoſe, who had injured them ; that ſo they 


might have an opportunity of executing it, 
when leaſt ſuſpected. For my own part, I 
think, toattack any man on a ſudden and un- 
prepared, an argument of a low and mean 
ſpirit. Injured therefore as I have been by 
thee, I give thee this publick warning; that 
thou mayſt eſcape, if poſſible, the impend- 
ing danger; and this I do, that the dread of 
puniſhment, and the puniſhment itſelf, may 
equally torment thee. 
70 EUMELUS. 
5 XIV. | 
SINCE it neither really is, nor can ever 


appear to be, unjuſt, to revenge ourſelves on 
thoſe, 
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. thoſe, who have injured us; as you have been 
f auilty of the one, expect the other. 
To TEU CERN. 


0 XV. 
RxsToRE the money to the Tauromentang, 
0 which I received for the ranſom of the pri- 
ſoners; a favour they owe, not ſo much to 
me as to the interceſſion of Stęſichorus, who 
lives but to oblige them; tho! the benefits he 
i beſtows are thrown away on the undeſerving. 
4 To ARITYRHETAV. 
| XVI. 
1 Tous actions deſerve a larger and a nobler 
"Ia reward than what I here beſtow on them. YL 
hs As to my own, enquire not into them ; the [2 
y beſt you can do ĩs to paſs them over in ſilence. 1 
at To AMPHINOMUS. 2 
-  &v1T. 1 
of 3 - When I confer a benefit on a good man, 
y I conſider myfelf as the perſon obliged ; 1 
ſince then you have kindly accepted 4 
what I ſent you, I beg you would look upon 1 
| me, not as one, who has beſtow'd any favour A 
er on you, but who is himſelf, on that account | 
on only, the more indebted to you. PTY 
ſe, 5 T, 
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To his wife ER YT H IA. 
XVIII. 

Tam much indebted to thee, Erythia, as 
well on my own account as on that of our 
common care, my ſon ; for myſelf, that ſince 
my baniſhment thou didſt rather chuſe to re- 


main a widow than to marry again, though 


ſolicited to it by frequent importunities; and 
for my ſon, that thou haſt been to him not 
only a mother, but a nurſe, and a father; 
and haſt not ſuffer'd any other husband, or 
any other ſon, to eſtrange thy affections from 


Phphalaris and Paurolas; but, inſtead of ano- 


ther husband, cheriheſ the kind remem- 
brance of thy former one; and, inſtead of ano- 
ther child, haſt fix'd thy affections on the ſon, 
which he had left thee. Continue therefore 
thy tenderneſs towards him, till riper years 


have ſupplied him with knowlege ſufficient 


to enable him to act without farther aſſiſtance 
from either of us. Think not J preſs this to 
thee with ſo much warmth, as if J diſtruſted 


the care of a mother for her ſon, eſpecially 


ſuch a one as you ; but I ſpeak as a tender 
father, anxious for the good of an only child, 
You know too well what parents feel not to 


pardon me for writing to you in this man- | 


ner, Farewel: 
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. Jo his ſon PAU ROL As. 


a 
| 
3% 3 


. d.4 > | | | 
ABove all things, O my ſon, it is thy duty 
to love and reverence thy parents. Nothing 
can be more juſt and reaſonable than that a 
ſon ſhouid piouſly remember thoſe, to whom 
he owes his birth, his education, and ſo many 
other ineſtimable benefits; but, of the two, 
rather negle& me than thy mother, A father 
doesby no means take that pains in the educa- 
tion of children, which the mother does; who 


not only bears the infant in her womb, brings 


it into the world and nouriſhes it, but under- 
goes, beſides theſe, a thouſand troubles on ac- 
count of it; whilſt the father, without any 
great pains or ſolicitude, receives him from 
her hands, well educated and inſtructed; and, 
when he is arrived at years of maturity, enjoys 
him in common with her. But, of all her ſex, 
thy mother's care and tenderneſs has been 
moſt remarkable ; who, during my baniſh- 
ment, hath fo kindly perform'd a double of- 
fice; both her own and mine. Let the 
gratitude therefore, due from thee to both, be 
paid to her alone, who bare all the burthen 3 
ſo ſhall your obedience to your mother cancel 


your obligation to me. All I defire is that 
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you would behave well to ber; I ſhall think 


that a ſufficient recompence ; and nothing 


can appear ſo amiable in thee as, by a proper 


return of thy mother's goodneſs, to give thy 
father an earneſt of a reſolution to deſerve 
his future favour. 


To the ſame. 


WHATEVER a father owes to his ſon, O 
Paurolas, J have beſtow'd on thee. The debt, 


which is due to me in return, and which 
thou canſt fo eaſily diſcharge, if thou doſt 
not pay, thou art inexcuſable. I hear, (for 
which I have often alteady reproved thee) 
that thou doſt negle& thy ſtudies. Follow 
them, I beſeech thee, for the future. If thou 
denieſt me this requeſt I will never aſk any 


thing more; but know, if in this thou grati- | | 


fieſt me, not he, who aſks the favour, but you, 
who grant, will reap the advantage of it, 


+ To the MESSEN1IANS. 
-. 
I am inform'd you accuſe Polycletus, your 
phyſician, as one, who has betray'd the 
Agrigentines; becauſe, inſtead of killing his 


| patient, 
+ See Ep. 1. 70. and 71. | 
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patient, which he had ſo fair an opportunity 
of doing, he has recover'd me from a moſt 
dangerous illneſs; and call that injuſtice in 
him, which is fo directly its oppoſite ; and 
this you are not aſhamed openly to avow. 
For my own part, I think his knowlege in- 


ferior to nothing but his integrity; becauſe 


when I truſted myſelf in his hands, he did 
not take away my life as a Tyrant, but pre- 
ſerved me as one committed to his care. 
Now your accuſation againſt him has never 


hurt him; whereas, on the other hand, my 


gratitude will ſet him on a level with the 


_ richeſt man in Sicily ; and I believe, when 


you know what he owes to my liberality, 
you will all of you chooſe, at any time, ra- 
ther to betray the Agrigentines, than deſtroy 
Phalaris. | 
* To ANDROCLES. 
XXII. | 

I have myſelf wrote in the ſtrongeſt terms 

to Stefichorus, to prevent his being un- 


eaſy on account of the accuſation brought 


againſt him by Eubulus and his party; and 


I deſire this favour of you, that you would 


allure him, from me, I never gave ear to 
* See Epiſt. 147. | | 
D 2 — 
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any ſuch ſuggeſtions; for I ſhould ſooner be- 
leve that they had at firſt no ill deſigns againſt 


me, (a crime, which they have themſelves 


confeis'd) than that they were drawn into 
the conſpiracy by his verſes, rather than by 
their own malice and 8 


To PYTHAGORAS. 
XXIII. 

BEETwWEEN the Tyranny of Ppalaris, 
and the philoſophy of Pythagoras, there 
ſeems to be a difference, not eaſy to be got 
over; in ſpite of which, I own I can ſee 
nothing, that ſhould hinder us, from a 
thorough acquaintance with the man- 


ners and ſentiments of each other. Con- 


verſation and intimacy may reconcile the 
greateſt contrarieties. I have the higheſt opi- 
nion of your worth, from the report I have 


had of it; but do not you judge too haſtily 


of me, from the ſame motive ; for common 
fame hath treated me moſt injuriouſly. I 
cannot come ſafely to you, on account of 
that Tyranny, of which I ſtand accuſed ; as 
1 thall be liable to danger, if I venture with- 
out ams and foldiers ; and to ſuſpicion, if 
bring them with me. But you may, with- 

out 
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out running any hazard, come and live peace- 


ably with me. On a clgſer inſpection of my 
character, if you expect to ſee nothing but a 


Tyrant, you will be ſurpriſed to meet with 
the private friend ; but if, on the contrary, 
you expect the private friend only, you will 
diſcover with it ſomething of the Tyrant. 
Such a government as this is not to be ſup- 


ported without ſome ſeverity ; but if it be 
poſſible to preſerve a Tyranny by clemency, 
on this account, as well as many on others, I 


ſhould be glad to meet and converſe with 
you ; for I ſhall ſoon be perſuaded by you 
to take ſofter meaſures, if at the ſame time 
that I am inclined to yield to your ad- 


vice, truth and experience ſhould fide with 


and confirm the opinion of Pythagoras. 


Funn 


XXIV, 


I am in ſome doubt whether I ought rather 
to accuſe myſelf of ſome obſcurity in what 
I writ to you, or you of a purpoſed reſolution 
not to underſtand me. However, I am fure 
that, out of the whole account, there are yet 
remaining with you20,000; therefore, if you 


= ſtill 
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ſtill want farther information in this affair, 
you may expect ſoon from me ſuch as will 
inſtruct you in a manner, which you will 
not perhaps deſire to be taught in. 


To LEON TIA PD ES. 
XXV. 


J have often told you, and do here repeat 
it, that I deſire no return, on account of your 
wife, (if you think yourſelf in the leaſt in- 
debted to me for promoting your marriage) 
but that you would love and eſteem her, for 


- whoſe ſake you think yourſelf obliged to me, 
as one, who was the firſt happy cauſe of thus 


uniting our families. 
Jo ANL n RA DES. 
XXVI. 


Tur raſhneſs and arrogance of youth, of 


both which your ſon is highly guilty, have 
been fatal to many. Qualities in him, which, 
tho' I have ſuffer d much from, have hither- 
to remain'd unpuniſh'd ; not out of regard to 
him, but yourſelf, of whoſe integrity and 
merit I have been aſſured by numbers, I was 


therefore loth, for the ſon's vices, to afflict 


: the 


La 


the age of an innocent parent. He is an only 
child; bad therefore as he is, I doubt not but 
you love him, as his loſs would deprive you ot 
a ſucceſſor. The father's indulgence, on that 
account, will extenuate the ſon's folly ; but, 
if he perſiſts in his errors, know that, both 
for my fake and yours, I ſhall chaſtiſe him 
with with the rigor he deſerves. That. he 
may not, when the puniſhment of his ill 
conduct overtakes him, have the leaſt room 
to pretend that it came unexpectedly. 
The ſame, which I write to you, I have by 
letter made known to him. Farewel. 


To ANTIMACHUS. 


RRVII 
Ir you are able to pay me and do not, you 
are guilty of the higheſt immorality ; but if 
the fault, in this caſe, is merely owing to your 
inability, tho' the injury in regard to myſelf 
is the ſame, yet if done thro” neceſſity, by 
the laws of humanity Iam bound to forgive 
it. But remember this is meant only as an ac- 


quittance from preſent payment of the debt, 
and not an entire diſcharge of it. 
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To ARISTOMENES. 
Br: 

T thank thee for thy kind ſympathy and 
tender affection; but let not, I befeech thee, 
the wounds, which I received in battle, give 
thee the leaſt uneaſineſs. 
ſinking under accidents of this kind, (tho' my 
life was in ſome danger,) that I declare to 
thee, as terrible as death appears to the greater 
part of mankind, I could wiſh before my 
deſtined time (if that time be far off,) to 
periſh in battle ; for what can be more noble 
than to breathe out ones ſoul in the brave 
ſtruggle for fame and victory? 


TW nr ee. 
RARITY 


J am not at all ſolicitous about the idle 
cenſure and calumnies of the ignorant and 


unjuſt ; and my indifference, in this matter, 


ariſes from a conviction that others commit 


ſuch ill actions, thro' the depravity of their 
manners, as I am compell'd to by fate and 
neceſſity ; to which the Gods themſelves are 
ſubject. The difference therefore between 


us is merely this; that whereas I, who am a 


Tyrant, and on that account at liberty to act 
| as 


So far am I from 


as ] 


dre 


Wr. 
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as I pleaſe, openly confeſs my guilt ; you, 
on the other hand, as private men, and in 
| dread of the laws, deny that, which you 
ſhould, but dare not, own, 


To the CATANE ANS. 
XXX. | 

Our of the number of your citizens, 
which have been brought priſoners to me, 
a few, who had not the leaſt hope of pardon, 
I have ſpared ; not becauſe I have forgot my 
enmity to you, but as they were men, whoſe 
deaths could not have given you any unea- 
ſineſs. It was by no means done to oblige 
vou; for I ſhould, of all men, be ſurely the 
moſt forgetful, did I not reſolve thoroughly 
to ſatiate my revenge on you ; that, when you 
have ſuffer'd as you deſerve, the weight of 
the puniſhment may call to your remem- 
brance the greatneſs of thoſe crimes, which 
occaſion'd it. 


* To the daughters of STESICHORUS. 
| XXXI. | 
TE Tauromenians, (in whoſe favour you 
wrote to me, in obedience to the commands 


See Rp. 15. | 
of 
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of your father, when he exchanged this life 


for another) were by no means deſerving of 
my clemency, as without the leaſt provocati- 
on on my Om they waged againſt me a moſt 
unjuſt war. ya efichorus merits not only 
(which you now aſk of me in his name) that 
I ſhould order the ranſom for their priſoners 


to be immediately reſtored them; but even 


much more than can ever be in my power to 
grant. For, though ſome may number him 
among the dead, (which yet I think none 
but the weakeſt of mankind could ever do) 
in my opinion, ſuch a man can never die, 


Nor is my hatred of the Tauromenians ſo 


great, as to debar Steſichorus of any thing, 


which Phalaris can beſtow. None, I think, 
ſhould refuſe him any thing; nor, above all 


men, I myſelf; for out of the numbers, 
whom I have ſeen and known, I never yet 
met with one of a more noble 3 J have 
therefore order d the money to be reſtored; 


and call the Gods to witneſs, I do not think 


the favour done to him but to myſelf. 


75 


1 
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ann 
You have acted like a true and noble friend, 
and all thoſe with you, who have borne wit- 
neſs to my more than ordinary courage, and 
attributed to my conduct and valour the con- 
queſt of the Leontines. I am ſatisfied I have 
revenged myſelf as I ought ; but let the glo- 
rious victory be aſcribed to Fortune. For 
doubtleſs, my dear friend, there is nothing 
in this world of greater or leſs conſequence, 
which does not depend on her influence and 
deciſion. 
* oCTEsIPPUS. 
XXXIII. 

NEITHR formerly, when I releaſed the 
Tauromenians, whom I had taken priſoners, 
did I do it to oblige them, but in compliance 
with the laws of Greece ; nor lately, when 
I reſtored to them the money I had received, 
did I mean the favour to them (which you 
reproach me with) but to Steſchorus, who 
made it his requeſt to me by his daughters. 
Let the Tauromenians therefore return 
thanks to their dead friend, who gain'd this 
favour for them, and who owes it to 


himſelf 
See Ep. 15. and 31: 
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himſelf alone, and to his noble qualities; by 
which he has done a double a& of kindneſs ; 
to the Jauromenians, in recovering their 
money, and to me, in giving me an opportu- 
nity of ſhewing a generoſity in my nature, 
which ſome before were not inclined to think 
me capable of. 


To Por r U Xx, 


XXXIV. 


You ſeem, by your letter, to be ſurpriſed at 
the ſudden alteration of my manner of life ; 


and that I, who uſed to appear in publick 


more than perhaps in a Tyrant was altogether 
prudent, am not now to be ſeen even by my 


neareſt friends. But the truth is, I at preſent 


avoid as much as poflible all ſociety ; becauſe 
neither in my friends, nor in others, have I 
found fidelity. After no ſmall pains there- 
fore to attain to a knowlege of mankind, I 
am of opinion that the uninhabited Lybian 
deſerts, or the wild dens of Numidia, are infi- 


nitely preferable to a habitation amongſt my 


fellow creatures; and I account it ſafer to 


ſleep amongſt lions, or crawl with the rep- 


tiles of the earth, than to live with the men 
of 


of Stefichorus, Tho' I doubt not but there 
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of this age ; ſo much fatal experience have I 


had, by daily and repeated misfortunes, of 
their baſeneſs and degeneracy. 


To POLYGNOTUS 
* „ d 


For the future, Polygnotus, I ſhall neither 
write to you, nor make you any preſents. 
Do not you therefore any longer praiſe me 
to the populace ; for you only commend me 
in words, whilſt at the ſame time your refu- 
fal to accept of what I ſend you, ſhews your 
real hatred and contempt of me. Not con- 
ſidering that, by all men of ſenſe, words are 
only look'd upon as the ſhadows of things. 


To eM rn 


XXXVI. 

I have ſent you thoſe preſents, which I 
thought moſt proper for a director of the 
publick exerciſes; two hundred caſkets of 
oll, and four hundred meaſures of wheat, 
To your ſon alſo, what is moſt agreeable to 
youth; ſome wine, ſome boys, whom he 
may employ as amanuenſes, and the poems 


are 
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are thoſe among the Syraciſians, who will 
not fail to ſuſpect that even theſe things were 
the gifts of a Tyrant, beſtow'd, the better to 


carry on his pernicious innovations in the 


ſtate. 


To GOR GILAS. 


XXXVII. 
I think every thing in your letter deſerving 


of the higheſt commendation, except what 


you ſay concerning future events; a caution, 
which I am now more than ever inclined to 
think wholly unneceſſary; I am not afraid 


of death in any form; and in this I applaud 


my own wiſdom ; for as fate is by no means 
in our power, I hold him the weakeſt of 
mankind, who endeavours to pry into 
things of this nature, or is under any con- 
cern about the good or evil to come ; if he 
either imagines he can poſſibly foreknow what 
will happen; or that, if he did foreknow, he 


could avoid it. But if any man believes he 


can foreſee and not be able, by any means, 
to prevent what he foreſees ; why ſhould he 
endeavour to ſearch into that, which will 
infallibly happen ? As to a belief that, by 

Fo this 
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this foreknowlege, he may avert the impend- 
ing fate, by ſo diſpoſing and ordering things 
as to turn them to his own advantage, I own 
Jam at a loſs to conceive how this can ever 
be ; for this is the work, not of man, but 
of God. On reflecting that Aacus, Mi nos, 
Rhadamanthus, and the reſt of the Demi- 
Gods, were not immortal, but died like other 
men juſt as fate ordain'd it; if after this a 
man ſhould meanly dread, or be afflicted 
with the thoughts of death, would you call 
ſuch a one brave? Endeavour therefore to 


look forwards on the things, which may 


happen, with the greateſt indifference ; as 
you perceive, I am myſelf intirely free from 
any care, or ſolicitude on that account. 


ToDEMOTELES. 


XXXVIII. 
| Your advice to me was well meant; 
therefore I freely pardon it. As you never 
was yourſelf a Tyrant, I do not wonder you 
would perſuade me to lay down the Tyranny, 
But which of the Gods will be my ſafeguard, 
in an affair of ſo important a nature? You 


think yourſelf a ſufficient judge; not conſi- 


dering 
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dering that it is much more dangerous to 
quit an Empire than to acquire it. It would 
be more prudent in a private man not to aim 
at a ſceptre, than to lay it down after poſſeſſion. 
It is with a Tyranny as with life itſelf. If a 
man were to foreſee the miſeries and calami- 


ties he muſt undergo, he would never deſire 


to ſee the light; neither would any man, 
who could foreſee the miſeries of a Tyrant, 
ever wiſh to be one. Doubtleſs, Demoteles, 
not to be, were better than to be; and to be 
a private man better than to be a Tyrant: If 
therefore you had given me this advice before 
J was ſo deeply engaged, and foretold the 
evils, which would enſue, you would eaſily 
have drawn me from the ambition of a king- 
dom, But ſince I am already in poſſeſſion of 
it, and have experienced all its toils and dan- 


gers, I declare, no mortal, nor even the Gods 


themſelves, ſhall ever perſuade me to reſign 
it; for I am ſatisfied, if ever I part with my 
authority, thoſe, whom I have ruled over, 
will not fail, as ſoon as it is in their power, 
to revenge themſelves, by rendering my life 
of all men's moſt miſerable, 
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To POLYSTRATUS. 


XXXIX. 
I have already ſent to the reſt of my 


friends, deſiring them to haſten immediately 
to Agrigentum; and I beg I may ſee you 
there, before the Olympic games. I would 
gladly get together all thoſe, who wiſh me 
well, to aſſiſt me in carrying on the buſineſs 
of the ſtate with my uſual diligence ; and 
to conſult them about ſome affairs of 
great moment. We ſhall not confer on 
any ſubject, which may appear difficult, 
harſh, or any ways impertinent to you, (as 
all ſuch points will fall under my particular 
care) but ſhall endeavour to conform in every 
thing as much as poſſible to your opinions; 
that if the government ſhould ſtill remain in 
the ſame ſtate it is in at preſent, I may have 
the pleaſure of often entertaining you ; * if, on 
the other hand, it ſhould come to an end, 
and it ſhall ſo pleaſe providence that this muſt 
be the laſt time 1 ſhall call on you, you 
may retain a grateful remembrance of my 
love and eſteem for you. Come there- 


— — 


® It appears by this letter, that Phalaris had ſome deſign 
of laying down the Tyranny. 
fore, 
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fore, I deſire, as ſoon as poſlible, and bring 


with you that kindneſs and regard, which { 
you always ſhew'd for Phalaris; whoſe 2 
teal character you are yourſelves, of all men, ; 
. beſt acquainted with. : 
To PAUROL AS. 5 
: * GE v 
Tux crown, which you ſent me, weighing '" 
200 Aurei, I have received with the greateſt 0 
pleaſure; both as a teſtimony of the readi- ti 
neſs and affection of him, from whom it 
came, and as the choiceſt gift of fortune; be- 
ing the very crown I wore on that day, on 
which I ſacrificed for my victory over the i 
Leontines, and which I afterwards made a 4 
preſent of to your mother Er:ithya ; knows NY 
ing none more worthy of ſo precious a gift- 3 
But you, O my ſon, may preve to us a far 65 
nobler and more beauteous crown, by an py 
endeavour to make your behaviour anſwer- 2 
able to the wiſhes of your parents. 13 
: a 
* 70 HieyoOLYTI1oON. ha 
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THE leave you deſired to come to me I wl 
freely grant; and will give you my word, to 
o' not my oath, that you may do it with im 


ſafety. 
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ſafety. But if you will not believe me, you 

in truth do me an injury much greater than 
that, of which you are accuſed; becauſe, tho 

you know I never yet broke my word with 

any man, you would bind me by an oath, as 
if I hadalready been proved guilty of it ; and 

; where is the difference, in regard to virtue, 
between the violation of our word and our 


oath ; fince it is the will, which equally ra- 
tifies and confirms them both? 


To Per IMO N. v. Ecole " LE 1 
Ir your diſtruſt of me is founded on tet 
knowlege of your own character, it is rather 
a compliment to my wiſdom, than a reflec- 
tion on my dithoneſty; but if to a fancy'd 
one of mine, it is an ignorant miſtake; for ſo 
far am I from ever ſwerving from my word, 
that judging too raſhly of other men's na- 
tures by my own, and truſting to them, as 
having a religious regard to their promiſes, I 
have been often deceived. Come therefore, I 
beg, without any ſuſpicion of deceit in me, 
who will never wrong you; and bear witneſs 
to all mankind, that the faith of Phalaris is 
inviolable, 
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XLIII. 


Tux town is ſurrender'd to Ariſtomenes, 
and Hippolytion acquitted, We expect you 
according to promiſe, For myſelf, I am well; 
if a man may call himſelf ſo, who, having an 
infinite varicty of affairs upon his hands, and 
fortunate in moſt of them, has nevertheleſs 


equal reaſon to be uncaſy about his good and 


bad ſucceſs in them. 
Jo NIS IAG. 


= XLIV. 
YouR ſon is beloved by every body on the 


very account, for which you hate him; becauſe 


his manners do not reſemble yours ; from 


whence you may infer that all thoſe, who 
love the ſon, muſt neceſſarily deteſt the father. 


To ADIMANTUS 


XLV. 


I hear your brother and you are perpetu- 
ally diſputing which is the moſt infamous of 
the two. Now I am of opinion, nay I am 
confident, that tho he is worſe than the reſt 

of 
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of mankind, yet neither he, nor any man in 


the world, can be ſo bad as yourſelf. p 


To the £,. GESTEAN S. 


XLVI. 


REcEive among you no more of thoſe, 
who have deſerted from me; for know, that 
both in his rewards and puniſhments, Phala- 
71s will be exceeded by none; which you 
may eaſily be convinced of, if you will call 
to mind the fate of the Mileſians and the Le- 
ontines ; the former of whom I made free- 
men, the latter ſlaves; becauſe the Leontines 
ſunk my gally, and the Milęſians would have 
preſerved it. 


To ANTISTHENEs and THEO TINMUsS- 


XLII. 


ANTISTHENES has accepted of the pre- 
ſents I fent him; which Theotimus refuſed: 
The one I am therefore obliged to; the other 
I ſhall not reproach ; for as the former by 
receiving them. could not impoveriſh. me, ſo 
neither can the latter by refuling. do me any 
injury. 


E 3 To 
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eee To MENE Ci #6 


XLVIII. 

SINCE you are enter'd into the paths 
of virtue, do not repent of it, if you 
would gladly be thought a ſtranger to your 
father's vices; leſt you loſe the former 
good opinion, which the Camarians enter- 
tain'd of you, and ſeem as if you only put 
on the good man for a time without any real 
title to that character. 


To EPiSTRATVU 8. 

XLIX. 
You ſeem, by your manner of writing, to 
think me one of the happieſt of mankind ; 

but let this ſhort detail of my circumſtances 
undeceive you. If to be deprived of my parents 
in my infancy; ſoon afterwards by an un- 
foreſeen accident baniſh'd my country; to 
be ſtripp'd of all J had; brought up amongſt 
Barbarians ; driven with the utmoſt ſeverity 
from place to place; to have my life perpetually 
endanger'd by the ſnares of enemies, and 
treachery of friends ; and laitly, having after 
all gain'd a Tyranny, to have my whole lite 
embitter'd by the enjoyment of it; if this is 
to be happy, Phalaris is indeed the moſt bleſt 
of Men, 


ha 
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To ON E T O KR. 
* | 

I intreat it as the higheſt favour, both of 
you and all my friends, that you would, by 
no means, enquire into my conduct, or buſy 
yourſelves about my affairs, unleſs I ſhall my- 
ſelf require it of you; for ſuch is their un- 
happy fituation, that as the concealing of 
them cannot greatly concern my friends, ſo 


the knowlege of them might give my enemies 
the utmoſt ſatisfaction. 7 


N 


To ET EON I (us. 


LI. 


Ix regard to other men, I can readily 
take your advice, to forget and forgive all the 
injuries, which I receive; for, as it is wiſely 
obſerved, ® it is not for mortals to entertain 
immortal hatred ; but the cruelty of Pytho, 
whilſt I live, I will never forget ; neither, 
when I am dead, ſhall the grave, which 
puts an end to the reſentment of others 


9 — — — 


* We meet with this thought quoted from an antient Poet 


in the 2d book of 4r:/totle's Rhetorick. C. 22. and allo in the 
Philoctetes of Euripides. 


E 4 | bury 
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bury the remembrance of it; for ſurely he 
hath of all men moſt unpardonably wrong'd 
me, who baſely by poiſon rob'd me of my 
dear Erythia, becauſe ſhe reſuſed to marry 


him, and kindly endeayour'd to follow me 
in my baniſhment, 


To the MEGARI AN Ss. 


LII. 

Ir was by no means the hope of any 
favour from you in return, that induced me 
to let go the Gallies J had taken, and which 
it is ſufficiently evident you ſent out againſt 
me; for if you had been capable of any gra- 
titude for benefits received, you would not ſo 
ſoon have forgot that I had already no leſs 


than three times deliver'd you from the jaws 
of famine. | 


To the LEONTINES. 


LIII. 

I have ſpared the life of your ſpy, Leoni- 
das; not out of any regard to you, but that 
J might have in him, what I have long been 
in ſearch of, a man, who is able to give 
me an exact account of all your military pre- 


parations 
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parations againſt me. He has already, with- 
out being put to the torture, given me a 
moſt faithful one of all your affairs ; and in- 
form'd me, that you are deſtitute of every 
thing but fear, and hunger; in both which 
he hath aſſured me you moſt plentifully 


abound. 


To the HIMERIANS: 


E | 

For the ſake of Szefichorus, there is not 
any thing, which I would not readily conſent 
to, 1 declare, I would even take up arms, 
hazard my life, and ſtrive with deſtiny itſelf 
to preſerve, for you and for all mankind, 
this divine poet ; whoſe charming verſes have 
render'd him ſo deſervedly illuſtrious; whom 
the virgin ſiſters have ſo diſtinguiſh'd above 
the reſt of the lyric bards ; and by whoſe 
mouth their own ſongs and hymns have been 
deliver'd to us. Be perſuaded, I beg you, 
that Stefichorus, wherever he is buried, is ſtill 
an Himerian. Tho' the whole world will 
claim him on account of his virtues, he will 
not be the leſs yours. By no means, let him 
be number'd amongſt the dead; who yet 
lives in thoſe divine poems, which we all en- 


joy. 
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joy. Remember that it is to you he owes 
his birth, his education, and his learning; 
that he continued with you, ſinging his 
noble hymns, even to an extreme old age; 
and all, which the Cataneans have to boaſt 
of, is, that when the powers of nature were 
at length exhauſted, he expired amongſt 
them. Let a * Temple therefore be built 
to him at Himera, as an everlaſting monu- 
ment of his merit, and let his tomb, as they 
ſo ardently deſire it, be at Catana. Do what- 
ever you think beſt in this affair; and de- 
pend upon it that, as to myſelf, I ſhall not be 
wanting in ſupplying you with money, arms, 
or men; but I would have you conſider, that, 
as Sicilians, to beſiege that city would, 
on many accounts, be imprudent; for, in the 
firſtplace, ſhould you ſucceed, it would not be 
juſt or honourable ; and in the next, if you 
ſhould fail it might be extremely prejudicial. 


— 


6— 


„We have no account of any Temple dedicated to Steſ- 
chorus at Himera; but Cicero, in his ſecond Oration againſt 
Ferres, makes mention of a Statue erected there in honour of 
him; and the people of Catana, where he died, built him a 
magnificent Monument near that gate of the city, which was 
call'd, in memory of him, Porta Stefichorea. D 

| 0 
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Do not therefore reſent the loſs of Steſichorus, 
or let his death be the cauſe of any quarrels and 
diviſions amongſt you. His body is indeed 
no more, but the immortal part, his name, 
ſhall remain to all ages. Let his verſes and 
his works, of all kinds, be publickly inſcribed 
in your Temples, and in every private houſe ; 
for when theſe are loſt, then, and only then, 
will Szefichorus periſh. Tranſmit them with 
the utmoſt care to your poſterity ; and reſt 
aſſured that the city, which produced ſuch a 


man, will not be leſs revered hereafter than 
the poet himſelf, 


„ 

Tux caſtle, which after a long and fruit- 
leſs ſiege you was obliged to quit, has ſur- 
render'd to the ſoldiers, under the command 
of Teucer ; and this ſo ſuddenly, that I be- 
lieve it was taken even in leſs time than this 
letter can poſſibly reach vou. 


To 
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* To ABARIS. 
LVI. 


I am inform'd that you have taken a 
journey hither, from the northern and more 
remote parts of the world, to have the oppor- 
tunity of converſing with illuſtrious men, 
and have already eſtabliſh'd a friendſhip with 
Pythagoras, the philoſopher, the poet Sze/- 
chorus, and many other of the moſt famous 
Græcians; and have learn'd many things of 
them, which has incited you to a ſtill greater 
ſearch after knowledge, and a more enlarged 
acquaintance with ſuch men. If the innu- 
merable calumnies, which are daily ſpread 
about concerning me, have yet reach'd you, 
and you are inclined to believe what they 
would inſinuate, it may perhaps be in vain to 
_ endeavour to alter your opinion of me; but 
if you would know the real truth of things, 
and the ſentiments of good men ; come and 
live with me (as many, moſt eminent for their 
parts and underſtanding, have already done) 
and you ſhall be convinced by experience 


i... ad —_ * 


* Abaris was an eminent Philoſopher; a native of Scythia, 
and ſcholar to Pythagoras. 


that 
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that I behave better and with much more 
moderation and humanity, (if I may be al- 
lowed to ſay ſo much in my own behalf) 
than is generally reported; and that Phalaris 
is not inferior to any, even of thoſe, whoſe 
conduct and wiſdom have render'd them 


the mark of univerſal admiration, Ei 


Abaris to Phalaris the TY R ANT. 


LVII. | 
Try actions ſpeak a ſoul full of cruelty 
and injuſtice. Doubtleſs thou oweſt thy birth 
to the wild Boar and Lioneſs, and not to any 
of the human ſpecies. Urged on by pernici- 
ous counſels, and thy own evil diſpoſition, 
thou doſt every thing by open force and vio- 
lence. Think not therefore that Abaris, 
who is a man of honour and virtue, will ever 
come to Agrigentum; a man, who bears a 
mind not to be tainted by envy, ignorance, 
and cruelty, * But if you are really deſirous 
of his company, be {obedient to the laws of 
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I bere is ſomething not unlike this in Mr. Addiſon's Cato? 
where he ſays, | 


Bid him diſband his Legions, 
Reſtore the commonwealth to liberty, &c, 
Bid bim do this, and Cato is bis friend, 
Greece. 
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Greece, and then invite him. With a pure 
hand and heart, cheriſh and affiſt the citizen 
and the ſtranger. Do this, or Abaris can 
only bid thee farewell, 


To PoLvsTRATUsS and DAISCUS. 


LVIII. 

DL Ax not, I beg, your warlike prepa- 
rations againſt me; for neither do I grudge 
you thoſe rewards, which the Leontines be- 
ſtow'd on you for your harangues againſt 
me, nor would I by any means diſſuade you 
from promoting your intereſt and reputation 
hereafter by the ſame methods. 


To NAUSICULES, 


LIX. 


I have ſent the preſents, according to pro- 
miſe, to the new married daughter of Phi- 
lodemus ; which Hermocrates (or whoever 
it was) forbid her to accept. Tho' Iam 
a Tyrant, and no ways related to her, 
yet if J have acted as a parent, I think 
I am at leaſt entitled to an equal, if not a 
larger ſhare of praiſe and gratitude, To 
thoſe, who cenſure my generoſity, and call 

it 


AE 


it a largeſs, given only to gain her over to my 
party, Ianſwer, I frankly confeſs that deſign; 
and flatter myſelf, that thoſe, on whom fa- 
vours are confer'd, will not probably be ſo 
ungrateful as, in return, to injure their bene- 
factor. 


To ARISTOLOCHUS. 


LX. 


Lay aſide, I beſeech you, that malice and 
inveteracy, which, in ſpite of your aſſeverati- 
ons to the contrary, you have ever had againſt 
me; and let your future atone for your paſt 
behaviour. Reflect daily how fooliſh as well 
as mean it was, when I conferr'd ſo many 
favours on you, not only never to repay them 
(for which reaſon I ſhall hereafter be more 
cautious of creating enemies by my generoſi- 
ty) but even to be ſo indifferent to your own 
ſafety as to wrong and incenſe your benefac- 
tor. As you are now ſatisfied how much I 
reſent it, you will, I hope, be perſuaded to 
act henceforward with more diſcretion, 


; "PS 


To 


— 
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To EPICOH AR Mu s. 


LXI. 


Tux advice, which you and Demoteles 
give me, to lay down the Tyranny, I am far 
from attributing to any ill will againſt me; 
as Iam ſatisfied it rather proceeds from your 


ignorance in affairs of this nature. The aſ- 


ſuming it is indeed in our own choice; but it 
is not ſo eaſily quitted, when we have already 
trampled on the laws of our country. When 


the dart is once thrown it cannot be recall'd. 


If you can obliterate what is paſt, and call 
back the time, when J had not yet began to 
reign, do it, I beſeech you; but if that be 
impoſſible, ſo doubtleſs is it that your advice 
ſhould now be of any ſervice to me. 


To TIMOSTHENES. 
LXII. 


LET part of the army ſtay before the fort, 


and deſtroy it; and the reſt employ them- 


ſelves in digging deep trenches to turn aſide, 


if poſſible, the irruptions of the Sea; that by 
this means thoſe grounds, which being over- 
flow'd have fo long remain'd uncultivated, 
when drain d may prove fruitful. At the 
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ſame time, let the reward for each work be 
laid in the middle before them, and given 
to thoſe, who ſhall have finiſh'd their buſi- 
neſs firſt. 


To ARISTOLOCHUS. 


LXIII. 


Is, becauſe I freely pardon'd Stefichorus, 
whom I had taken priſoner, you think 
that you alſo may ſafely write Tragedies a- 
gainſt me, believing I muſt of courſe treat all 
poets with the ſame lenity, you are greatly 
miſtaken; for I do by no means admire all 
| poets, but good ones only; nor forgive all 
enemies, but the moſt braveand honourable ; 
whilſt you, who are both a vile poet, and a 
contemptible enemy, would moſt impudent- 
ly ſet yourſelf on a level with Szefichorus in 
parts and courage. But you ſhall quickly 

diſcern the difference ; not becauſe you have 
aſperſed me in your verſes (for I were the 
loweſt of mankind, if ſuch traſh could any 
ways affect me) but for daring to think your- 
{elf worthy of the fame honour and regard 
as the divine Steſichorus. 


F To 
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To AMPHIDAMAS and THRASIBULUS. 

LXIV. 3 
Vov affirm that you have paid the money, 
which I lent you, to Teucer; who, on the 
other hand, denies the receipt of it. Now 
J have no reaſon to diſtruſt either of you. 
But he deſires you would produce ſome wit- 
neſs to prove it, and you allege in anſwer 
that to a friend and one, whom you might 
depend on, you thought a witneſs unneceſ- 
fary. Therefore, tho' I have never received 
the debt, I ſhall look upon it as paid, that 
may not ſeem to ſuſpe& his honeſty or 
yours; for I had rather the truth ſhould lye 


conceal'd for ever, than that either of you 


' ſhould be convicted of a fraud. The loſs 


of money is nothing to that of our friends; 


who, when the fact is diſcover'd, muſt of 


courſe become moſt unjuſt and perfidious 
enemies. 


To PEL O PIDAS 
0. 

I would not myſelf chuſe to write to Ste- 
chorus about the affair, which you men- 
tion'd to me; neither ſhould I do it, would 
he ever conſent to write any thing in praiſe 


of 
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of the living. * I have already ſufficient obli- 
gation to him for his poem on Nicocless wife. 
If you have any favour to aſk of me, which 
does not depend on any other man's power, 

but lies intirely in my own, I beg you would 
let me know it. 


irrer 


LXVI. 


You have, it ſeems, thought proper to 
aſſert, before ſome of my particular friends, 


(who you rightly gueſsd would ſoon 


inform me of it) that after the death 


of Perilaus, who made the Bull, no per- 
ſon ſhould have ever undergone that tor- 
ture ; for that this was the way to loſe me 
the reputation, which I had gain'd, on that 
account. But know, I never valued myſelf on 
the puniſhment inflicted on Perilaus, nor did 
I condemn him to it to purchaſe any fame or 

honour to myſelf, I am not under the leaſt 
uneaſineſs about the calumnies vented againſt 
me for puniſhing others in the like manner. 
I cannot ſee how the an the juſt re re- 


* See Ep. 78, 79, and 144. 
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wards due to villany can conſtitute a 

good or bad character. I foreſaw that 

others by his means would periſh in the 
Bull, and therefore I puniſh'd him. For as 

to the workmanſhip of it, inſtead of death, 

be on the contrary merited the higheſt 

reward. Both his own miſerable end, and 

the torments of all thoſe unhappy wret- 

ches, who underwent the ſame fate, are in 

ſome meaſure to be attributed to him. The 
cenſures of ill judging people ſhall give me 

no manner of concern, as long as I am able to 

prove that thoſe, who dyed thus, deſerved it. 

Beginning therefore at the artiſt himſelf, who 

ſuffer'd firſt, whom, for the ſake of man- 
kind and human nature itſelf, I was obliged 

to deſtroy, proceed candidly to examine 

the merits of all the reſt; and if, on the 

one hand, you cannot but approve the death 

of Perilaus; ſo, on the other, ought you 

not to blame me for chaſtiſing, as I did, both 
thoſe, who injured others, and the traitors, 

whom I took off, for a conſpiracy againſt 

my own life; and ſurely I were a fit object 

of ridicule, if whilſt I did juſtice on thoſe, 
who had wrong'd others, even tho' they were 

of ſervice to me, in the mean time I ſhould 

let 
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let them eſcape, who EP plotted to deſtroy , 
me; and, merely to avoid the unjuſt accuſati- 
tion of ſuch as would call me a cruel and in- 
human Tyrant, had flept as it were infenfible 
of my own apparent danger. Your opinion 
of me, I am ſufficiently acquainted with; yet 
need not be at any pains to publiſh it. Ceate 
therefore, I deſire, giving either yourſelf ox 


me any farther trouble. 8 
0 Sf 


DT FAUROLAS 


LXVII. 

So E neceſſary bufineſs calling me to Him- 
ra, I found the daughters of Szefichorus at their 
lyres, ſinging verſes; ſome made by their 
father, others by themſelves ; which though 
not equal to his, were far ſuperior to any 
beſides. Thrice happy doubtleſs did I efteeny 
him, who taught them; and thrice happy 
thoſe women, who could thus arrive at a pitch 
of learning ſo far beyond the common lot of 
their ſex. Exert yourſelf therefore, my Pau- 
rolas. I would gladly know what it is yon 
propoſe by ſuch violent exerciſes of your 
body; in arms, in hunting, and ſuch like 
laborious employments; at the ſame time 
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leaving your mind, which alone you ſhould 
ſtudy to improve, wholly uncultivated by 
the knowlege of oratory, or any of the arts 
and ſciences of Greece. Unleſs as a qualifi- 
cation for thoſe, who aſſiſt at the ſacred rites, 
I know no reaſon for the exerciſe of the body 
but for the ſake of health and ſtrength. He, 
who has the ambition of becoming con— 
ſpicuous in a common- wealth, muſt be care- 
ful in the culture of his mind ; unleſs indeed, 
which ſome have reported, your deſign is to 
gain the Tyranny, as by the laws deſcending 
to you ; and becauſe you think ſtrength of 
body may be of ſervice to you in the acqui- 
ſition of it; and on that account are ſo fond 
of exerciſe. Concerning which, take the ad- 
vice of one, who hath long fince repented 
of a Tyranny, aſſumed not voluntarily but 
through neceſlity ; the advice of one, who 
hath try'd both ſtates, and knows it better to 
be govern'd than to govern ; for the ſubject, 
freed from all other cares, 1s afraid of the Ty- 
rant only. The Tyrant dreads both the fo- 
reign conſpirator and the domeſtic Traitor; 
for amongſt a thouſand terrors and misfor- 
tunes, his own guards are firſt and moſt of all 


to be fear'd. Reflect ſeriouſly therefore on the 
e kind 
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kind counſel of a father, let no man exceed 
you in merit; and leave empire, with all its 
perpetual dangers and diſquietudes, to your 
enemies, and their poſterity. If after all, you 

have the weakneſs ſtill to think a life like 
mine hath any thing in it pleaſing or 
deſirable, and is not rather full of cala- 
mity and diſtreſs ; be aſſured, it is an error; 
attribute it to your ignorance; and pray 
to God that you may never experience the 
fortune of a Tyrant. 


To the ſame: : 


LXVIII. ” 

F I ſwear by the Gods I am far from think- f 
ing your demands for money extravagant; 2 
but I am really at preſent unable to ſupport i 

| 


your generoſity. Your expences I commend, 
and you ſhould ſooner want friends to beſtow 
your bounties on, than liberality in a father 
to ſupply them. But where there 1s ſuch be- 
neficence there ſhould alſo be a power equal 
to the greatneſs of mind from whence it | 
ſprings. To ſouls capable of ſuch virtue, for- = | 
tune will ſurely afford the means to exerciſe it. - 
Do not therefore reproach me as it 1 would 2 
F 4 refuſe ji 
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refuſe a little to him, for whoſe ſake only all 
I have was acquired. So far am I from blam- 
ing your diſpoſition that it gives me the 
higheſt ſatisfaction. I beg you would chuſe 
out objects worthy of it; and not only be 
liberal at preſent, but as long as the ſame 
fortune continues, purſue your deſign. The 
means, my generous Paurolas, I ſhall moſt 
willingly ſupply you with ; and look on an 
expence, ſo noble and ſo promiſing, as the 
grcateſt obligation you can lay upon me. 


To ERYTHIA. 


LXIX. 


You fears for the life of Paurolas under 
a Tyranny, which deter you from venturing 
him to Agrigentum, I can readily pardon, as 
natural to a woman and a mother, anxious 
for a beloved child. But, if you intend to 
detain him always with you, as if he was not 
as much my ſon as yours, you infringe the 
mutual rights of parents. In the ſtrictneſs 
of law, a boy belongs rather to the father 
than mother; though, in equity, both have 
an equal title to him: If, whenever you ſend 
your {on to his father, you look on it as an 


injury 
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injury done you, to rob you of ſo great a, 
comfort; what reaſon for complaint muſt he 
have, who has not yet once enjoy'd him? 
Act therefore more impartially, and ſend him 

to me; not for any length of time, but to 
return very ſoon; and that in a manner as 
ſhall become the ſon of Phalaris and Erythia; 
that if I cannot live with you, you at leaſt 
may live together in eaſe and affluence, Can 
any man think of ſquandering away his 
money on others, whilſt his wife and child 
are neglected? For my part, with the 
trueſt affection of a husband and a father, 

I ſhall divide the largeſt part of my ſubſtance 
between you, as ſoon as poſſible; as well 
on other accounts as that of approaching old 
age, and the cruel ſickneſs, from which J 
am ſo lately recover'd, and which has taught 
me that every man ought to look on the pre- 
ſent day as the laſt appointed him to live. 
In regard to your ſon's coming from Crete to 
Agrigentum, and his return home without 
danger, be aſſured, the tenderneſs of a father 
will be as good a ſafeguard as all a mother's 
fears. — 


We EPISTLES 
To PoLYCLETUS. 


LXX. 


I am at a loſs, I declare, O Polycletus, 
which to admire moſt; the excellency of 
your art, or the integrity of your manners; 
for your ſkill conquer'd a diſeaſe, which muſt 
have put an end to the life of a Tyrant ; 
and your honour was ſuperior to the rewards 
offer'd you to deſtroy me: From two of the 
greateſt dangers I was ever in, your juſtice 
ſept in to fave me; a molt perilous diſeaſe, 
and the bribes of my enemies. It was in 
your power, if the diſeaſe had got the 
better of me, and you had not uſed your 
art to prevent it, to have kill'd a Tyrant, 
and if it had not, yet as I ſhould moſt pro- 
bably have taken ſomething from you by 
way of remedy, though I periſh'd by the 
diſtemper, you might nevertheleſs have had 


the honour, and the reward due to ſo laudable 


an action. But you thought it baſe, for an 
infamous bribe, to ſacrifice your reputation ; 


and perhaps the very occaſion, which brought 


you to me, took away every thought of that 
kind. I however, who was ſo much in your 


power that you might have done with me 
| whatever 
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whatever you would, am not able to return 
you thanks equal to your virtue. But of 
this I am affured, that your knowlege is wor- 
thy of that God, who is the author of your 
art. Together therefore, with the praiſe of 
your ſkill and honeſty, I have ſent you, as 
tokens of my acknowledgement, four phials 


of pure gold, two filver cups wrought 


abroad, ten pair of glaſs cups, twenty boys, 
and fifty thouſand Attic crowns, I have alſo 
order'd my. ſteward Teucer to pay you a 
fallary equal to that of my captains of ſhips, 
guards, and other centurions. A poor re- 
ward for ſo noble a benefit! But let this add, 
in ſome meaſure, to its value ; that he, who 
can never be able to repay the favour, does 
at the ſame time confeſs his inability of do- 
ing it. 


Jo the ſame. 


LXXI. 


O your account I have releaſed Callzſ- 
crus, whoſe deſigns againſt me were ſo open 
and avow'd, that he has not only confeſs'd 
the conſpiracy, but pointed out to me all 
thoſe, who were concern'd in it ; and in- 
form'd me where, how, and in what manner 


they 
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they were to have attack d me. It would 
be the higheſt ingratitude in me to deny 
life to any at the interceſſion of him, to 
whom I am indebted for my own. Beſides, 
I thought it the moſt proper gift to beſtow 
on a phyſician, who is himſelf for ever em- 
ploy'din giving health and fafety to all, who 
alk it of him. But let Callzſchrus look en 
it as a piece of good fortune, unexpected and 
undeſerved, that he, through your intereſt, 
ſhould fave his own life, who would bave 
taken away that of another; which he would 


ſoon. have executed, had he not been luckily 


prevented. 


To PERIFSFHENES. 


LXXII. 
Tur wives of Eubulus and Aripbantns, 
who were engaged in the conſpiracy againſt 


me, whom you took priſoners, and whom 


Lat firſt intended to cut off, I have pardon'd. 
Tou will perhaps wonder what could be the 


occaſion. of fo ſudden a change; and when 


you, hear that it was owing to their extraordi- 
nary merit, your wonder may increaſe. On 
their examination, they not only confeſs d 


Wat they were privy to the conſpiracies. 
oh 
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of their husbands, but that they had them- 
ſelves agreed to join in killing the Tyrant 
and when I demanded of them what injuries 
of any kind I had ever done them to de- 
ſerve it, they replied, no private but a pub- 
lick one ; for the higheſt injury did they 
eſteem it to reduce free cities to flayery, 
When I aſk'd them what puniſhment was 
due to crimes like theirs; they reply'd, 
death. Judging them worthy of life, who 
could look on death with ſo much intrepi- 
dity, O Periſthenes, J could not but forgive 
ſuch greatneſs of ſoul. Call their relations 
together therefore, and reſtore to them every 
thing you took from theſe women, when 
you made them priſoners ; that they may, 
by no means, have the leaſt injury to com- 
plain of. | | 


To EVAN P E R. 


LXXIII. 

Bor H you and the Himerians, and even 
the greateſt part of all Sicily, muſt acknow- 
lege that Phalaris «ſurvived the conſpiracy 
of Himera, becauſe he was more virtuous 
| than his enemies, who were concern'd in it. 
Jupiter is not ſo unjuſt a judge as to deli- 

ver 
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ver any man into the hands of thoſe, who, 
how good ſo ever they might be in other 
reſpects, would dare to violate his Temple by 
an act of impiety. That a Tyrant ſhould be 
thus preſerved, the world may yet be un- 
willing to believe. I am concern'd to 
hear that Steſic horus is uneaſy at the report 
of Eubulus and his accomplices, who have 
laid their conſpiracy to the charge of his 
poems. Let bim, by no means, trouble him- 
ſelf, or think I could poflible give any credit 
to it. For if they had really, as they aſſert, 
apply d themſelves to the ſtudy of his works, 
they would not now have been puniſh'd for 
their crimes ; but rewarded for their virtues, 


To ORSILOCHUS. 


LXXIV. 


Ir it was look'd on as a reproach to me, 


that the philoſopher Pythagoras, whom 1 


had often invited, refuſed to come, (as you 
poſſitively aſſerted, with the higheſt enco- 
miums on his prudence in avoiding me ;) 
thathe is now here, and has lived with*me in 
the ſtricteſt amity for theſe five months, 


ſhould, on the other hand, be mention'd to 


my 
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my honour ; for it is indiſputable, that he 
would not have ſtay'd an hour with me, if 
my manners and diſpoſition had not, in ſome 
meaſure, reſembled and been agreeable to his 
OWN. 


To LEONTIDES 
LXXV. 

By your moſt abuſive harangues you 
ſpirited up the Camarians to wage war a- 
gainſt me. * But know, your oratory will 
little avail, when I ſhall revenge myſelf, 


not by empty words, with which youattack'd 


me, but by ſuch actions, as will be ſufficientto 
deter others from conſpiring againſt me. 
When the Camarians know this, they will 
ſurely much rather chuſe to experience the 


humanity and benevolence than the rage of 
Phalaris, | 


TJo DEMARATU 8. 


LXXVI. 
CEASE to wonder at the deaths of Al- 
einus and Dorymenes, as if inflicted with a 


1 — — 


* Sce Epiſt. 101. to Eabulus. Where it is obſervable 
that this whole Epiſtle, except the firſt ſentence, is repeated. 


tyrannical 
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tyrannical cruelty and injuſtice. Certainly 
it ſhould rather move your admiration, that 
they have already twice or thrice received 
pardon, and not met, long ſince, with that 
puniſhment, which they deſerved. 


To HEGEt sIPPUs: 
© LXXVIL 
I doubt not but you, and the reſt of the 


relations of Cliſihenes, who are moſt con- 


cern'd at his baniſhment, (when to repent of 


what is paſt is all that is now left,) are at 
length convinced of his folly, in attempting 
that, for which he ſuffer'd. When he was 
firſt ſeduced by the fond ambition of manag- 
ing the commonwealth, I look'd on him with 
an eye of pity, and even ſent letters to foretel 
him of the inevitable conſequences of it. 
But he, puff'd up with the luſt of fame, gave 
no ear to me; thought me a trifler, and an 
utter ſtranger to the arts of government ; 
or perhaps as a Tyrant of courſe an 
enemy to all, who conſulted the public 
good. In this manner perſiſting, his own 
arrogance deſtroy'd him; and he learn'd, 


to his ruin, that Phalaris, though a Ty- 


rant knew how to govern a city ; which he 


ſhew'd himſelf miſerably unfit to manage. 


In 


int 


ine 


hay 
thi: 
bri 
Wil 


par 


cag 


HLA Mi 


In reality, the common herd are eaſily drawn 
away to any thing wrong; the end of their 
ſchemes rarely correſponding with their be- 
ginnings. For my own part, (and I think 
every man in his ſenſes muſt be of the ſame 
opinion) I had much rather be condemn'd 
than applauded by them. Their hatred is 
extinguiſh'd in much leſs time than it was 
kindled in; nor, in fact, at its greateſt height 
is it much to be fear'd; while, on the other 
hand, their favour is for the moſt part fol- 
low'd by baniſhment, death, the loſs of all we 
have, or ſomething no leſs calamitous. By 
the great Jove I ſwear, I ſpeak that to thee, 
which I think and know. The multitude 
is ever confuſed, mad, impotent, eaſy to 
be bent on either ſide, perfidions, falſe, a 
mere empty ſound, angry and pleaſed in an 
inſtant; and that ſlave to a commonwealth, 
who courts the populace, is only ſeek- 
ing glory to his deſtruction, - Many yet 
have there been, who have labour'd under 
this diſeaſe ; hurried on by a fooliſh and un- 
bridled paſſion, or rather madneſs, to love it 
with a ſtronger affection than ever the fondeſt 
parents ſhew'd to their children ; with more 
eagerneſs than the tendereſt huſbands expreſs 
G — 
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to their wives; the covetous do not ſo dote on 
their coffers; the warriors, nor thoſe, who breed 
np horſes for the Olympic games, do not with 

o much ardour purſue their ſeveral inclina- 
tons as theſe men ſeek that ridiculous honour, 
that wretched applauſe, which always ends 
in their deſtruction, The friends of ſuch have 
cauſe to grieve, and their enemies may moſt 
confidently rejoyce. Do you, who are the re- 
lations of the unfortunate C HMbenes, take pity 
on and comfort him, as one, who has taſted 
of the afflictions of human life; and as he 
has hitherto been in a fatal error, turn away 
his thoughts from any thing of this kind, for 
the future. 


To STE es. 
XXVIII. 

NicccrLEs of Syracuſe, whom you are 
moſt probably acquainted with, (for as he 
is of a noble family, he can hardly be un- 
known to Ste/ichorus) having lately loſt his 
wife, is inconſolable; and indeed not with- 
ot reaſon, ſhe being both his wife and neice 
by the fiſter's fide, This Nicccles having, 
1 ſuvpoſe, heard of the fiiendihip between 
us, {ent his brother Cleonzens to me, deſiring 
| me 
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me to apply to you for a poem in her praiſe 
and by all I hear from the Syracuſians, 
both in regard to her fingular modeſty, and 
more than ordinary merit, ſhe is no unworthy 
ſubjet. I know you had reſolved never to 
write any thing in praiſe of thoſe of your 
own age ; leſt you might give the world room 
to ſay your poetry was venal. This good, 
this pious and friendly worn, is now no 
longer of this age, but ſnatch'd away from 
us. Let not therefore that reſolution, by any 
means, hinder you from granting my requeſt. 
St-/ichorus ſhou'd refuſe nothing to Phalaris; 
not that you are at all indebted to me, but 
that I would gladly ſtrengthen myſelf in the 
opinion of your regard for me. Give me 
therefore this teſtimony of your eſteem, 
which I aſk in my own name to beſtow it 
on a friend. What remains (if you conſent,) 
is only to inform you, that her name is Cle- 
ariſta; by birth a Syracuſan; the daughter 
of Echecratides; wite and niece of Nzcocles ; 
married ſeventeen years ; aged thirty; the 
mother of two children; and that laſtly the 
died of a conſumption. Theſe are the heads 
you mud go upon; may the Goddeſſes, 
whom you worſhip, inſpire you, and adorn 
G 2 _ that 
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that ſacred head, as in all your other works, 


ſo in that, which you ſhall write for my 
fake in praiſe of Cleariſta. 


To the ſame. 
LXXIX. 
Fon your verſes on Cleariſta, I return you 
many and mot hearty thanks. You have 


done all in your power to oblige me. 
Every part of the work is happily diſpoſed ; 


the whole pocm excellent, and applaud- 


ed, not by me alone (who admire every 
thing that comes from Szeſichorus) but by 
many of the beſt judges in Agrigentum, who 
read it with me. Nor will it be celebrated 
by the preſent times only, but by all poſte- 
rity, My fincereſt acknowlegements there- 
fore, J again repeat it, are due to you, that at 
my requelt you have enrich'd this and future 
ages with fo invaluable a poem. But of me 
and my actions (for ſomething of that kind 
you ſeem to intimate in your letter) I beſeech 
you, by Jove the hoſpitable, and the ſacred 
altars dedicated to friendſhip, that you would 
not nn ke the leaſt mention. The unhappy 
ſtation I am in has made my name hatetul 
to the people, Whether your private opinion 


of 
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of me therefore be more or leſs favourable 
than that of the publick, let it be never 
openly declared in the verſes but wrote in. the 


heart of Szefichorus. 


To CLEEANETAS and THEANO. 
LXXX. 


For your warmth in eſpouſing my cauſe, 
and the generous deſign of ſpeaking favour- 
ably of Phalaris, you have both my fincere 
thanks. Tho' it would give me the greateſt 
ſatisfaction, my hard fortune will not permit 
it, In regard to my birth and family, you 
will find my name ſpotleſs and unblemith'd. 
But it has been ſullied by actions, to which 
neceſſity drove me, contrary to my natural 
inclinations, Nor am I odious on any other 
account, but that I would not ſubmit to the 
laws, making myſelf a law to my ſub- 
jects. The favour therefore, which you de- 
ſign'd, by making honourable mention of 
Phalaris, will be more effectually conferr'd 
by ſaying nothing of him. 


1 
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To the EN N AN s. 
LXXXI. | 

I would by no mcans have you imagine 
that any uneaſineſs, on account of the money, 
which 1 remitted to you, was the occaſion 
of this letter ; but that you might enjoy the 
full benefit of it, by calling Periander to 
juſtice, Though, if it ſhould appear that 
this accuſation of theft againſt him was with- 
out foundation, I muſt own I ſhould then be 
inclined to ſuſpect tiat the city was not in 
reality deſtitute of money; but that this was 
merely a pretext, made ute of to defraud the 
creditors. It has indced an appearance even 
of madneſs, one moment to plead poverty 
and beg money, and the next, as if they 
abounded in riches, to give up the public 
ock a prey to robbers. You ſhould certainly 
have convinced your creditors that you were 
rich, by paying them; or the theives, that you 
were poor, by giving them nothing. But if, 
inſtead of this, you permit what belongs to 
the public to fall into the hands of any, who 
will pleaſe to come for it, and at the ſame 
time pretend that vou are too poor to ſatisfy 
your creditors, you behave unjuſtly without 
the leaſt excuſe for or inducement to it; it 
would 
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would be much more honourable in you to 
repay what you borrow'd, which otherwiſe 
would fall- into the hands of plunderers, 
than thus to deceive me, under the pretence 
of trying my generoſity, and permitting Pe- 
riander to enjoy the money, I lent you, 
unmoleſted. It is however yet in your pow- 
er either to procure ſatisfaction for me and 
ſafety to yourſelves, or to throw away both 
my money and your own. 


To TI NM AN 


LXXXII. ; 

Tur the Camariaus, who for a long 
time refuſed to enter into a war on fo tri- 
vial an occaſion, have at length levied an 
army againit me, may perhaps give you no 
{mail ſatisfaction. But when all your idle 
hopes of the event ſhall be fruſtrated; 
then, not what you have done, but the puniſh- 
ment inevitably following it, will make you 
repent, What relicf or comfort will then 
remain for you? If indeed your having 
perſuaded the Camarians to this could have 
given me any uneaſineſs, it might alſo have 
attorded you a pleaſure ; but in every thing 
you have hitherto done, you have only pre- 

G 4. judiced 
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judiced yourſelf, My torments ſhall never 
put an end to the life of ſuch a wretch as 
thyſelf. Under a weight of guilt like thine, 
to live is the propereſt puniſhment ; and to 
have thy days extended, if poſſible, beyond 
the term, which nature has allotted thee. 


To the MILFESIANS. 
| _ EXXXHHL 
By the perſualions of your ambaſſadors, 
J have been prevail'd upon to lend you ſome 
money ; which yet, on account of the per- 
petual expence of wars, I can ill ſpare. 
But friendſhip, as it is ſaid, admits of no ex- 


cuſes. Let me not however reproach you 


hereafter for imitating the generality of man- 
kind; who, when they borrow, uſe all the 
arts of flattery ; but when call'd on to re- 
turn it, change their fawning to abuſe, with- 
out the leaſt regard to juſtice or gratitude. 
Doubtleſs he, who receives a benefit, ſhould 
remember him, who beſtow'd it; and till 
the obligation is cancell'd, by the diſcharge 
of what he owes, behave with equal courteſy 
to all thoſe, to whom he is indebted. Be 
they good or bad men, the favour is ſtill the 
jame; and we ſhould return to every one 
their own, For my own part, O Mileſians, 

i 
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I truſt I am ever firm to my principles, and 
the ſame ; but thoſe, who borrow only to 
ſerve a preſent turn, are too apt to change 
their diſpoſitions with their circumſtances, 
as the Cameleon its colour, according to 
the diverſity of its ſituation. When they 
borrow, they extol their friend as their bene- 
factor and their God; when he is to be 
paid, calumniate him as a Tyrant and a vil- 
lain. Tam fatisfied it is much more eligible 
to be defrauded by a private man than by a 
whole community ; for he, who is deprived 
of his right by the former, makes but one 
enemy, and that an inſignificant one; where- 
as he, who is wrong'd by the latter, meets 
with an equal loſs, and beſides creates a 
thouſand. But, as I have not the leaſt ſuſpi- 
cion of any thing of this kind from you, I 
moſt willingly ſend you the money ; becauſe 
I know you are careful in all your affairs, 
and the ſtricteſt obſervers of juſtice in your 
agreements. Nor need I inform you, that 
it will be with much more difficulty believed 
that one ſhould injure many, than that many 
ſhould injure one ; for it is infinitely more 
probable that a multitude ſhould hold in 
contempt a fingle man, than that a fingle 


may 


Witt. fl 


1 


4 


go The EPISTLES o 


man ſhould have ſtrength and courage c- 
nough to deſpiſe a multitude. 


To the MESSENIANS. 


LXXXIV. 
Wren I ſent the Delphic tripods, the 


golden crowns, and other valuable gifts to 
your Temples, bs implore health of the Gods, 


T was in ſome doubt wicther you would 


piouſly conſecrate them, or defraud me, and 
ſhare them among yourſelves ; which laſt 1 
find you have done. You invented falſities 
againſt me, and facrilegiouſly deprived the 
Gods of the preſents devoted to them, under 
a pretence that they were unholy. * But 
where is the difference between robbing them 
of that, which is already conſecrated ; or 
that, which was deſign'd to be ſo? Both 
are equally their right, and the giver has 
no farther title to them. My reverence to 
the Gods therefore and your impiety are ſuf- 
ficiently atteſted. N either he, who gave, 
nor thoſe, who took away, can lye hid from 
them. It is enough for me that though they 
did not receive the gifts, you alone will bc 
* Sce Lucian's P-a/arts, p. 16. 


* 


the 
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the object of their vengeance; for you con- 
feſs d that what I ſent, were not polluted; nor 
could they indeed be fo, unleſs the ſame things 
ſhould have the double qualityof being good, 
when diſtributed among you, and bad, when 
offer'd to the Gods. You have even accuſed 
and condemn'd yourſelves ; for the magiſtrates 
lay it to the charge of the people, that they 
were thus treated as the gifts of an enemy, 
and they in their turn retort it on the ma- 
oiſtrates ; and what is ſtill more impious, 
you call the Gods themſelves traitors, ſhould 
they receive theſe preſents; as if they were 
ſubject to the vices of mankind ; when at the 
fame time you have never call'd to account 
thoſe honeſt citizens of your republic, who 
would no leſs than three times have gladly 
ſurrender'd up Me//ana, in the ſame manner 
as I got Agrigentum into my hands, if I 
would have given them the price they aſk'd 
for it. But you dare not puniſh them for 
what you are yourſelves guilty of, You are 
all to be corrupted. My intended gifts, 
and thoſe, which I have already offer'd to 
the Gods, I ſhall concern myſelf no farther 
about. Thoſe Gods, whom you have in- 


jured, will revenge my cauſe and their own, 


by 
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by inflicting on you that puniſhment, which 
you deſerve. ET 


Jo TIMONAC TES. 


LXXXV. 
I have defeated the Leontines. But that 


you may be the better able to bear this miſ- 
fortune, and leſt the telling you all ſhould 
perhaps make you lay violent hands on 
yourſelf, I have not wrote you a diſtinct 
account of the whole; nor ſhall I inform 
you that TI have allo totally routed the Tau- 
romenites, and the Zancleans, who came to 
their aſſiſtance; neither will I mention the 
hundred talents, which the priſoners paid 
me for their ranſom. I would not deſtroy 
one already almoſt dead with the report of 
my incredible victories, or boaſt I had thus 
kill'd a man, when in your preſent condition 
you no longer deſerve the name of one. 


Jo Huinzzo: 
LXXXVI. 

THo' I have matter enough of complaint 
againſt thee, eſpecially for thy harangues to 
the Leontines in the late popular ſedition, I 
ſhall only tell thee that the Indian Elephant 
never ſtoops to reſent the injuries of the nat. 


Rs To 
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To ARISTANETUVUS 


LXXXVII. 


Tu approach of old age does not give 
me any concern; fince it is Phalaris him- 
ſelf and not his power, which decays. But 
your anxiety on my account makes me un- 
happy. In ſpite of all the fears of Ariſta- 
netus, death mult infallibly come. * I ig 
better therefore, according to the precept of 


the poet, to ſuffer the evil that is decreed, 
without the dread of it. 


To the HIMEREANS. 


LXXXVIII. 


You have ſufficiently diſcover'd to me, 
O Himereans, that you think it of very little 
conſequence to you whether Phalaris be 
your friend or enemy: Providence however 
has hitherto ſmiled upon me; and I look on 
its paſt protection as an earneſt of future 
favours, and doubt not but every thing will 


* 


*The original is in two Tambic verſes, quoted by Phalaris 
Com ſome antient poet, whoſe works are not now extant. 


happen 
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happen to my wiſh. Conon, * as I before 
inform'd you, I order'd to immediate death; 
becauſe I knew him to be a villain, and one, 
who had neither * parentsnor relations in the 
city. Dropidas I ſent back to you with ſuch 
honours as I could beſtow on him; becauſe 
he neither behaved ill to you, nor injured me. 
Concerning Steſichorus we ſhall take time to 
conſider. „ 


To NEOLATDAS. 


LXXXIX. 

Br aſſured you have nothing to fear from 
my reſentment ; for I find the good things 
you have done much outweigh the evil. To 
the former therefore add this ; never to force 
me to entertain a worſe opinion of you than 
J have at preſent. | 

To MNESICLES. 
. 
| I heartily congratulate you on the birth 
of your daughter; though it ſeems you 


ä —— 


* See Ep. 108. 

„Among other reaſons for ordering Cenony to immediate 
death, Phalaris mentions his having no friends or relations; 
ſo that the puniſhment could affect none but the guilty 
perſon ; which, if it was thus meant, is a mark of the hu- 
manity of the Tyrant. | | 


wiſh'd 


PHAL ARIS 


wiſh'd rather for a ſon, I own, in my opi- 
nion, you are much happier as it is; for na- 
ture has ſo order'd it that daughters are gene- 
rally the moſt dutiful to their parents, In 
regard to my preſents, I ſhall then think 
they are really acceptable to you, when you 
not only gladly receive what I ſend, but will 
let me know what you moſt want ; which 
I cannot poſſibly otherwiſe be acquainted 
with; and eſpecially at this time, when you 
mult neceſſarily have occaſion for a larger 


ſupply, on account of the birth of your 
daughter, 


To ALCANDER, 


XCI. 

LET not my filence encourage you, or 
any man living, to hope his words or ac- 
tions could intimidate me. For as I 
know the art of war, as I never yet ridi- 
culouſly attempted any thing beyond my 
ſtrength, or did any thing unjuſt, and as I 
am no ſtranger to the inconſtancy of for- 
tune, and all her doubtful and fluctuating 
motions, I account myſelf therefore fitter 
to teach others than to be myſelf inform'd of 


theſe 
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theſe things, and yield to none, in a juſt 
confidence of my own abilities. I truſt in 
God I ſhall never ſhew myſelf inferior to 
the man, who injures me, and have a firm 
hope in him, that he will deliver up all 
thoſe, who conſpire againſt me, into my 
power. 


To STESICHORUS. 


1 


I hear you have been at Aluntium, Alzſa, 


and from city to city to collect money and 


ſoldiers againſt me; and will you then, O 
Steſichorus, continue, at your years, this ri- 
diculous madneſs, in ſupport of a common. 
wealth ? Have you no veneration for thoſe 
Goddeſſes, you pretend to adore ; whom you 


thus proſtitute and betray, by making uſe 


of them to ſtir up the populace againſt a 
power much too ſtrong for them? Have 
you no more regard to your children than 
thus to provoke an enemy able to cruſh 
them like a reed? I hear alſo that you are 


about a deſcription, in verſe, of the return 


of 
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of the Græciaus; * wherein you have cen- 
ſured the raſhneſs of ſome of their Heroes; 
little confidering, at the ſame time, how 
you ſhall yourſelf return from Alæſa to 
Himera. But know, the Rock of Capbareus, 
the Symplegades, Charybdis, and all the dread- 
ful preparation of Nauphus await thee ; nor 
ſhalt thou eſcape my hands, + though a God, 
which with you poets is no uncommon 
thing, ſhould tranſport thee from my fight. 


++ To the HIMEREANS. 


XCIIL. 

To Stefichorus we have given liberty, and 
free pardon, tho' not at your interceſſion 
in ſpite of which he might have ſuffer d a 
thouſand deaths ; but we yielded him up to 
thoſe Goddeſſes, to whom he is devoted, and 
to all the Gods and | Haus, whe N 


— W 


* Phalaris alludes here to s poem, written RE: Stefichorus 
calbd T'ais TIspors, or the deſtruction of Troy, cited by 
 Pauſanias. 

T Sed me per boſtes Mercurius celer. Row. 
| Denſs paventem ſuſtulit dire. 
Says Horace, after he had ran away at the battle of Philippi. 


Phalaris moſt probably alludes to Hamer's Heroes, who are 
frequently convey'd away in a Cloud by ſome God, who ſleps 
in to their aſſiſtance. See Iliad B. 3. and Odys. B. 7. 

t See Ep. 108. 
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over Himera. They have never injured 
Phalaris. What ſchemes he plan'd a- 
gainſt me you beſt know; but conſcience 
would not permit me to join a man, like 
him fo juſtly renown'd for wiſdom, and 
ſacred to the Muſes, in the ſame puniſh- 
ment with fo infamous a wretch as Conon. 
On the contrary, I could wiſh to preſerve 
ſuch men from the power of death. But I 


enjoin you henceforth never urge him on 


to actions like thoſe he ſo lately engaged in; 
for, as I am inform'd by ſome people of 
Alæſa, it was not his own inclinations, but 


your raſh advice, which drove him to it. 


Force him not therefore any more to things 
of this kind; but chuſe out men fitter for 
your purpoſe, Leave Steſichorus to his 
ſtudies and retirement, and by no means 
raiſe up enemies againſt me, who reſemble 
him, whom 1 ſhall perhaps be tempted to 
treat with leſs moderation. But, if you 
are in want of men to manage your affairs, 
pick out ſuch, I beſeech you, as, if they 
chance to fall into my hands, I may cut off 
without any ſcruple or remorſe; whoſe 


deaths will give neither you nor myſelf the 


| leaſt uneafineſs. 
; | To 


11 ²˙ —.qod n...... ]... 


»H4L 4216 A 
To STESICHORUS, 


| XCIV, 

Tnovon we are not lord of Himera, 
O Stefichorus, yet are we of Agrigentum. 
Great therefore is my obligation to thee, who, 
by endeavouring to take away from me a 
leſs empire, haſt given me a greater ; for 
know, whilſt I am maſter of Agrigentum, 

I can with eaſe revenge myſelf of all the 
enemies, which I have at Himera. 


To fn 
XCV. : 

On the receipt of your letters, I ſent you 
the money immediately ; it having been ever 
my opinion that to make a benefit truly va- 
luable, it ſhould be conferr'd not only ſea- 
ſonably but expeditiouſly. I have therefore 
given you the three talents you defired, to 
pay the fine for your fon, to recall him from 
baniſhment, and prevent his ever falling a- 
gain into the like calamity. How great a 

one it is, I myſelf know by experience. I 
have alſo ſent three talents to recover his 
goods, which were confiſcated. But let me 


adviſe Clithenes never to engage again in the 
- affairs 
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affairs of the commonwealth; nor entangle 
himſelf in a buſineſs, which, if it ſucceeds, 
the whole body reaps the fruit of, and, if it 
fails, all the misfortunes reſulting from it 
are ſure to fall on the leaders. If his own 
diſtreſſes are not a ſufficient leſſon, let him 
learn one from the example of his kinſman 
Phalaris. Unſkilld in the management 
of a multitude, I was driven out of my 
native country ; to which, though a Tyrant, 
I can never return; and ſurely the pleaſures 
of a Tyranny can never compenſate for the 
pains of exile. I ſwear by the Gods, I do 
not ſay this from any uneaſineſs at the ex- 
pence you have put me to, but from an un- 
feign'd ſorrow for your misfortunes. I am 
not afraid that I ſhould be obliged to repeat 
the favour, but that you ſhould be again re- 
duced to the neceſſity of aſking it ; for, in 
regard to my friends, the more unfortunate 
they are, the greater willingneſs and liber- 
ality would I endeayour to ſhew in their re- 
lief. 


To NICoPHEMUS 
. Ho - 
Tur wretches, whom in your harangue 
to the Leontines you repreſented as expiring 
under 
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under ſuch cruel torments, I put to death 
juſtly for a confpiracy againſt me. But you, 
not in the leaſt terrified by their example, 
have yourſelf been guilty of the ſame, and 
endeayour'd to ſpirit up the Leontines 
to a war, which ſuch arguments as 
thoſe you made uſe of will hardly in- 
cline them to proſecute. It is ſcarce poſ- 
ſible the man, who is dreaded for his cruelty, 
ſhould alſo be deſpiſed for his cowardice z 

but if they ſhould follow your advice and 
take up arms againſt me, I ſhall not envy 
you the due “ reward of your ſervices, nor 
endeavour by any means to diſſuade you from 
the purſuit of it. 


To LysSiNnus. 


XCVII. 
Wir. there never then, O Lyfinus, be 


an end to thy raſhneſs? O thou moſt fooliſh 
of men; at thirty years of age, to have no 
more regard to thyſelf than thus to provoke 
an enemy fo much thy ſuperior ; {till con- 
tinuing to write tragedies againſt me, as if 
ſuch things could give me the leaſt uneaſineſs: 
But take. heed thyſelf of an end more cruel 
wn any tragedy th nd: couldls ever invent. 


* The Bull. F 


„ 7 
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To EFPICH ARM Us. 


XCVIII. 

YouR approbation outweighs with me the 
good opinion of all Sicily, even though, 
when you ſpeak of me as J am, not a man 
in it will perhaps credit your aſſertion. The 
vulgar, born merely to fill up the creation, 
I have always look'd upon as unworthy of 
the leaſt regard; whether J am utterly un- 
known to, or admired by ſuch, will be of no 
conſequence. There are many who think with 
you (though I would rather count by virtue 
than by numbers) who eſteem me an honeſt 
and a virtuous man. But did you even ſtand 
alone in your judgment, that teſtimony 


in my fayour would be ſufficient, nor ſhould 


I defire a nobler encomium. 


To CEBRON, 
XCIX. 


WHEN you are ſo well acquainted with 


my diſpoſition, when you know and wonder 


at my cruelty in inflicting ſuch exquiſite 


tortures, how comes it to paſs that none of 
you have yet been deterr'd from entring 
into conſpiracies againſt me? You weep 
over the miſeries of thoſe, who ſuffer, and 

| £ yet 
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yet will not let them teach yon not to in- 
jure Phalaris. It would be much more 
agreeable to me not to be reduced to a ne- 
ceſſity of inflicting ſuch puniſhments, and 
ſurely more to your intereſt not ſo raſhly to 
deſpiſe them. Should J act with mildneſs in 
the chaſtiſement of offenders, what would 
you not attempt, when even now, without 
the leaſt hope of favour or mitigation of the 
puniſhment, you run upon it with the ut- 
moſt precipitation? I promiſe therefore to 


ceaſe from my cruelty, when you {ball firſt 
ceaſe to injure me. 


To EVCOCTEM ON. 


„ 
THERE is nothing in your accuſation of 


me before the Syracu/ians, which is not 
ſtrictly true; and I readily confeſs it. But 


ſhould I, for the future, abſtain from puniſh- 
ing ſuch as doub:leſs deſerved what I inflict- 
ed on them, and you on your . part leave 
off thoſe counſels ſo prejudicial to you, it 
would be much better for us both; as no 
one would then have any reaſon to blame 
my conduct or lament your ſufferings. 


** 5 -M 


Il 
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To CLEOBULUS. 


8 

You cannot, with all your harangues, 
perſuade the Camarians to enter into a war 
againſt me, which they know muſt be car- 
ried on, not by plauſible ſpeeches, but by great 
and glorious acts. Therefore, if you think 
to ſucceed with them, you muſt firſt con- 
vince them that the event will be anſwerable 
to your promiſes ; but, if this will not gain 
their aſſent, change your opinion; ad- 
viſe them to the contrary ; and you may pro- 
bably, by this means, gain your point, As 
the caſe now ſtands, one of theſe two things 
3s indiſputable ; they either diſapprove of the 
counſel as prejudicial, or deſpiſe the coun- 
ſellor, as inſignificant. T am inclined to 
think both; but know, I ſhall revenge my- 
ſelf on you, not by empty words, with which 
you attack'd me, but by ſuch actions as will 
be ſufficient to deter others from conſpiring 


againſt me. When the Camarians know 


this, they will ſurely much rather chuſe to 
experience. the humanity and benevolence 
than the rage of Phalart 4. 


2 - 
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To CLEODICUS. 
_ CIL, 

You have laid defigns againſt me of the 
blackeſt nature, O Cleodicus, and which it 
is far beyond your power to execute. How ] ‚ 
do you flatter yourſelf you can ever hurt 
Phalaris, by thus laviſhly obeying the niece 
of a low Thracian Tanner, the wife of 
Autander; a wretch, who kill'd her husband, 
and owes all ſhe has to that infamous mur- 
ther? But I will not let my anger tranſport 
me ſo far as to make me employ myſelf in 
enumerating thy villanies. If I thought thee 
worth puniſhing, I would inſtantly revenge 
myſelf, for all thy injurious treatment of 


me, on thee and thy whole race, 
e 


* 


To the Children of 8 1 


: a. - 1 

Wu Ar fitter conſolation can you have in 
your preſent affliction, than to reflect on the 
virtue of that father, whom you lament? The 
funeral of Steſicborus ſhould be follow d with 
hymns and not with tears. Do not there- 
fore weep or beat your breaſts, or ſnew any 
marks of ſorrow ; not but that ſuch are and 


wt 
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muſt neceſſarily be made uſe of; ſuch ex- 
preſſions of grief are proper over thoſe only, 
whoſe lives, as uſeleſs and unprofitable to the 

world, rather than their deaths, are to be re- 
gretted; ſuch indeed we may lament, but not 
Stefichorus; who ſpent his days in the ſociety 
of the muſes, and whoſe name will be re- 
vered by future ages. His divine poems are 
deſervedly eſteem'd, not only by our own 
nation but by all the world; and to me the 
everlaſting power of God, diffuſed through 
the whole univerſe, is nothing but harmony; 
that harmony, which he ſo nobly imitated. 
Shew yourſelves therefore the worthy children 
of ſuch a father. It will be no eaſy taſk to 
follow, even at a diſtance, ſo bright an ex- 
ample. By no means grieve at his glorious 
lot, which will ſecure to him a happineſs 
not confined to one age, but extended to all 
eternity. Do not rob him of that fame and 
thoſe divine honours, which the Himereans 
pay to him as a God, by weeping over him 
as a man. He (I can from my own know- 
lege of him aſſert) was never terrified at the 
approach of death; but, when the time 
appointed came, bore it with the ſame intre- 
pidity as thoſe illuſtrious Heroes, whoſe 


glorious 
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glorious deaths he has celebrated in his 
poems ; thoſe poems, which you are to look 
upon as the moſt invaluable treaſure, and 
the beſt rules for your conduct in life. You 
muſt yourſelves call to mind how nobly he 
behaved, when he firſt fell into my hands, 
without the leaſt dread of ſuffering, but with 
as much courage, when a priſoner, as when 
an enemy in the field. Wiſdom then tri- 
umph'd over tyranny. I could not hurt, I 
could only endeavour to do him ſervice. Af- 
ter all the labour I had been at to get him into 
my power, when I had compaſs d it, I became 
as it were myſelf the captive, and thought 
myſelf the perſon obliged, when he would 
condeſcend to accept any favour from me; 
nor do I hold him any ways bound to me 
for the continuance of my friendſhip for 
twelve years, (for ſo long did he live after- 
wards in amity with me,) but ſhall. ever 
think myſelf indebted to him ; as for many 
things, ſo more particularly for that con- 
tempt of death, with which he only of all 
mankind could have inſpired me. 


To 
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To the CATANEANS, 8 
CIV. 

You may perhaps think you have already 
ſufficiently ſuffer'd for all the injuries you 
have done me ; becauſe, for the thirty men 
you ſo cruelly burn'd, you have loſt five hun- 
dred citizens, and for the ſeven talents you 
rob'd me of have repaid me by a much 
greater ſum. But let this inform you, what 
you have hitherto ſuffer'd is but the begin- 
ning of my reſentment. My hatred of you, 
whilſt providence holds together this frame 
of things, I will never remit ; I am re- 
ſolved to wage eternal war with you; not fo 
much for my own fake as that of the Gods, 
in whoſe power only it is to fave or to de- 
ſtroy. If the fire of Z7na, into which yeu 
threw thoſe innocent ſuppliants, whoſe cauſe 
I revenge, be, like the other elements of 
nature, a part of the divine principle of all 


things, not Phalaris alone, but that fun, who 
beholdeth all, muſt henceforth be your enemy. 


* 


6 3 to that ſyſtem, which prevaibd in the age of 
Pbalaris, of the Arima Mundi, held by Pythagoras and bis 
followers. The Tyrant could not pay a higher compliment to 
che Philoſopher, whoſe friendſhip he was at this time fo ambi- 
tous of, than by thus adopting his principles. T 
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Mr frequent letters to your father, deſiring 
him to put a ſtop, if poſſible, to your raſh 
attempts againſt me, have perhaps only given 
you farther encouragement in the purſuit of 
them; as if my requeſts on that head were 
the effect of fear. But ſurely I ſhould have 
thought it much beneath me to have wrote 
on that account. The truth is, having 
heard that your aged father was a man of a 
mild and tender diſpoſition, and had no other 
children but yourſelf, I could not help pitying 
him; and at the ſame time, in ſome meaſure, 
pardoning you; attributing your indiſcretion 
to the heat of youth; whilſt you, without the 
leaſt regard to a father, trembling for his only 
child, or to your own ſafety, perſiſt in your 
follies; either becauſe you have never ſuffer d 
for them, or becauſe you think you may leave 
them off, whenever you pleaſe; which ſel- 
dom happens, even to much wiſer men than 
yourſelf, Whilſt therefore it is yet in your 
power to chuſe that, which is beſt, do not 
follow the example of Timander, but rather 
hearken to an enemy, who conſults your 
welfare, than a friend, who would perſuade 
you to your ruin. = 
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To POL T U 
CVI. 

Bx aſſured, Pollux, my injuries are much 
greater than my reſentments; nor are, as you 
aſſert, the evils I bear myſelf, and the puniſh- 
ments I inflict on others, equally cruel; for no 
leſs than thrice have I pardon'd thoſe, who 
conſpired againſt me ; whereas on their fide, 
of all thoſe, who have thus treated me, not 
one, even after being detected in his villany, 
will bluſh to repeat it. 


To The EGINIAN Ss. 


_ CVIL. 


I ſee no reaſon why, as I have power to 
do it, I ſhould not, with the ſtricteſt juſtice, 
revenge myſelf on you ; which I will ine- 
vitably do, unleſs you inſtantly ſend back the 
men, whom you illegally, (and merely in 
compliance with that infamous wretch Pafo) 
have detain'd theſe three months in priſon, 


To the HIMEREAN 6. 
CVIIL. 
Know, Sze/ichorus, Conon, and Dropidas 


are not with the Corinthians, to whom you 
not WILL LNG C 3 
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ſent them, but with me; being taken in their 
paſſage from Pachynus to Peloponneſus. Dro- 
pidas we ſhall perhaps ſend back to you. 
Conon was order'd to immediate Death. Ste- 


fichorus is yet alive till we have reſolved in 
what manner he ſhall ſuffer, 


20 STESICHORUS. 


; CIX. 
I hear you are in the greateſt fear, when 
you reflect on my power and your own 
ouilt, in carrying on deſigns againſt me in 
favour of the commonwealth. But I am a- 
mazed you ſhould not have expreſs'd the fame 
fear, when with ſuch ardour you firſt aſſiſted 
the Himereans and promiſed, if they would 
take your advice, to extirpate the tyrannical 
government, as you call'd it. But if you had 
then that contempt of death, which every 
wiſe man ought to have, why are you now 
in ſuch anxiety? Have you not ſtrength 
of mind enough to bear up againſt thoſe 
things, which you then foreſaw would be 
the inevitable conſequences of ſuch an under- 
taking. If you were always uneaſy at the 
apprehenſion of future puniſhment, why 
would you ſo raſhly exclaim againſt me? 
. =... 
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Why would you ſtir up ſo powerful an enemy, 


by repreſenting me as an haughty villain, and 
producing ſentences out of your poems before 
the people to aſperſe me ? Engaged as you 
were in the peaceable ſtudies of muſick and 
poetry, why would you thus throw yourſelf 


into a way of life ſo directly inconſiſtent with 


them ; and when you might have enjoyed 
leiſure and retirement, thus involve yourſelf 
in affairs ſo ill ſuited to your talents ? But 
fince you have reſolved, inſtead of a poet, 
to be the leader of a popular faction, look 


for the fate, not of poets or muſicians, 


but ſuch a one as thoſe leaders, who enter 


into deſigns far beyond their abilities, and 


fall into the hands of their enemies, muſt ex- 

pect to meet with. 

| To CLISTHENES, 

d | CY. 
'THERE are a kind of men, who, if their 

advice be rejected, never fail to take occaſion, 

from the event they had foretold, to aſſume 


great merit to themſelves ; whoſe example 1 
would by no means follow; nor do I mean by 


this letter to double your calamity by re- 


proach, tho' the misfortune you fell into 
might 
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might have been prevented; by giving ear to 
what I propoſed. But thoſe, who act thus, 
have always appear'd to me to do it merely 
with a deſign to magnify their own wiſdom, 
and infult the unhappy men, who would 
not follow their counſel. For my own part, 
as I foreſaw and warn'd you of what would 
happen, now it is come to pals, I take 
to myſelf a ſhare both of your error and 
your misfortune ; I admoniſh'd you indeed ; 
but in regard to your ill ſucceſs, whether 
owing to accident or miſconduct, Iam equal- 
ly concern'd for it. I fhall not lay the blame 
on fortune; but uſe my utmoſt endeavours 
to remove the evil as ſoon as poſſible; of 
which, when you ſee your mother, you will 
be more fully inform'd. After all, your ob- 
ſtinacy in refuſing my protection in your 
baniſhment is highly to be condemn'd. But 
if the fear of reproach hinder'd you, 1 own 
the expreſſing ſuch a ſenſe of your error 
gives me ſome ſatisfaction. If any other 
reaſons deterr'd you, I am greatly wrong'd 
by your ſuſpicions. If your apprehen- 
tions of my reſentment was the true cauſe, 
and you are aſhamed of your error, I flatter 


myſelf 


1 
44 i 
+ qo! 


4 TeEPISTLESY 


myſelf you will never be guilty of the like a- 


gain. 


To NICIPPU Ss. 


CXL. 

By accepting my preſents, you have con- 
ferr'd an obligation on me; and I thank you 
for it. But becauſe you ſeem'd apprehenſive 
of the reſentment of the Syracuſians on this 


account, I muſt inform you that if you had 
not accepted of them, I would have accuſed 


you of it to your enemies, and aſſured them 
that you had. So that the conſequence 
would have been the ſame; or rather there 
would have been more danger in refuſing 


than receiving them; for if you had done 


the former, I would have affirm'd I gave 
them to you, and you would have been 
thought as guilty as if you had received them. 
If the latter, I ſhould have abſolutely deny'd 


my ſending them to you; which would 


have vouch'd your innocence, and freed you 
from all ſuſpicion, 
To HIERONYMUS, 
CXII. 
You aſk me by what means J can ever 


hope to vanquiſh the Leontines, who invade 


and 
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and ravage my kingdom. I ſhall not allege 

the juſtice of my cauſe, or that I a& only in 

my own defence; ſuch reaſons would ſeem 
to you of little moment ; but this I dare 
affirm, that, whatever you may pretend, you 
cannot but know I am provided with plenty 
of arms, brave ſoldiers, money, ſhips and 
horſes; all which though they are utterly 
deſtitute of ; they have yet enter'd into a war 

with one, who has not only all theſe, but 

good fortune always to ſecond him in every 
undertaking. 


To LAMACHUS. 


3 CXIII. 

In your harrangues to the Camarians, 
whenever you can get the ear of the po- 
pulace, you are perpetually recalling to their 
minds the death of the ſeven and thirty, who 
were, as you expreſs it, ſo inhumanly tor- 
mented in my Bull. May that number never 
be increaſed. I ſwear, by the great Fove, 
I wiſh it never may. But I know ſome, 
who will not permit me to ſtop here. I fear 
you will oblige me to make them thirty nine, 

by adding yourſelf and the'raſh Epiterſes ; 
little conſidering that your idlecalumnies can 
In - never 
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never prejudice me; while on the other hand 
my revenge may coſt you your lives. 


To NICARCUHUS. 


CXIV. 

You have not perſuatled the Camarians to 
make war againſt me ; but you have obliged 
me to take up arms againſt them. They 
indeed acted as wiſe men ſhould ; for, en- 
deavouring after a right underſtanding 
of the affair, and weighing the event before 
they would enter into the undertaking, 
they rejected your advice a long time; 
and yet you are not aſhamed, ſtill by your 
harangues, to prejudice both them and your- 
ſelf infinitely more than me, againſt whom 
all your malice was deſign'd. 


To NICE uusãV- . 


5 | CXV. 

NE1THER the Bull, nor any other inſtru- 
ment of torment, can ſtrike any terror into 
thee; if it could, you would not, by en- 
endeavouring to ſtir up a war againſt me, as 
you ſo lately did, have laid yourſelf open to 

my reſentment. 
To 
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CXVI. 


Ir has been your conſtant employment of 
late, to brand me wit h infamy, and to la- 
ment the miſerable fate of Cleombrotus. It 
ſhall now be mine, to get thee into my hands 
as ſoon as poſſible ; a wretch as ſuperior to 
him in guilt, as beneath him in every other) 
reſpect. | 


To the MiILESIAN 5s. 


CXVII. 


I hase not ſent back your ambaſſador with 
the letters unopen'd, through any contempt 
of the honours you were pleaſed to beſtow on 
me. But ſuch is my condition, that I am 
not a fit ſubject for your praiſes. You may 
perhaps believe there are others, who think 
as favourably of me as you, but I know 
that I appear wicked to all eyes but 
yours; nor is it poſſible for me to remove 
the prejudices againſt me. It is even dan- 
gerous for you to commend me; leſt the 
groundlefs opinions of men ſhould be from 
thence inclined to think ill of you alfo, as 
cw d you would never praiſe the worſt ot 
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men, unleſs you alſo reſembled him. I was 
therefore loth to accept of an honour, which, 
at the ſame time that it could be of no ſer- 
vice to my reputation, might be extremely 
prejudicial to yours. 


To the CAMARIANS: 


CXVIII. 
As IT have already ſent to Gella and to the 
Leontines, I thought proper alſo to apply to 
you to aſſiſt me as ſoon as poſſible; not 
with arms, horſes, or men, (for of theſe, as 
you inform me, there are none left in the 
city) but with money. The Leontines ſent 
me five talents immediately, and the people 
of Gella have promiſed to ſupply me with 
ten, I flatter myſelf you will not ſuffer 
yourſelves to be outdone either by the Leon- 
tines in expedition, or the Gellians in libera- 
lity. 


To the ASTYPALAZAANS. 


e e | 
Tuoven in the courſe of my life, from 
various and unlook'd for misfortunes, I have 


felt the greateſt degree of miſery, and taſted 
1 55 alſo 
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alſo the moſt exquiſite happineſs, I think 1 
never experienced ſo much of either as in 
theſe two circumſtances: Firſt, the day of 
my unjuſt baniſhment, which did moſt 
deeply afflict me; as might indeed be natu- 
rally expected, being a calamity moſt inſup- 
portable even to thoſe, who have deſerved it; 
and on the other hand that exceſſive joy, 
which I received from hearing that you had 
made ſuch honourable mention of me, and 
wrote to me as a friend concerning the fitu- 
ation of your affairs. You have aſk'd a 
favour of me; a plain indication of your 
eſteeming me a man, who has your intereſt 
at heart ; not that you ſo much want the 
thing required, as to give me this publick 
teſtimony of your good opinion, and to ſig- 
nify that you think my baniſhment unjuſt, 
and condemn the authors of it. Never do 
men aſk any thing of thoſe, whom they do 
not love ; or receive it from thoſe, who do 
not love them. It would little become me 
at this time to reproach you for not applying 
to me before, as I ought rather to thank 
you for aſking that, which if you accept I 
ſhall look upon as beſtow'd on me; for 1 
eſteem your requeſt a favour done to myſelf; 
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nor could I receive any preſent from you 
with half the ſatisfaction I give it. What 


indeed can be more honourable or more de- 


firable to a man than to appear beneficent to 
his fellow citizens ; a compliment, which I 
find by your letters you have been pleaſed 
to honour me with? That the preſents 
arrived ſo much later than you expected was 


not owing to any negligence of your ambaſ- 
ſadors, but to the inclemency of the ſeaſon. 


I forwarded them as much as lay in my 
power; but in ſuch weather, it. was even ex- 
tremely hazardous to ſet fail; and that the 
things came ſafe, after being ſo long toſt a. 
bout at the mercy of the ſea, was the indul- 
gence of fortune, who deſerves your acknow- 
legement for it. You need not doubt but 
your ambaſſadors will bring them all home ; 
and Eubulus, whom I charged with this let- 
ter, will alſo give you an exact account of 
every thing, When he has inform'd you of 
the number and quality of them, you will 
diſtribute them as you think proper: The 
money I think would be beſt employ'd in re- 
pairing and adorning the city ; not that I 


would pretend to adviſe, but leave it entirely 


to your own determination ; for no man 
can 
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can claim any merit from the reſolution of 
others. If (which I would not dare to 
ſuſpect) the preſents deſignd for this uſe 
ſhould be miſapply'd to any unneceſſary 
buſineſs, you muſt be fatisfied that the 
| juſt cenſure of thoſe, who ſhould thus abuſe 
them, would he far greater than the praiſes 
beſtow'd on him, who ſent them ; nor 
would it be a greater matter of aſtoniſn- 
ment, that a baniſh'd man ſhould, at his 
own expence, repair the ruins of his country, 
than that the inhabitants of it ſhould neglect 
it when falling to decay, and not embrace the 
opportunity and glory of reſtoring it by means 
of his bounty. But if you think the money 
was ſent not only for yourſelves, but for the 
ſervice of this city, for poſterity, and for the 
Gods, your prudent diſpoſal of it will meet 
with greater commendation than his liberali- 
ty ; and I had much rather hear your virtue 
celebrated than my generoſity. The for- 
mer will indeed deſerve more praiſe, as it 
is the effect of a great and good mind ; the 


latter only proceeding from an affluence of 
fortune, 


To 
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To Ax locus. 


CXX. 

Noz ILIT x is doubtleſs among thoſe 
things, which claim our reſpect. But I hold 
that virtue alone is true nobility ; all be- 
ſides is but the work of fortune ; and it often 


| happens that from the meaneſt ſtock there 


riſesup a great and good man, far nobler than 
all the monarchs in the world ; and on the 


other hand, from a good family will ſpring 


up a wretch infinitely beneath it. Boaſt there- 
fore, I beſeech you, no longer before the Sy- 
racufians, of the nobility of your anceſtors, 


ſunk and loſt in their obſcure poſterity ; but 


prove, if you can, the true greatneſs and 
nobility of your own ſoul, 


To the HIMEREAN S. 


CXXI. 


I commanded you to deliver up inſtantly 
Stefichorus, Conon, and Hermocrates; inſtead 
of whom you ſent me Sameas and Nicarcbus. 


Were I ſuch a man as you repute me, 


by detaining theſe, I ſhould have con- 
ſtrain'd you to ſend me thoſe, whom I want- 


ed, You take the utmoſt care to pre- 
ſerve 


A 
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ſerve the life of that infamous wretch Cunon; 
and none for Sameas and Nicarchus, men 
eminent for their merit and virtue,. I could 
not perſuade myſelf to injure the innocent, 
who never offended me, or did any diſſervice 
to their country ; nor would I violate the 
common law of Greece, though you have ſo 
frequently done it in the proſecution of your 
deſigns againſt me; the particulars of which, 
as I write to thoſe, who cannot but be as 
well acquainted with them as myſelf, I need 
not enumerate. Neither did I ever, nor 
ever will imitate you ; not even I, whom you 
brand with the name of murtherer, and pol- 
lated as I am with ſo many and ſuch enor- 
mous crimes. On the contrary, I ſent back 
your ambaſſadors, when J might either have 
forced you to exchange them for thoſe, whom 
J wanted, or revenged myſelf on ſuch as I 
had in my power; but the actions of cruel- 
ty, which mere neceflity have drove me to, 
have made my condition ſo unfortunate, 
that had I put them to death, you could 
not have had a worſe opinion of me than 
before; nor could my preſerving them 
perſuade you to entertain a better, Every 
thing I do is wreſted to my diſadvantage ; 

and 
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and Iam convinced that my good or ill acti- 
ons can at preſent be of little effect to gain 
me either the love or hatred of men; a hard 
fate, which you, O Himereans, have prin- 
cipally brought upon me. Other injuries I 
can eaſily pardon, forgive the authors of 
them, and bury them in oblivion ; but who, 
when hinder'd in the execution of juſtice, 
would not puniſh the man, who ſtop'd him ? 
Or who more deſerved to ſuffer themſelves, 
than thoſe, who cauſed the ſufferings of o- 
thers. Yet you ſee, O Himereans, enraged 
as I am, a powerful Tyrant, with thoſe ene- 
mies already in my hands, not indeed the 


men I moſt defire, but ſuch, whoſe deaths 


would not have been leſs grievous to 
you, have I pardon'd, treated, and ſent 
home. If therefore you have any gratitude, 
deliver up immediately thoſe, whom I 
want; wiſely conſidering at the ſame time 


that you may, by theſe means, avoid the 


effects of my reſentment, and turn aſide the 
evil, which threatens the whole common- 
wealth, on two or three private men. But 
if you keep Conon, be aſſured, I will utterly 


deſtroy your whole city; and endeavour to . 


convince you that I have indeed no more 


bumanity 
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humanity than you are yourſelves pleaſed to 
allow me. | 


To the ATHENIANS, 


CXXII. 

Your artiſt Perilaus, O Atbenians, came 
to me and brought with him ſeveral pieces of 
excellent workmanſhip; and we therefore 
received him with pleaſure and gratify'd him 
with ſuitable rewards, both on account of 
his merit, and in regard to his country. But. 
ſome time ſince, having wrought a brazen 
Bull of a prodigious ſize, he produced it at 
Agrigentum. The lively repreſentation of an 
animal, ſo uſeful by his labours in the ſervice 
of mankind, we gladly accepted of; eſteem- 
ing it a curioſity worthy of a kind reception 
and a work of the greateſt merit ; for as yet 
he had not ſhew'd us the pernicious deſign 
of it. But on opening one ſide we diſ- 
cover'd a moſt horrid method of torment, 
full of cruelty and the moſt bitter of alldeaths. 
Having firſt therefore highly commended his 
ingenuity, I puniſh'd him for his inhuma- 
_ nity ; being of opinion that the cruel artiſt 
was himſelf the propereſt perſon to make the 
firſt trial of his own Engine. Shutting him 


op 
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up therefore according to the directions he 
had given, a fire was kindled underneath; 
the wretch, who ſuffer'd, was not to be ſeen 
or heard, but the cries and groans, when they 
came out of the mouth of the Machine, 
ſounded like the bellowings of a Bull. 1 
muſt own, O Athenians, when TI was in- 


form'd you ſo highly reſented the death of 


your artiſt, I was much ſurpriſed ; nor can 


I yet be brought to believe it. If you 


are angry that I did not puniſh him by ſome 
greater torment ; I anſwer, that a more ex- 
quifite one could not be found. If you are 
offended that he ſuffer'd at all, I know not 
how you, who boaſt ſo much of your huma- 
nity, can avoid the imputation of the greateſt 
cruelty: Either this was the work of one 
man, or of your whole city; and which of 
them it was, your good or ill opinion of me 

determine. If the man deſerved death, 
and there is no Athenian, who reſembles him 
in his nature, why do you blame me? If you 
aſſert he periſh'd unjuſtly, you acknowlege 
yourſelves as guilty as Perilaus. But till my 
own conſcience accuſes me of having acted 


wrong, I ſhall never think I did; for though 


no one expects ſtrict juſtice from a Tyrant, to 
whom 
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whom whatever is neceſſary to his ſafety 
may be accounted lawful, I on the contrary 
look upon myſelf as deſtroying the ſtrength 
and ſecurity of my power, whenever I ſtretch 
a puniſhment beyond what is juſt and equi- 
table. I am perſuaded it cannot poſſibly ap- 
pearan unjuſt ſentence, either to youor to the 
reſt of Greece, that the inventor ſhould periſh 
by that, which he defign'd for the death of 
others ; a thing as plain from the unanimous 
aſſent of all men, as from my own convicti- 
on; which obliges me to think it juſt, tho 
he framed this horrid torture for thoſe, who 
had conſpired againſt me; in regard to which, 
ſetting aſide my own intereſt, and judging 
according to the laws of nature, I only 
conſider d what was right in itſelf ; 
I faw that if I behaved with more mo- 
deration than men expected, I ſhould only 
lay myſelf open to more conſpiracies, and 
that by puniſhment I might deter others 
from farther attempts; at the ſame time ne- 
ver proceeding to extremities, but when com- 
pell'd to it. Having conſider'd all theſe 
things, and little anxious concerning the opi- 
nion of poſterity, I eſteem'd it highly blame- 
able to permit ſuch a man to paſs unpuniſh'd, 

who 
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who had invented ſo cruel a torment for his 
fellow creatures; for which reaſon in that 
very inſtrument he had prepared to burn 
thoſe in, who had never injured him, I ſhut 
him up. Some among you may perhaps think 
this raſhly and ridiculouſly ſaid by me; for 
if every one ſhould dye that kind of death, 
which he had deſign'd for others, you may 
think I ought to be given up to the furies 
themſelves; and believe even theſe ſcarce 
ſufficient to torture my ſoul, and ſo conclude 
I have eſtabliſh'd a law againſt myſelf. But 
if, laying aſide all enmity, you will conſider 
the thing itſelf, you will find that neither 
have I done wrong ; nor, if it has pleaſed the 
Gods to puniſh me, that I therefore have de- 
ſerved it ; for though as a Tyrant I had 
the power to be cruel, yet did I always hold 
it wrong to make uſe of it. I muſt confeſs, 
I have done much ill; but things paſt cannot 
be recall'd. Would to God, neceſſity had 
not compell'd me to it! Then ſhould 
none have exceeded Phalaris in humanity. 
What man, O Athenians, does not think 
the perſon, who conſpires againſt him, 
worthy of any kind of death? Perilaus was 
my enemy, and therefore I puniſh'd * 
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In many other things, I am conſcious I 
have acted unjuſtly ; and my only conſola- 
tion is, I did it unwillingly ; a circumſtance, 
which thoſe, whom I puniſh'd, could not 
plead for their excuſe ; and in this affair, O 
moſt wiſe and antient Athenians, I follow'd 
your own example. What Perilaus did was 
with an intent to pleaſe a Tyrant ; and I 
behaved to him like that Tyrant he thought 
me, and not as I am by nature, But know, 
that neither ſhould I, were I a private man, 


be a Perilaus; nor he, though a king, become 


a Phalaris. In regard to him, it will be an 
eternal reproach to you not only to reſent his 
death, but not to chaſtiſe in the ſame man- 
ner all, who ſhall reſemble him; not only 
becauſe, by the invention of ſuch a torment, 
he did an injury to all mankind, but left 
alſo an indelible ſtain on the character and 
manners of his country. You muſt there- 
fore approve of what I have done ; be- 
cauſe he deſerved it. If yet there be any, 
to whom this death is not agreeable, let them 
know, neither were we ſo to Perilaus. 
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To LYS Ie IA. 


CxXIII. 

I no longer wonder that you do not in the 
leaſt reſemble either your father or your ſon ; 
for neither are you, I find, in reality the 
ion of Lyficrates, or the father of Neoptole- 
mus; which, they ſay, both your mother 
and wife have openly confeſs'd before many 
Sicilians. Among thoſe things, which merit 
1 the higheſt commendations, is doubtleſs 
* the ſpeaking truth to all; and more eſpe- 
"A cially to ſuch as are too well acquainted with 


F 1 


3 0 the matter to be impoſed on 1 by a falſhood. 


To POT 
CXXIV. 

You cannot but acknowlege, O Pollux, 
that my enemies, who wage war againſt me 
for the fake of thoſe, whom I took off, af- 
ter judgment juſtly given againſt them, are 
defervedly call'd revengeful ; an infamy, 
with which you branded me in your accu- 
{ation to the Syracufians ; never condeſcend- 
ing at the ſame time (which ought by no 
mcans to have been omitted) to mention the 


crimes, for which they ſuffer'd ; and that their 
| * 
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caſe admitted of no other remedy. Vou 
ſhould certainly, when you ſpoke of their 
deaths, have alſo remember'd the cauſe of 
it; in order the more effectually to ſtir up 
the paſſions of thoſe, to whom your haran- 
gues were addreſs d. But if you are in 
truth aſhamed to mention the reaſons of 
their puniſhment, I cannot comprehend 8 
how you can, with any pretence to juſtice, h 
enter into. a war on their account. = 


To LACRITUS, 1 
CXXV. 

As you are, on your part, to blame, by 
venturing on ſuch raſh exploits to give thoſe, 
who fear for you, ſo much uneaſineſs ; ſo 
was I, on mine, for putting you on fo ſe- 
vere a trial of your virtue. From your 
own courage indeed, which ſo far ſurmount- 
ed my fears, you draw an omen of future 
ſucceſs, tho' I am not in the mean time the 
leſs diſtruſtful of it; my anxiety in your ab- 
ſence is even greater, and till you return I 
have nothing but your promiſes to rely upon. 
What I ſaid to you therefore at parting, fail 
not to remember, to make it your care, not 
ſo much to preſerve the place for me, as La- 
Og 2 critus 
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c itus himſelf; whom I ſwear by che Gods 


I hold much dearer than all the places, cities, 
or empires in the world, or even than my 
own life. | 


To the ſame. 


CRATE 

REMEMBER, O Lacritus, your own pro- 
miles, and the miſerable ſtate of Phalaris in 
your abſence, How deſtitute I am left of 
friends, I need not inform you. The fear I 
expreſs on this occafion is not owing to any 
apprehenſions of the power of the people, 
far beneath my own, nor to any diſtruſt of 
my allies; for in every thing I am ſuperior 
to the enemy, But your exceſſive warmth 
of temper gives me great uneafineſs, as I 
know you are eager to ſhew your courage, 
and even grieved that you cannot be every 
where and in every action at one time. Re- 
member I have repoſed a precious truſt in 
you, which you are under a promiſe to 
reſtore; not that I would require you 


to do any thing unworthy of yourſelf, 


(which I am ſure you would never conſent 
to) but that you would be careful of your 
life, and preſerve it, to be of ſervice to me 

| hereafter. 
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hereafter. Though you ſhould abate a little 
of your preſent heat and activity, you will 
yet have done enough to prove yourſelf a 
conſummate warrior. 


To EPISTRATUS. 


CXXVII. 

Do not oblige me at laſt to puniſh a man, 
whom I have thrice pardon'd ; nor think 
the ſoul of Phalaris is a ſtranger to mercy ; 
tho', till we have an opportunity of exerting 
it, we ſhew the wrath of a Tyrant. 


To ARIPH RTAS. 


CXXVIII. 
NEveR reckon up the number of thoſe, 
who have perith'd in the Bull; for many 


more have deſerved than ever ſuffer'd in it. 


I am ſorry one ſo young as yourſelf ſhould 
be thus involved in affairs much fitter for 
men in years. Miſery muſt be the 
inevitable lot of all thoſe, who are my 
enemies, Inſtead of ſeeking your own ruin, 
I would therefore adviſe you to deſiſt ; not 
that I am in the leaſt dread of any thing you 


can do to me, (for Phalaris ſhall never fall 


by a coward's hand) but leſt you come into 
3 the 
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the number of thoſe, who ſuffer'd in the 


Bull, and by your death add to the charge 
of cruelty ſo unjuſtly laid upon me. If you 
do not take my advice, expect immediate 


death, as a juſt reward for your contempt 
of it. 


To TIMOLAUS. 


- CI 
NExveR to err does belong to God 
only. By recovery from error, to become 
wiſer is the privilege of man. From re- 
peated crimes, to take no warning for the 
future, is a folly none can be guilty of, but 


the moſt abandon'd. It is therefore beyond 


compariſon infamous for one, who has been 
an example of raſhneſs and ill conduct to 
all mankind, not to let paſt misfortunes 
ſo influence his conduct as to prevent thoſe 
to come. . 


JO PH DIMuusS. 


CXXX. 

In ſpite of the heavieſt accuſations brought 
againſt you three ſeveral times I am per- 
ſuaded of your innocence. I was glad to 
believe you what I wiſh'd you to be, and 
= what 
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what you ought to be; and always look d 


on the aſſertions of your accuſers as falſe ; 
and that, becauſe I was perhaps afraid, by 
too diligent a ſearch, to find them true. 
But remember that thoſe, whoſe characters 
are often call'd in queſtion, if they come off 
with impunity, are much indebted to for- 
tune for their acquittal. Make not that for- 
tune therefore thy enemy, nor thyſelf mine ; 
but reflect how ungrateful it is (though even 
that ingratitude ſhall not make me leis your 
friend) to return my favours with injuries, 
and not to behave better to me, who have 
ſhewn ſo much readineſs to oblige you. 


To PHillLODEMU Ss. 


CXXXI. 

You are much to blame, O Ph:ilodemus, 
if you imagine that I have made vows and 
offer d ſacrifices for your return, on account 
of the five talents, which I freely gave you ; 
not from any views of intereſt, but from a 
motive of true friendſhip ; which by the 
Gods, I eſteem far beyond all riches. If 
you would not have your daughter's por- 
tion ſeem to come from any but yourſelf, 
you may yet keep and privately add to what I 

K 4 | ſent 
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ſent you, five more yourſelf. Let one 
half be received as from the eſtate of 


Philodemus, the other from the liberality of 
Phalaris. That Theano. has expreſs'd her 


gratitude to me in ſuch a manner, gives me 
the greateſt ſatisfaction; and I am pleaſed 
to ſee that the favours ſhe received before 
marriage are ſo thankfully acknowleged af- 
ter it. 


To AGESILAUS, 
CXXXII. 

TELESIPPE is deeply afflicted at your 
ſtay among the Syracu/tans. She has always 
behaved like a faithful and loving wife, and 
has apply'd to me as one, who had ſome 
power over you ; and informs me (for ſhe 
cannot ſupport your abſence any longer) that 
ſhe will complain to her father. You are per- 
haps acquainted with her reſolution, which 
you may depend on it ſhe will execute; 
as it is not to be ſuppoſed ſhe will patiently 
ſuffer a huſband, bound to her by law, to 
leave her thus like a ſtranger. She has per- 
ſuaded herſelf that I can force you to come 
home ; and I tell her ſhe can do it much 
better herſelf; for I cannot think you reve- 

T rence 
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rence Phalaris ſo much as you love T, eleſippe. 
Return however, I beſeech you, to thoſe, 


who ſo much regret your loſs; whether you 


do it to oblige me, or that wife, who is in- 
deed moſt deſerving of your affection. 


To PoLYMNESTOR. 


CXXXIII. 


 LacRiTvs has given me an account of 
your bravery ; and among other things of the 
great ſuccour you afforded him by that part 
of your foot, which bore targets ; and that, 
by the conduct and courage of the ſoldiers 
and their leader, the caſtle is taken. He 
tells me alſo that he offer'd his command of 
the horſe to you; I ſwear by the Gods, had 
you accepted of every thing I offer'd you, I 
ſhould ſtill have thought myſelf indebted to 
you; as you refuſed them, I cannot help 
confeſſing myſelf, tho a powerful Tyrant, 
_ outdone in generoſity by a private man. But 
if you do not yet receive the third part of the 
ſpoil, offer'd you by Lacritus, to be diſtri- 
buted among the ſoldiers, know, you will 
oblige me to be more cautious, not how I 
confer (for that you ſhall never hinder me 
from) 
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from) but how I receive any favours from you 
for the future. 


2 the ſame. 
CXXXIV. 

I perceive my threats had the effect on you, 
which I deſign'd, and that I need not repeat 
my requeſt ; ſince you have diſtributed the 
ſpoil as I deſired, and rewarded all thoſe, 
who behaved ſo bravely in the battle. To 
pleaſe me the more and confirm my opinion 
of you, I find that without any folicita- 
tion on my part, you have fo ani 
mated the ſoldiers that they will ruſh on the 
enemy with more vigour and alacrity than 
ever, if they ſhould be call'd to it; and in- 
deed where is the man able to undergo the 
toils and fatigues of war, who will not readily 
embrace them, when ſure of ſuch rewards ? 
You received what I ſent you entirely for the 
ſervice of others; and have ſo wiſely di- 
ſtributed it, and ſpirited up the men in my 
cauſe with ſo much ſucceſs, that I ſhall not, 
I believe, have any occaſion to [employ them 
hereafter, 


To 
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CERNRAV. : | 

I heard of the marriage of Philodemus's 
daughter, before your letters came to inform 
me of it. Fame generally prevents even 
thoſe, who are moſt diligent in their diſco- 
veries. Be the news brought from ever ſo 
great a diſtance, that Goddeſs is always the 

quickeſt meſſenger; a Goddeſs, whom 1 
have . but too much reaſon to reproach for 
her unjuſt repreſentation of me to the world, 

and to whoſe calumnies I owe, as well as 
many other things, the charge of cruelty, ſo 
undeſervedly fix'd upon me. She makes the 
loudeſt clamours againſt me on every ſide; 
ſo that even thoſe, who have never ſeen or 
known me, do yet curſe me as born for the 


deſtruction of mankind. Theſe are mis for- 


tunes peculiar to Phalaris alone: Permit Leon 
and Theano to continue in the houſe, where 
they firſt met; nor let Hymen be driven a- 


way from thoſe ſeats, where he fo gladly re- 


ſides. I am fatisfy'd this is a favour, which 
they will readily accept of ; for in that place, 
where firſt the zone of the virgin wasunlooſed, 
the bride will ever moſt delight. As to Phi- 
lodemus, doubtleſs he merits not the pity but 
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the envy of the Syracufians ; and even of 
thoſe, who envy him, none were ever fo 


happy in their greateſt proſperity as he is in 
that, which the world terms his misfortune. - 


Let who will deteſt Phalaris, while they 
cannot hurt, their hatred will never afflict me; 
and in the mean time let them wiſh (which 
ſome of them have even confeſs d they did) 
that they may themſelves ever meet with fo 
good a friend. 


To TIMAN DER. 


CXXXVI. 
Your management of affairs in Camara, 


and the grievous complaints about thoſe, 


whom 1 have already put to death, have ob- 


liged me, much againſt my will, to ſend Cle- 


ombrotus alſo, and his accomplices to the Bull. 
I was indeed apprehenſive that if I pardon'd 
him, you might ceaſe reviling and raifing 


commotions againſt me in the city, Let the 


people decree what they pleaſe in regard to 
me in their publick counſels, ſo that the 
Camarians do but hearken to your advice, 
and mean artifices, which ſo far from hurt- 
ing Phalaris could not even prejudice the 
loweſt of his flaves, Tho' a war could 

be 
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be proved moſt advantageous to them, I am 


ſatisfy d they would not be perſuaded to it by 


you. At preſent a war muſt be as fatal to 
them as their counſellor; to whom indeed 


they are indebted for all the calamities, which 


will be the conſequence of it, When you 
endeavour'd to kindle this war, you ought 
certainly to have affign'd ſome reaſons, 
that the city might know why ſo expert a 
general adviſed them to it. This you ne- 
glected; amongſt all the pretended cauſes, 
not one was produced to the purpoſe. But if 
any man ſhould take your caſe deliberately 
into conſideration, he would no doubt pro- 


nounce you worthy of the moſt cruel death, 


for thus ſelling your houſes, farms, and pater- 
nal eſtate, in order to raife money to levy an 
army againſt me, and ſtir up the Camarians to 
theſe innovations ; by which you have not 
only thrown away all poflibility of - faving 
your own life, but at the ſame time drawn 
in a whole city againſt their wills to join 
with you in your ridiculous attempt: 


To 
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cxxxXVII 
OF all the money you borrow'd of me I 
deſired you to pay only eight talents, with 


which I relieved you at a time, when I was 
myſelf in the greateſt neceſſity ; even this de- 


mand you have not comply'd with; having 


given me, after much ſolicitation, only one 
half of it, and left the other yet unpaid; 
which does not ſo much concern me as 
your forgetfulneſs of the benefit. Your 


_ defrauding me of the money, (if I ſuffer 


it) can coſt me but four talents; a 
conviction of your ingratitude is worſe than 
the loſs of ten. You promiſed to pay the 
laſt ſum as well as the others, and pretended 
gratefully to acknowlege my kindneſs in aſ- 


ſiſting you; but J have little hopes left of your 


generoſity, when you refuſed to pay me, tho 
you could afford it. After all in ſpite of your 
ingratitude, if I can ſatisfy myſelf by your 
ambaſſadors that you are in extreme po- 
verty, and that every one is forced out of his 
private fortune to contribute ſomething to the 
publick treaſury, I will forgive you the debt, 
and am even ready to disburſe what you have 

already 
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already paid me, if it can be of any real ſer- 
vice to you, and is not likely to fall into the 
hands of thoſe embezzlers of the publick mo- 
ney, Who prey upon the commonwealth ; 
and who have thus impoveriſh'd you. As 
to the erecting any ſtatues to me, which you 
intimated by your ambaſſadors, lay aſide all 
thoughts of it; for as I forgive you the debt, 
ſo would I gladly forgive you this unneſſary 
expence on my account. 
To LYSANDER. 
| CXXXVIII. 

Tre ſuccours, which you ſent, we have 
made no uſe of ; for before the forces of 
Euclides could arrive, we were in fight of the 
enemy; ſo that all the mercenaries came too 
late to be of any ſervice, except that of gain- 
ing to us, by their ſtay, more honour and 
glory ; for, though we fought at fo great a 
diſadvantage of numbers, we gain'd a com- 


plete victory ; and as we were in greater 
danger, we acquired a nobler reward. 


To ARIMACHYU $: 


CXXXIX. 
I am little concern'd at the calumnies or 
falſe opinions of my cotemporaries, as 1 
| perceive 
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perceive it is the ſame thing, in regard to 


them, whether I act right or wrong; and am 


ſatisfied, that to pretend to be better than we 
really are, is of all things the moſt unwar- 
rantable ; for which reaſon I am ſo far from 
concealing my faults, that I freely and open- 
ly profeſs myſelf to be by neceſſity what 
others are by nature. Weakneſs and im- 
perfection are common to me with all men; 
and the only difference between us is, that 


J as a Tyrant, who have power to act as I 


pleaſe, openly confeſs that guilt, which pri- 
vate men, through fear of puniſhment, are 
forced to conccal. 


To POLYST RAT usSVC. 


CXL. . 
I will never tell either you or any man 


the names of thoſe, who have received fa- 
vours from me, and it would be mean in me 
to do it, merely to perſuade you to accept of 


thoſe gifts, which you have hitherto refuſed. 
For my own part, I ever eſteem'd thoſe high- 
ly blameable, who eithes themſelves boaſt 
of the benefits they have beſtow'd, or love 


to hear them talk'd of by others. Many, 


I need not inform you, have ſeized on my 
property 
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property by violence, and detain'd it; till 
by neceſſity and force of arms they were 
obliged to reſtore it. Some have even kept 
for a time things I had conſecrated to 
the Gods; which as they could not have 
been retain'd without the utmoſt danger, they 
have given back again. But why ſhould 
you, I beſeech you in the name of Jove, 
refuſe my preſents ? All the reaſons you pre- 
tended to allege for it are, you ſee, eaſily 
anſwer d. The money itſelf, by the teſti- 
mony of my very enemies, is pure and holy; 
and the only difference between you and 
them is, that what they poſſeſs by rapine 
and injuſtice, is yours by the faireſt title, as 
it is the free gift of a faithful friend. 


To AG EMO RT usS»-. 


CXLI. 

Ar length, Agemortus, I perceive the fol- 
ly of my paſt conduct; for this illuſtrious 
monarchy, which I made my way to through 
ſo many toils and dangers, beſides a thouſand 
other misfortunes, hath been attended alſo 
with this moſt cruel conſequence, that no 
honeſt man will receive any thing at my 
hands; fo that, if I will diſpenſe my favours, 
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it mnſt be to none but the moſt unworthy 
of mankind. You good men have, I know 
not how, ſo inveterate an ill-will againſt me, 
that there is nothing, which you ſo much 
dread, as my liberality. How otherwiſe 
conld it poſſibly happen that among all my 
old ſchool-fellows, companions and acquain- 


tance, not one will come nigh me, or even 


venture to promiſe it, except Calliſibenes; 
who yet I am ſure will never keep his word ? 
They have always ſome evaſions to avoid the 
open profeſſion of their hatred ; and pretend, 
ſome that their parents, others that ill health, 
others that political reaſons prevent them, 


In regard to you, I never yet invited you, 
as I knew it would be in vain ; nor would 


I now aſk you, eſpecially as I hear you have 


been ill, and am inform'd alſo that ſince I 


faw you, you have had two children by your 
wife Praules. I ſwear by Jupiter, J hearti- 
ly congratulate you on the occaſion, and 
gladly ſubmit to your ſtay on ſuch on ac- 
count; but what reaſon could you have for 
being ſo much afraid of the preſents J ſent 
the other day? Nothing that could raiſe 
the envy of any ; nothing ſplendid or mag- 
nificent, accompany'd with ſongs and muſick, 

| that 
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that might have attracted the eyes of the 
city upon you; but only a little gold, and 
that convey'd at the moſt private hour of 
the night. Why then need you have ſtart- 
ed at the ſight of it, as ſomething moſt 
wicked and abominable, but becauſe doubt- 
Jeſs you look'd on it as coming from a 
wretch infamous, and polluted by the blood 
of his fellow creatures? O Agemortus, 
ſurely it was both unjuſtly and unkindly 
done to have no more pity on one ſo unfor- 
tunate as Phalaris; who, when the Gods had 
bleſs'd me with that, for which alone I de- 
fired a kingdom, the power of obliging my 
friends, found after all no friends to oblige. 
That, which was my only comfort in my af- 
flictions, you, whom I loved, have rob'd me 
of; who will not permit me from my ſu- 
perfluties to ſupply your neceſſities; and re- 
duce me to the hard fate of being forced to 
beſtow thoſe things, which you refuſe, on a 
worthleſs tribe of fools and flatterers, whom 


I abhor. 
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To TEU c ER. 


CXLII. 
J was prevented from ſeeing Cleænetas, 


whom I wanted to talk with about the 


marriage of her daughter, by ſome particu- 
lar buſineſs; for which I intended alſo to 
ſend for you; but afterwards thought it bet- 
ter to leave you at Syracuſe to carry on this 
affair in my ſtead; ſo that you ſee I was in 
earneſt, when I wrote to you concerning it. 
Go to her therefore yourſelf, and promiſe her 
in my name five talents for a portion to her 
daughter, as ſoon as ſhe marries; and re- 
member to give it in ſuch a manner as that 
it may appear not to be a preſent, but a debt, 

which I owed her husband. If ſhe ſhould 
aſk how I came to have ſo much of Philo- 
demus's money, fay you know no more than 
that it is ſo, and refer her to us as the pro- 


pereſt teſtimonies of it. Do every thing in 
your power to perſuade her to accept of 


Leo for her ſon in-law. He hath been here 
to ſolicit my intereſt in his behalf; which I 
promiſed, and have accordingly ſent him to 


you. If Cleænetas has already fix d on any 
other man as a fitter match, make not the 


leaſt heſitation, but give him the portion; 
for 
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for I did not mean to confine it to any par- 
ticular man, nor would I have it thought 
that, becauſe I give the portion, I inſiſt on 
her marrying none but him. Whoever it be, 
let it be preſented, not ſlowly or unwilling- 
ly, as if you came to pay a debt; but with 
that chearfulneſs and alacrity, with which 
you would receive one. I ſwear by the 
Gods, tho I ſhould be ſorry to be deceived 
in my hopes in regard to Leo, yet would I 
by no means lay myſelf open to any ſuſpicion 
of ſeizing the opportunity of his ill ſucceſs, 
to retract an offer ſo freely made to them. 
Were I obliged to keep the money mylelf, 
I ſhould look on it as the greateſt misfortune, 
and ſhall think myſelf the richer when the 
young lady ſhall have choſe one, on whom 
I may beſtow it. Thoſe, who do not know 
me, will ſcarce think I ſpeak my ſentiments. 
Would to God there were nothing worſe 
than my behaviour in this affair, in all the 
life of Phalaris, for calumny to lay hold on! 
I would have you, on the day of marriage, 
ſend four virgins of the ſame age with herſelf, 
together with the apparel you had fram me, 
and laxty * of gold. If the marriage is 


hes delay'd, 
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delay'd, haſten it as much as poſſible; and 
fail not to do every thing with the utmoſt 
willingneſs, that part of the praiſe of Phalaris 
may redound to yourſelf. Theſe things care- 
fully do. Whilſt you are with them, be a father 
to the daughter; and to the mother a huſ- 
band; and, in conſideration of their poverty, 
whenever the marriage is ſolemnized, provide 
them at your expence an elegant entertain- 
ment; that on that happy day no man may 
call Philodemus unfortunate; for, by our libe- 
rality, we will conquer the malignity of his 
fortune. 


To CLEANETAS. 


CXLIII. 

THAT your husband and my invaluable 
friend Philodemus is abroad, tho' it may add 
a luſtre toyour reputation, yet is it the greateſt 
misfortune to your daughter, now twenty 
years of age, to be left behind unmarried, 
In regard to yourſelf, the longer he is abſent, 
the more frequent opportunity will you have 
of ſhewing your diſtinguiſh'd virtue and 
fidelity. But it is no honour to a virgin of 
her years, when ſhe might naturally expect a 
change of condition, to remain ſingle. Be- 

| | yond 
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yond a certain term, it is rather look'd on as 
a diſgrace, It is now time for her to follow 
your ſteps, and appear in the character of a 
wife. You will ſay the company of a daugh- 
ter, the mutual pledge of your affections, i; 
the great and only relief of your ſorrow, in 
the abſence of your husband ; but ſurely you 
ſhould refle&, at the ſame time, how unjuſt 
it is to deprive her of that, which you your- 
| ſelf ſo lament the loſs of. Her ſituation is 
even more unhappy than yours, as you are 
in hourly expectation of his return; and ſhe 
is the more to be pitied, as ſhe wants neither 
parents nor fortune, For as to the latter, 
Philodemus, which perhaps you did not know 
before, left five talents with me for her por- 
tion. Nor is this all ſhe has to depend on; 

for whatever Phalaris has, Philodemus may 
call his own. I cannot therefore ſee any 
reaſon why you ſhould delay the marriage, 
nor can there be any to wait for his return. 
Whatever there is a neceſſity of deferring 
till he comes, I would by no means do be- 
fore ; but where nature herſelf does, as it 
were, demand it, let us be as expeditious as 
poſſible ; ſince time will not ſtand (till for 
opportunity, Philodemus may be hinder'd, 
„ © by 
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by unavoidable affairs, from attending the 
nuptials. You, I think, can have no pretext 
whatever for putting them off. At her time 
of life, a tender husband is more to be deſired 
than the beſt of fathers. Why will you, O 
Cleænetas, entertain ſo deep an affliction for 


the misfortunes of your abſent Philodemus. 


Be adviſed by me, I beſeech you; hope bet- 
ter for your husband, and conſult the happi- 
neſs of his child. As you have done every 


thing elſe ſince his departure with the greateſt 
diſcretion, ſo by promoting above all things 


this your common good, you will at the 
part of a good mother in marrying your 


daughter well. Teucer will give you the por- 
tion, whenever you pleaſe, and ſupply you 


alſo with any thing elſe that may be wanting 
on the occaſion ; you have nothing to do but 


to order what you would have done. You 


may wiſh for the return of Philodemus be- 
fore the marriage, but ſhould by no means 
defer it till he comes. That he is ſafe, and 


will ſoon be with you, you may reſt aſſured, 


as well on many other accounts as becauſe ſo 


much piety and goodneſs as yours will never 


go unrewarded, 


To 
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: To NIicocLEs. 
CXLNWIVY / 


I wrote to Steſichorus about the elegy, as 


you defired, and plan'd out to tim the 
method of it according to your propoſals, 
He has promiſed every thing in his power to 
alleviate your misfortune ; but yours I fear 
is a calamity too heavy for words to remove. 
For in the loſs of one you lament two of the 
| deareſt ties in nature, a niece, and a wife, 
ſecond to none in her accompliſhments both 
of body and mind ; for whom you have given 
yourſelf up to the utmoſt grief and deſpair 
even to ſuch a height as to endanger your 
own life. You ſhould not thus extend your 
ſorrows beyond what nature is able to ſup- 
port; beſides, it is beneath your virtue and 
the dignity of your character, thus to deſtroy 
yourſelf with grief for what your tears can 
never recal. Turn afide, I beg, from this 
immoderate indulgence of it; and conſider 
the miſerable condition of human life. We 
are all born to innumerable evils, which 


when we have patiently endured, we ſhall 


reſt from our journey. Life, burthen'd 
as it is with misfortunes, is yet to be borne; 


as death is what we ſo much dread and abhor. 
| We 


Ren 
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We lament thoſe, who go before us, whilſt 
we ourſelves muſt quickly follow them ; and 


in reality we ſhed tears, not for them, but 


from the reflection on our own mortality. 


This, Nicocles, is the lot of all mankind, and 


to this end we are ſent into the world ; nor 
has any man reaſon to complain of a fate 
more cruel than another. It is the univerſal 
law, by no trick or artifice to be evaded. 
Behold Phalaris, a Tyrant, whom men call 


the great and the powerful ; and yet, were I 


far more great and powerful, I could not 
ward off the dart of death. When the fatal 
hour comes, I alſo muſt periſh: Would to 
God my kingdom could beſtow on me the 
power, not to prolong my own life (which 
doubtleſs many think already too long, per- 


haps not without reaſon) but to extend the 


lives of thoſe good men, whoſe virtues merit 
the greateſt length of days. Since death is 
the Tyrant over us, and not we over death, 
you ought patiently to ſubmit ; not only be- 
cauſe tears are unavailable, but for the ſake 
alſo of the ſpirit of that loved obje of them, 
if it is given to her to know how much you 


are afflicted. Moſt probable it is that ſhe, 


who in her life adminiſter'd ſo much com- 


fort 
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fort and ſatisfaction to you; who rejoyced in 
all, which you rejoyced in; ſhould alſo after 
death partake of your ſorrows, and grieve, 
not only that you were deprived of ſuch 
a wife, but that ſhe was rob'd of ſuch a 
huſband, Since therefore you are by no 
means the firſt, nor the only man, ſubject to 
this calamity, bear it with moderation ; if 
not on my account, who am equally liable 
to it with yourſelf, at leaſt in conſideration 
of the common law of nature. Death muſt 
come to all; and tho' ſome more dread it 
than others, yet for the moſt part thoſe, who 
the leaſt give way to grief at the ſhortneſs 
and miſeries of life, the longeſt enjoy it. 


To-STESICHORUS. 


CXLV. | 

I ſent ſome oyl to your nephew. The 
young man ſeems to deſerve the higheſt com- 
mendation ; and, in the government of the 
- Gymnaſium, is nothing inferior to Ageſilaus. 
1] would not let any thing be wanting on my 
ſide to encourage and aſſiſt him, The 
money, which I ſent and you refuſed before, 
if you do not now accept of, I will accuſe 
* to the Himereans; and tho you got off 
before, 
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before, yet depend on it this accuſation ſhall 
be much heavier than any of the former. I 
have ſent Promenedes to inform you of my 
intentions. Love and cultivate, I beſeech 
you, the muſes; and thoſe ſtudies, which 
gain you ſuch univerſal reſpect and admirati- 


on; and quit thoſe, which, if you arrive atever 


ſo great a perfection in them, will but leave 
you upon a level with the loweſt and moſt 
infamous of mankind, | 


To the ſame. 
CXLVI. 

Makx no mention of me, Stefichorus, ei- 
ther in your verſes or otherwiſe, All de- 
| fire is that the actions of Phalaris may be 
buried in filence and oblivien. Of other 
men ſpeak whatever thy mind d ictates, and 
thy muſe inſpires; but be adviſed by me and 
meddle no farther with publick affairs. Set 
me as an example before your eyes; who, 
tho' in the falſe opinion of the world I am 
| look'd on as the happieſt of men, do yet 
labour under a thouſand calamities, which 
have all ſprung from this fatal ſource. You 
think my misfortunes were, what I merited, 
the rewards of my ambition, and that your 
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engaging in the ſervice of your country, an 
employment of quite another kind, can never 
deſerve or meet with the ſame fatal conſe- 
quence, Turn from me to yourſelf, and 
conſider attentively your own condition, No 
man perhaps ever enter'd into a buſineſs of 
this nature, ſway'd by purer intentions, 
or induced by better reaſons; and yet 
reflect within yourſelf on what you have 
already ſuffer'd, and what you muſt have 
expected, had you not met with ſuch an 


enemy as myſelf. Beſides, it becomes a pru- 


dent man, tho' he be carry'd along the ſtream 
of fortune by ever ſo proſperous a gale, not 
to give himſelf entirely up to her diſpoſal. 
You are not, like Phalaris, a Tyrant, the 
common enemy of all ; but one, who has 
freely engaged in the ſervice of the com- 
monwealth, amongſt thoſe, whom you think 
your friends, and for whoſe ſake you have 
treated me as your enemy; whilſt I, tho poſ- 
ſeſs d of all that power, which a tyranny can 
beſtow, have no enmities with, no ill deſigns 
againſt, either you or them. Conſider there- 
fore ſeriouſly what misfortunes your conduct 
has brought upon you ; how thoſe very 
friends have abuſed and injured you; and be 


aſſured 
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aſſured if ever you look for a man, who 
has been loaded with favours and praiſes, 
and never, as you have, met with the leaſt 
injury or ingratitude from his fellow citizens, 
you will find it muſt be one, who has ſtudy'd 
only the management of his own- affairs, 
without interfering in thoſe of the publick, 
and whoſe ſole end and deſign in every 
thing is to live quietly, and promote his own 
private eaſe and ſatisfaction. 


To the ſame 


CXLVII. 
Do not be grieved at the accuſations of 


Eubulus and Ariphantus ; or let it give you 
any uneaſineſs that they would attribute the 
conſpiracy againſt me to your verſes: In 
what danger I was at Himera I need not in- 
form you ; but as it was not attended with 
any fatal conſequence, their calumnies ſhould 
rather be matter of joy to you than ſorrow ; 
as well becauſe it was a reflection greatly to 
the honour of your poetry, to ſuppoſe it 
capable of ſuch an influence, as on account 
of my ſafety; which, if you really eſteem me, 


muſt give you the greateſt ſatisfaction. It 


has only ſerved to convince the world that 
your 
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your verſes are as far ſuperior to the lyre, as 
Phalaris is to thoſe, who would have de- 
ſtroy'd him. I acted, in the whole affair, as 
became a king, perſiſted in my friendſhip 
to the Himerians, nor ſhould I have ever 
ſuſpected you, even in my laſt moments. 
For had their conſpiracy ſucceeded to their 
wiſhes, I am fatisfy'd Sze/fichorus would 
never have approved of it. You may indeed 
in your verſes, with all the eloquence you 
were maſter of, have extoll'd the man, who 
ſhould kill a Tyrant, nor ſhould I think ſuch 
praiſes ill beſtow'd ; but thoſe, who kill Pha- 
laris, will not ſlay a Tyrant, You know 
this is not the firſt time I have been in the 
utmoſt peril ; for when neither Dropidas, 
nor any other man, would have dared to ap- 
pear in the Temple, I alone ſtood undaunted 
between Eubulus and Ariphantus, the moſt 
wicked of men; and, Tyrant as I was, Jupiter 
deliverd me; but thoſe infamous wretches 
Conon, Theagoras, Antimedes, Pericles, and 
the reſt, who were in the conſpiracy againſt 
me, met with the puniſhment they deſerved. 
I had rather have ſuffer'd death, than 
not revenged myſelf upon them. Let them 
call me a Tyrant and a murtherer, polluted 
| with 
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with a thouſand crimes; or, if they have any 
thing ſtill more heavy to lay on me, let them 
not ſpare their invectives. In the judgment 
of the good and wiſe, the praiſes only of 


ſuch men are real calumny; ſome of whom 


I burn'd in my bull, others periſh'd on the 
croſs, as an example and terror to thoſe, who 
would engage in the ſame deſigns for the 
future. Some had their eyes burn'd out ; 


others J puniſh'd by cutting off the extre- 


mities of their hands and feet, and torturing 
them on wheels; others were ſcalp'd, and 
others dy'd by ſtill more afliting torments. 
To thoſe, I own myſelf a Tyrant; and ſuch 


to the wicked I will never ceaſe to be; but 


to the good will ever behave as I did be- 


fore I was in power. Think not therefore 


whatever the muſe inſpires thee with againſt 
Tyrants does any ways affect Phalaris; nor 
would I have you, through fear, conceal any 
thing you would make publick of that kind. 
For know, I am not to be deſtroy'd before the 
appointed time ; nor can we haſten or put 
off that day, which is fix'd from the hour of 
our births, whether poets write for or againſt 
us; and which when it happens, I ſhall 


look on as a debt I owe to nature, ' But yet 


I 
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I puniſh'd Eubulus and Ariphantus for vain- 
ly attempting that, which fate deny d. They 
met with a death, not ſuch as the law in- 
join'd, but ſuch as a Tyrant, who was above 
the law, had power to inflict. Some of the 
Himereans were thrown into a den of wild- 
beaſts, where they paſs'd the night after a 
variety of torments. Thou haſt been for- 
tunate, Farewell. I ſhall pray to the Gods 
for thee, not that thou may'ſt never ſuffer as 
they have, (for that thy virtue will inſure 
thee from) but that thou may'ſt never be 
drove to the neceſſity of acting like Phalaris. 
Let the noble ſtudy of the muſes employ 
thee; and ſend me ſome of your poems to 


alleviate, if poſſible, my preſent affliction. 


"To rhe EN N E A N S. 


CXLVIII. 

Trove I am fatisfy'd you are indebted 
intirely to me for your liberties, yet ſhall I 
not reproach you for your ingratitude on 
that account. But I muſt defire you to re- 
turn the money you borrow'd of me. For I 
am myſelf at preſent in the greateſt neceſſity, 
and have ſent letters all over Sicily for money. 


The Leontines have already ſupply'd me with | 
| N 


ſome, 
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ſome, and I am promiſed more by the Hy- 
Hears and Phintians. What then can you 
think of yourſelves, who whilſt others, 
under no obligations to me, are voluntarily 
6ffering me their aſſiſtance, will not even 
pay me what J lent you? Do you think thoſe, 
who have promiſed me money, will ever give 
me ary, when they know I cannot get 


what I lent to others? They will naturally 


ſuppoſe he, who does not call in what 
is due will never pay what he himſelf 
borrows. If you ſeriouſly confider this, 
I hope you will be aſhamed not to re- 
ſtore me what you owe; but if this has no 
effect, ſomething much more forcible than 
argument muſt compel you to act juſtly at 
laſt ; if thoſe can ever be properly ſaid to 
act juſtly, who are compell'd to it. 
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PYIHAGORAS to HIERO, 
king of 810 11 v. 


Am happy at preſent in a life of ſafety 
and retirement; a life entirely different 
from yours. Sicilian luxury can never 
add to the felicity of a man, whoſe ſole 
enjoyment is in moderation and tranquillity. 
Wherever Pythagoras goes, he will find every 
thing he ſtands in need of. Attendance on 
the great is a heavy taſk, to which thoſe, 
who are not uſed to ſervitude, can never 
ſubmit. To depend on ourſelves alone is 
true greatneſs, ſecures us from the envy and 


M 2 malice 


rene 


malice of mankind, and approaches neareſt 
to the divine nature. Health is not to be 
preſerved by intemperance; but by that 
abſtinence, which leads men to the practice 
of virtue. All pleaſures weaken and impair 
the mind, and eſpecially thoſe, in which 
you ſo frequently indulge yourſelf. Whilſt 
you live thus, do not therefore invite Pytha- 
goras; but remember that phyſicians are 
moſt careful to avoid thoſe diſtempers which 
afflict their patients. 


PLATO to ARCHYTAS of Tarentum. 


ARcniPppus and Philomedes came to me, 
and brought your letter and meſſage. Their 
publick bufineſs, which was not indeed of 
any great importance, they diſpatch'd with 
the utmoſt facility. I hear with concern 
your uneaſineſs at not being releaſed from 
the affairs of government, It is doubtleſs of 
all things the moſt eligible to ſpend our time 
in the purſuit of ſuch ſtudies as are moſt a- 
greeable to our own inclinations ; and eſpe- 
cially when they are of that kind, which 
you ſo much admire ; but you ſhould at the 
ſame time conſider that we are not born for 
þ ourſelves 
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ourſelves alone; our country, our relations 
and our friends claim a part of us. A 
thouſand accidents, which happen dai'y. 
muſt inevitably involve us in buſineſs of 
different kinds. At this time your country 
calls you to the government of the common- * 
wealth. Not to obey its voice would be un- 
pardonable. Beſides, by your neglect, the 
office, which you refuſe to accept, may fal! 
into the hands of bad men, who will not 
promote the intereſt of their fellow- citizens. 
But of this enough. Echecrates, be aſſured, [ 
{hall ever love and eſteem, as well on his own 


account as for the fake of his father Phrynzo 
and yourſelf. 


PLATO t ANIS TO 


I hear you are enter'd into the cloſeſt 
friendſhip with Dion, & and continually em- 
ploy yourſelf in the ſtudy of moral duties. 
For my own part, I hold faith, conſtancy, 
and fincerity to be the only true philoſophy ; 
and that all other knowlege, arts and ſciences 


6 — 


* A nobleman of Syracuſe, and intimate friend of Plato, by 
whoſe advice and aſſiſtance he drove the Tyrant Dionyſſas out 
of Sicily. | 
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are merely ornamental. Farewell. Continue 
in your reſolution, and be happy. 


WURIPIDES 40 SOPH OCLES. 


— 
a 


WHEN the news was brought to Athens 
of the unhappy accident, which befel you 
in your voyage to Chios, the whole city was 
deeply affected; nor was the grief confined 
to your friends, but reach'd even your moſt 
inveterate enemies. That you eſcaped ſuch 

imminent danger, and not even a ſervant pe- 
riſh'd in the ſtorm, I attribute to the 
of divine providence in your fayour. 


— * — = - = 
— —ů — — . — — 2 
3 I 3 5 ACE. 
5 = — — 
D 1 2 "In — I — — . 
n — 98 —— 2 2 . — 


— ot-—_—— 


A AA Fw was RAY 0) AM Fe 


- SE — 
— — — * 
— I" 
2 4 < 
EY _ 8 
” EN * 


0 
a 
} 
| k 
[ 
1 
[1 
10 
bf | 
4 
it 
14 


rather ſafety than expedition. Tak 
utmoſt care of yourſelf for ſome timez. to 
prevent the ill effects of the ſea, and that 
cold you muſt have felt in ſwimming ; and 
come back if poſſible on foot. In regard to 
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Euripides is ſaid to have wrote ſeventy five plays, of 
which we have only nineteen; the reſt are ſuppoſed to have 
been loſt in this voyage when he was ſhip · wreck d. | | 

5 thoſe 


CLE 
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thoſe affairs of your family, with which 
you intruſted me, I have done every thing 
as you deſired. Salute Chionides and Lapreta; 
and tell them I heartily rejoyce in their hap- 

py deliverance ; as alſo Antigenes, the phy- 
ſician, if not yet gone to Rhodes. He is 


one of the beſt of men. Salute alſo the ſons 
of Cratinus. 


EURIPID ES fo CEPHISOPHON, 


I arrived at Macedonia, O my beſt Cephi- 
ſophon, in perfect health, and much ſooner 
than I expected; where I was received by 
Archelaus, not only with that magnificence 
and generoſity, which I had already expe- 
rienced, but with infinitely more good na- 
tuge and affability than is uſually ſhewn by 
kings to men ſo much beneath them. Ciito 
is well ; we are frequently together ; for in 
all their converſations and amuſements I 
have the honour to participate. Both Cto 
and Archelaus are continually prefling me to 
plan and execute ſomething in that kind of 
writing, I have always loved ; a taſk, which, 
though it requires great pains and aſſiduity, 
is yet attended with ſome pleaſure ; and I 
believe I ſhall more readily engage in it, be- 
| cauſe 


— — 


— —— 2 
———_ N 
=> * 

3 — 


— 
- 
— 


3 
1 K 
i 
it 
4 


. — — — 


ä * — — __ = SJ - 23 NZ = E = 
2 * — 8 — . —— - - = - — - 

4-327 — - ” % "Ie 2 22 - FD, 

8 — _— SI —_ - 

» WITS 1 +2== Ms: 5 = 
— N 8 = — — — 
2 5 — 2 * : = — = — 
— — te wal pay anna AA — - - — 


2 2 3 
1 3 
— — 


170 $ E L T 


cauſe the king ſeems to expect it, in return 
for the favours he has already beſtow'd, and 
thoſe magnificent preſents, much more 
magnificent indeed than I could wiſh, which 
he is every day heaping on me. In regard 
to the aſperſions of Agatho and Meſatus, be 
aſſured I look on them with the fame con- 


tempt I did on the ridiculous jeſts of Ari/- 


tophanes. To aniwer them would be doing 
me the greateſt injury; even though they 
continue to calumniate me. But if any of 
thoſe, who love to talk and hear of Euripides, 
take upon them to cenſure my viſit to Ar- 
chelaus, which I was indeed apprehenſive of 
before I ſet out for Macedonia, to ſuch de- 
fend me ; that, being inform'd by you of my 
real motive, they may not attribute it to ava- 
rice. I know there are thoſe, who will affirm 
that even tho' it was not for power, for the 
purple or {ceptre, or for the government of 
the Triballians, it might be for the ſake 


of amaſſing wealth ; and yet how weak 


is it for any man to imagine I ſhould fo 
induſtriouſly ſeek, in my old age, thoſe 
riches, which in my youth and vigour 
I contemn'd; at a ſeaſon when I could fo 


much better enjoy them, and when my dear 


mother 
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mother was living, for whoſe ſake only I 


could have defired them ! It is evident I 
have been always ſo far from any ſolicitude 
about things of this kind that I have even 


refuſed what was offer'd to me; and indeed 


what advantage could I propoſe to myſelf 
from abundance, unleſs ridiculouſly to ſacri- 


fice my honour and reputation to encreaſe 


thoſe fortunes, which, when I had finiſh'd 
my days in a foreign land, muſt revert to 
 Archelaus? But a few days after my arrival, 
the king would have given me forty talents, 
which I could never be prevail'd on to ac- 
cept, though he highly reſented my refuſal ; 


and of thoſe few preſents, which I did re- 


ceive, I have not kept any here, but ſent 
them by the perſon, who brings this letter, 
to be diſtributed by you amongſt my friends 
and ſervants. After this, the envious and 
malicious only can aſſert that the love of 
money carried me to Macedonia. Others 
again call it luſt of power. But I had 
as much influence over Archelaus, when I 
was at Athens, as I have here; Clito in vain 
endeavour'd to make me change my reſo- 
| lution of returning to Athens, to ſtay in 

| Macedonia, 


172 ECC 


Macedonia, * and dye in a place ſo far diſ- 
tant from my native country; which 
would brand my name with infamy to 


future ages, and lay me open to the bit- 


tereſt reflections of my enemies. But know, 
had I affected power, it would have been 
the power of ſerving my country and my 
friends. Had I acted thus from pride, it 
would have been, the pride of appearing 
with grandeur among thoſe, whom I knew 
and loved. That I am fickle and inconſtant, 
either in my friendſhips or my enmities, 


few will I believe affirm; fince I have 


in both behaved with firmneſs, except in 
regard to Sophocles. To him indeed I have 
not always been the ſame ; whom yet I ne- 


* In ſpite of this reſolution, hiſtorians agree that Exripides 
dyed in the court of Arcbelaus, aftera few years ſlay; and 
that he was kill'd by the king's dogs; whether by accident, or 
through envy of ſome of the courtiers, is not known. Some 
indeed, in compliment to the ladies, report him to have ſuf 
fer'd the death of Orpheus; and to have been torn to pieces 
by the women, who thus revenged themſelves on him for the 
many ſevere ſatires on the ſex, which we meet with in his 
works. The Tis of Ovid alludes to the death of Euripides, 
in the two follow ing verſes, 

Utque cothurnatum vatem tutela Dianæ 

Dilanient vigilum te quoque turba canum. 
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ver hated, but always admired. I have not, 

I confeſs, loved him my whole life with equal 
warmth: When I ſaw him inclined to 
ſtrife and contention, I treated him with 
that coldneſs he deſerved; on the other 
hand, the moment he ſeem'd willing to lay 
aſide all animoſities, I embraced the firſt 
opportunity of a reconcilement ; and from 
that time we have ever loved, andI hope ever 
ſhall love and eſteem each other. By thus 
uniting we ſhall deſtroy the malice of thoſe, 
who are perpetually employ'd in raiſing 
jealouſes and diviſions between us, and have 
ſpread ſo many idle reports concerning me 
amongſt the populace. But as they have 
hitherto in vain aſperſed me, and only been 
laugh'd at and deſpiſed by thoſe, who heard 
them, ſo I doubt not they will now meet 
with the ſame fate, -and inſtead of preju- 
dicing me bring hatred and contempt upon 
themſelves. I acknowlege my obligation to 
you for informing me of thoſe things, as you 
thought they concern'd my intereſt and 
reputation. In writing to me, you have per- 
form'd the duty of a friend; yet be aſſured 
you will not ſerve but injure me, by giving 
any 
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any anſwer to men ſo much beneath my 


an 

notice or reſentment. fa 
FEscnines to the Senate and people * 
of ATHENS, | 

an 

AT the age of three and thirty, I came lo 
into the management of the commonwealth ; fir 
not with the poor qualifications of an in- ur 
ferior actor, as Demoſthenes maliciouſly aſ- tec 
ſerted, but with the knowlege and abilities of ſo 
an accompliſh'd ſtateſman and an able ora- be 
tor; who ſcorn'd the flattery of a Sycophant, m 
and knew how to write with ſpirit and fla 
freedom, and to ſpeak, with the fincerity of ſu 
an Athenian; nor dare my molt inveterate al 
enemy aver I ever proſtituted my voice for all 
H money, either in the defence or accuſation th 
1 of any man. I never received an inju- th 
ry; becauſe I never gave the leaſt provo- re! 
cation. I brought no citizen to judgment, * po 
except Timarchus; nor do I mention this to at! 
boaſt my difintereſtedneſs in fuſing the it 
money, which was offer'd, and puniſhing to 
him with that juſtice, which the laws re- fre 
quired. Creſipho indeed, by whom as well gi\ 
as Demoſthenes I had been treated with the dr. 
utmoſt cruelty, I accuſed of illegal practices; 80 


and 
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and I call the Gods to witneſs, not without 
foundation ; though it is by no means to 


be wonder'd at that the eloquence 'of De- 


moſt henes ſhould overthrow both my oratory 


and the laws of Athens. When this man, 


ſome time before, accuſed me of crimes in- 
finitely greater than thoſe, for which I was 
unjuſtly baniſh'd, I was honourably acquit- 
ted, in ſpite of all the endeavours of 
ſo powerful an adverſary ; which ought to 
be look'd upon as the ſtrongeſt teſtimony ' of 
my innocence, From that time, I confeſs, I 
flatter d myſelf my character muſt appear un- 


ſullied, not only in your eyes, but in thoſe of 


„* 


poſed. The malice of an enemy will always 


all Greece. Baniſhment, like death, brings 
all the vices and follies of men to light; and 
thoſe things, which while we continue in 
the world are eaſily conceal'd, when we 
remove from it, are brought forth and ex- 


attack with more freedom and ſucceſs, when 
it is no longer in the power of the accuſed 
to defend himſelf, Thoſe, who are baniſh'd 


from their native country for having baſely 


given it up a facriice to its enemies, 


draw the eyes of the world upon their 
conduct; and how they are affected 


®, 


to 
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to the common-weal may for the moſt part 
be diſcern'd by the manner, in which they 
bear their misfortune. After I had betray'd 
my country to Philip; after I had 
ated in favour of the Macedonians, did J, 
when driven into exile, fly to Alexander for 
the reward of my treachery and ingratitude ? 
I aw Demades nobly entertain'd in Bæotia, 
ploughing a rich farm of twenty acres, and 
drinking out of cups of gold. I ſaw Hege- 
mon and Callimedon, the one at Pella, the 


other at Berrhaea, rewarded by moſt magni- 


ficent preſents, and enter'd into alliances of 
marriage with women of the higheſt rank ; 
and yet neither did I go to the Thebans, to 
Theſſaly, or to any other place, where I might 
freely have given way to my reſentment, 


- vented my juſt reproaches againſt mycountry, 


and heard it aſperſed by others. I went to 
Rhodes; a city, whoſe inhabitants, I ſwear by 
the great eve, are not only friends to you, 
but to all mankind. Thoſe, who in their 


| baniſhment are fond of ſettling in a place 


near their own country, do not in my opini- 
on ſhew their love of it ; but ſeem rather to 
make a jeſt of their calamity ; for ſurely we 
ſhould chuſe to be removed as far as poſſible, 

from 
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from all thoſe objects, which might bring 
back the memory of that 
we had forfeited, and embitter our miſ- 
fortunes. For my own part, I did not 


even remain long in the city of Rhodes; 


but ſought out a little deſart ſpot, where 
I purchaſed a farm for two talents ; a ſeat 
fitting the noble ſtation and magnificence 
of a man, who had firſt (as you allege) 
been hired by Philip, and afterwards by Al- 


exander, to give up to them the liberties of 


Greece. Here you will find this powerful 
agent of the Macedonians with two private 

friends and ſeven Domeſticks; my mother, 
now ſeventy three years of age, who ac- 
companied me in my exile, to be the kind 
partner of thoſe undeſerved ſorrows, which 
you had inflited on me; my wife, who at- 
tended me by her father's conſent, tho the 
laws would have obliged her to ſtay behind ; 
add to theſe my three children, as yet in- 
ſenſible of their own unhappineſs, who 


know nothing of that illuſtrious city, in 


which they were born, and of which, almoſt 
as ſoon as they were born, they were de- 
prived. Others, alas! ſend their children 
from Bæotia and Ætolia to Athens for learn- 


N ing 


happineſs 
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bh and improvement ; whilſt thoſe, who 
have a claim to it from nature, thoſe, who 
are the offspring not of a new made citizen 
or a condemn'd criminal, but the deſcen- 
dants of an antient and an honourable family, 
are forced to receive their education in a 
wilderneſs, and ſuffer under their father's 
| exile. Demoſthenes implored you, in favour 
of the children of Lycurgus, not to puniſh 
them for their father's crimes ; and you, 
touch'd with that pity, which every true 
Athenian feels, granted his requeſt. No 
men, indeed of old had minds more prone to 
anger or more eaſily ſoften'd into forgiveneſs 
than yourſelves. I would intreat you there- 
fore, in the name of my unfortunate little 
ones, that they may not hereafter be deprived 


both of their parents, and their country, and 
ſuffer for a crime, which they were never 


able to commit. Be perſuaded, I beſeech 
you, to act with your accuſtom'd juſtice and 
Eumanity ; and by your tenderneſs towards 
thoſe, for whom I plead, ſhew your regard 
to me. Nor will it ſully the glory of that 
City, where mercy and equity have ever re- 
ſided, to attend to the prayers of Aſchines. 

; The 
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The influence of Melanopus over the citizens 
will, I am fatisfied, rather increaſe, by ex- 
horting you to this lenity than by diſſuading 
you from it. I know too well it is not 
Aſchines, who can now prevail. * I have 
no power or intereſt at Athens; eſpecially in 
a cauſe where I am myſelf ſo nearly con- 
cern'd. But the laws and cuſtoms of your an- 
ceſtors, and the glory of the commonwealth, 
will J hope have more weight with you than 
all the arguments, which the malice of my 
adverſary can ſuggeſt, 


DEMosrHENES fo the Senate and people 
b 
Ef ATuHERNS: 


Tax immortal Gods do, in all important 
affairs, inſpire the words and direct the acti- 
ons of men. May thoſe Gods grant me, both 
now and ever, to ſpeak that alone, which will 
promote the happineſs of my country and 


* As it would ſwell theſe notes too much to mention every 
circumſtance alluded to in this and the following orations of 
the two illuſtrious rival orators ; we muſt refer the reader to 
the lives of the authors, or rather to their works, and par- 
ticularly to Demoſthenes's oration de corond; and that againſt 


the falſe embaſſy of Achines, with his anſwer, which are ſtill 
remaining, | 
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her friends. Truſting that the divine 
powers, which he hath here implored, have 
dictated theſe his counſels, Demoſthenes thug 
writes to the ſenate and people of Athens. 


T have not wrote to you at preſent, O Athe- 
„anus, concerning my return from baniſhment, 
as It is a point of little weight, and which 
vou will always have ſufficient leiſure to de- 
bate on; but as J am ſatisfied that, if you act 
with diſcretion at this time, you may acquire 
ſafety, happineſs and freedom for yourſelves 
and all Greece, and that on the other hand, if 
vou are now miſguided and deceived, you 
will never recover ſo glorious an opportunity, 


1 think it incumbent on me to give you my 


opinion and advice, though this cannot in- 
deed be ſo well done by letter. For were 
[ preſent, it would be much eaſier to anſwer 
what might be objected to, explain what 


may appear difficult or obſcure, and by that 


means fut a ſtop to all the clamours of ſuch 
as ſhall oppoſe it; yet, if you will with pa- 
tience and attention give ear to what J pro- 
poſe, I ſt all not deſpair of convincing you that 
vour ſervice, honour and intereſt are the true 


end 
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end and defign of all my endeavours. Think 
not I ſent you this advice, as if I thought you 
wanted orators; of ſuch you have enough ; 
who are always ready to give their unaſk'd 
and unpremeditated counſels, I ſent it, that 
I might impart to theſe men, who are ambi- 
tious of ſpeaking in publick, the knowlege I 
acquired from long experience ; that I might 
ſupply them with abundant matter for their 
harangues, and thus render their taſk more 
ſhort and eaſy. Know then firſt, O Athenr- 
ans, the publick good commands. you to put 
an end immediately to all diſſenſions, and 
be of one mind; that whatever ſhall be 
decreed, you may all ſhew that ſpirit, reſol u- 
tion and unanimity, which is neceſſary to 
put in execution; to waver perpetually in 
opinion is not only unbecoming and un- 
worthy of a noble mind, but alſo attended 
with the greateſt danger. You cannot be 
ignorant, that if an addition be made to thoſe 
forces, which are of themſelves inſufficient to 
protect the ſtate, we ſhall have a better 
proſpe& of ſucceſs. How then are thoſe 
forces to be encreaſed? By blotting out the 
remembrance of all the injuries you ever 
received from thoſe cities or private men, 
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who have at any time oppoſed your mea- 


ſures, and ſtood up in defence of their an- 
tient conſtitution. Fears and jealouſies will 
unite your enemies ; who, when they find 
their numbers grow formidable, and that 
their common fafety is concern'd, will rea- 


dily aſſiſt each other to deſtroy you. But 
if theſe fears and jealouſies are carefully re- 


moved, their reſentments will ſubſide, and 
you may hereaſter reap the advantage of 
their friendſhip. To proclaim this indeed 
from city to city would be ridiculous, and 
even impracticable ; but, beginning with your 
own citizens, you might by degrees open to 
others your intention of proceeding with 
them in the ſame manner. I think, no 


city, no leader, orator or private man what- 


ever, who defended the antient government, 
ſhould, for the future, ſuffer any cenſure 
or reproach on that account. It is in 
your power to determine what is moſt 
eligible, tho' theſe men may be entirely 
blameleſs, in ſtrenuouſly defending their 
own opinions. When the ſhip is in danger, 
every paſſenger has the liberty to ſay whe- 
ther he thinks the ſail or oar may be of moſt 
ſervice ; and the fame right has every man 
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to ſpeak his real thoughts in the affai s 
of the commonwealth; all are to be heard, 
and that counſel embraced, which ſeems 
moſt agreeable to the will of the Gods, 
If thus you act, you will behave like wiſe 
and good men, raiſe your power and intereſt, 
and induce many, if not all your adverſaries, 
to confeſs themſelves in an error, and change 
their ſentiments. Whilſt the great and prin- 
cipal affairs are thus carefully conducted, let 
not thoſe of an inferior nature be neglected. 
do not mean that the whole ſtate ſhould 
be endanger'd to revenge the cauſe of any 
individual, nor would I ſuffer private reſent- 
ments to interfere with the publick good. 
What preparations are neceſſary, what cauti- 
ons to be obſerved, and what methods (as 
far as human wiſdom can foreſee) are moſt 
likely to meet with ſucceſs, I have endeavour'd 
to point out to you. To be every day at 
the head of buſineſs, to turn every accident 
and circumſtance to advantage, to ſeize every 
favourable opportunity, and judge what may 
be beſt gain'd by ſolicitation, and what ex- 
torted by open violence, muſt be left to the 
conduct of thoſe, whom you ſhall appoint 
your leaders; and, on this account as well 
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as on many others, giving advice is a moſt 
difficult province. For thoſe things, which 
are nicely plan'd, and after great labour and 


ſtudy have been approved of by all, may be 
fruſtrated or entirely changed by thoſe, who 
are entruſted with the execution of them ; 
and yet I hope we ſhall now ſucceed. If 
any ſhould extol the good fortune of Alex- 


ander, becauſe he proſper'd in every un- 


dertaking, let him remember, that he was 
fortunate, becauſe he was active, vigilant and 
brave. He is dead; and fortune is now in 


ſearch of other favorites. Thoſe favorites you 
muſt and will be, if you chuſe out men of 


conduct and valour for your leaders; what 
every one of you would wiſh, and is able to 
do, that let every one hold already done, that 
let him promiſe to himſelf, and without de- 
ceiving or being deceived take care ſtrictly to 
perform. If you neglect this opportunity, it 
can never be retrieved. The danger of vary- 
ing in our reſolutions is not ſo great in things, 
which may be done at our leiſure as in 
affairs, which require immediate diſpatch, 
In theſe caſes, to change our reſolutions is 
utterly to deſtroy them. Avoid that fatal 


error. Whatever you are going to engage in, 


let 


EPISTLES. 185 


let your minds be prepared to execute it; 
and when you have once determined to act, 
then, under the kind auſpices and influence 
of the Dodonæan Fove, and the other Gods, 
whoſe oracles you have conſulted and whoſe 
aid you have implored, (if fortune be pro- 
pitious) reſtore the liberties of Greece. 


DrMosTHENES fo the Senate and people 
of ATHENS ; requeſting his return from 
baniſhment. =. 


J not only thought, O Athenians, that 
my innocence would have ſecured me from 
the treatment I have met with, but that, if 1 
had even been quite in an error, the ſervices 
] have done the common-weal might atone 
for it. When I ſaw indeed many others, 
beſides myſelf, condemn'd without any proof 
againſt them, not by the general voice but by 
the private factions of a few bad men ; as I 
was fatisfy'd that not only I, but your rights 
alſo were, by this iniquitous conduR, tramp- 
led on and contemn'd, I thought it became 
me to bear my wrongs with temper and re- 

ſignation. To give way thus to the power of 
ſuch as had no title to the authority they 
aſſumed was doubtleſs to yield up the pri- 


vileges 
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vileges of the ſenate. As you have now 
thought proper to take into conſideration the 


pretences of theſe men and to examine into 


their claims; as you have deem'd their ſecret 
practices worthy of your reſentment, and 
taken the cauſes of the accuſed under your 
own inſpection, I hope (if it ſeem good to 
you,) to meet with that pardon, which you 
have extended to all thoſe, who were invol- 
ved with me in the ſame ſuppoſed guilt ; 
that ſo I alone may not, for crimes of which 
I am innocent, be deprived of my country, 
fortune and friends. Demoſthenes, O Athe.. 
mans, merits your utmoſt care and indul- 
gence ; not only for having ſuffer'd unjuſtly 
by your decree, but becauſe your reputation 
and character with foreign nations may de- 


pend on your behaviour to me; for you muſt 


not think that tho' you do not call to mind 
what I have done for you, the reſt of Greece 
will ſo ungratefully forget my ſervices. I 
ſhall not dwell on my own praiſes, as well, 
for fear of that envy, which in theſe caſes 
truth itſelf cannot ſecure us from, as becauſe 
to mention what we then did would be to 
reproach our preſent floth and indolence, 
which has forced us to put up with indigni- 
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ties we ſhould not then have borne. It muſt, 

upon the. whole, be acknowleged that my 
advice and aſſiſtance made your valour and 
happineſs the admiration of mankind ; 
and I had reaſon to expect in return all, which 
you had power to beſtow. When cruel 
and inevitable fortune had involved you in 
an unſucceſsful war, enter'd into in defence 
of the liberties of Greece, I ſtill preſerved 
my love for you, and maintain'd my own 
honour. The hopes of ſafety, riches and 
power could never rob me of my integrity ; 
though I ſaw the men, who oppoſed your 
intereſt and that of the ſtate, in full poſſeſſion 
of all thoſe valuable bleſſings. One thing, 
which I have, I think, a right to boaſt of, I 
muſt call to your remembrance. When 
Philip, the moſt artful man hiſtory can fur- 
niſh us with, had by complaiſancy, kindneſs, 
and affability ſo bound to him the hearts of 
all men as to have them entirely at his diſ- 
poſal; when he had by preſents corrupted all, 
who had any authority in Greece ; remember 
that I alone remain'd unconquer'd ; which 
you to this day reap the advantage of. 
Tho' I frequently met and converſed with 
him concerning the buſineſs of my embaſſies, 


ern r 


J conſtantly refuſed to accept the bribes he 
offer d; which many now amongſt you can 
teſtify. Reflect then what theſe men muſt 
think of you. My fufferings they will doubt- 
leſs attribute not to my crimes but my miſ- 
fortune and your baſe ingratitude; an infamy, 
which nothing can wipe out but a reverſion 
of your unjuſt decree. What J have hitherts 
alleged in my defence will not perhaps plead 
ſo ſtrongly in my behalf, as my continual 
attachment to you in the daily adminiſtration 
of your affairs; in which I ſo acted, as never 
meanly to engage in any falſe accuſations, or 
give ear to malicious and frivolous diſputes, 


publick or private ; never calumniated either 


citizen or ſtranger ; never. turn'd my voice 
againſt you; but, whenever there was occaſion, 
ſtood up with courage and reſolution in your 
defence. Tell your ſons how Demoſthenes 
behaved, when Python * the Byzantine 


pour'd forth his invectives againſt your city, 


and met with a reception he little expected, 


11 


th. matted 


* After the conqueſt of Elatæa, the two orators Demoſthenes 


and Pyl hon were ſent, the one by Philip, the other by the 
Athenians, to requeſt the aſſiſtance of Bæotia; where Py:ho 
inveigh'd bitterly againſt the Athenians, and Demoſthenes an“ 
iwer'd him extempore with great ſucceſs. 


returning 
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returning with ſhame and diſgrace, I 
will not ſpeak of all the embaſſies, in which 
you employ'd me; or boaſt my ſucceſs in 
them. You can bear witneſs for me, O 
Athenians, that whilſt I was engaged in the 
affairs of government I never raiſed diviſions 
amongſt you, or arm'd the city againſt itſelf, 
but endeavour'd to excite you to ſuch actions 
as might encreaſe your glory and renown ; a 
deſign, it would well become the old among 
you to admire, and the young to imitate ; nor 

ſhould you wiſh for an orator, who is only : 
ambitious of popular applauſe, and meanly 
ſubſervient to the multitude, (for of ſuch you 
have already enough,) but a man, who has 
the honeſty and courage to reprove your 
faults. J paſs over many things, which with- 
out thoſe already mention'd, might, I think, 
give me a title to your indulgence; my be- 
haviour when Edile, my care of the Gallies, 
and thoſe largeſſes, which in times of publick 
neceſſity I either advanced myſelf, or in- 
duced others to ſupply you with ; every one 
of which is a reproach to you for your un- 
juſt ſentence againſt me. Surrounded as I 
am with misfortunes, I know not which I 
ſhould firſt lament ; the time of life, which 
| 1 
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I am forced to ſpend in a dangerous exile, 
and in a manner ſo much beneath that dig- 
nity, in which I once appear'd; the igno- 
miny I have ſuffer d for crimes, which I 
never committed ; or laſtly thoſe great and 
glorious hopes, which are now {ſo cruelly 
fruſtrated, and have left me in their ſtead 
nothing but the poor inheritance of ſuch 
calamities as only the worſt of men could 
deſerve. I never was a friend to Harpalus, 
nor ought I to ſuffer for any former miſ- 
carriage, when that, of which I was accuſed, 
was never proved againſt me. Among all 
the decrees made concerning Harpalus, * it 
may not be improper to remind you that 
thoſe only, which I dictated, freed the city 
from ſuſpicion of favouring his deſigns. Thus 
does every circumſtance make it appear that, 
from the iniquity of the times, and not my 


» 


— — C 


* Harpalus quitted the ſervice of Alex ander, who had 


committed to him the charge of his revenue in Babylon, and 
came over to the Athexians; many of whom he won by bribes, 
and among the reſt Demoſthenes, who at firſt, (which he in this 
paſſage alludes to) adviſed the Athenians to drive him out of 
the country; but afterwards took a ſilver cup, for which he 


was fined fifty talents, and committed to priſon, from whence, by | 


the connivance of his keeper, he made his eſca pe. 


own, 
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own, I felt the whole weight of the puniſh- 
ment due to the guilty only, and fell the firſt 
| ſacrifice to your reſentment. What argument, 

which thoſe, whom you afterwards pardon'd 
made ule of, did not I alſo bring in my de- 
| fence; or can any thing be now ſaid, which 
has not been faid already? No man can 

prove that done, which never was done. 
Tho' I could add many things, I chuſe to 
paſs them over in filence. When we ſuffer, 
our innocence 1s of little ſervice in remo- 
ving the prejudices of others, and only en- 
creaſes the anguiſh of our own minds. As 
you are reconciled, O Athenians, to the 
reſt, be reconciled to me alſo. I call the 
Gods and heroes to witneſs, I never wrong'd 
you, Let my paſt life plead in my behalf. 
Let that be heard ſooner than thoſe accuſati- 
ons, which were brought, but never made 
good, againſt me. Surely I am not more 
to be contemn'd, or leſs to be truſted than 
others, whom calumny hath aſperſed. My 
flight you cannot blame. I did not leave 
Athens from any diſtruſt of you, or the 
hopes of a kind reception in any other place, 

but the apprehenſion of a ſhametull priſon 

and confinement ; which the weakneſs of 


my 
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my age would not have been able to bear. 
You could not cenſure my avoiding an infa- 
my, which would have deſtroy'd me, and 
could be of no ſervice to you. That I ſought 


out no foreign friends is ſufficiently apparent. 


I did not retire to any place, where I might 
flatter myſelf with the proſpect of living in 

| ſplendor and magnificence, but went to 
Trezent, a city well affected to you; where 
many of my anceſtors retreated, after 
the Perſian war; | whoſe Ae may 
the immortal Gods protect, as well for their 
friendſhip to you, as their many kind offices 
to me; and grant it may hereafter, (when by 
your favour I am reſtored) be in my power 
to repay them! Even here, when one, who 
thought by that means to gain my applauſe, 

condemn'd your injuſtice, I reproved him, 

and defended you; for which I merit both 
your pardon and reward, Though I had 


the greateſt reaſon to love and eſteem theſe 


men for their humanity and benevolence, 

yet as I perceived it was not in their power 
to ſerve me in what I wiſh'd for, I left them 

and went to the Temple of Neptune in Ca- 

labria, not as a place of ſafety, but becauſe 

1 might from thence look every day upon 
my 
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native country; and I wiſh to God De- 
moſthenes were as dear to you as Athens is to 
him, Let me not then, O Athenians, be 
any longer unhappy ; let not me alone be 
deprived of your indulgence, or force me to 
aſk that of others, which you deny ; a me- 
thod, which though you ſhould ſtill continue 
inexorable, as it would reflect diſhonour on 
you, I had rather dye than make uſe of. 
Since the ſame authority, which decreed the 
ſentence, may now repeal it, act as it be- 
comes Athenians towards a man, who ſo well 
merits your favour, You know I never de- 

ſerved ignominy or death, but have ſerved 
. and loved you as I ought; nor think the 
grief, which is expreſsd in this letter, pro- 
ceeds from weakneſs of mind. Ilament, as 
every man in my condition would, the loſs 
of your eſteem, and of my country ; a ſuf- 
ficient cauſe for tears and ſorrow, and not 
the effect of fear and effeminacy, to which 
you yourſelves know, when J had the ma- 
nagement of your affairs, I was an utter 
ſtranger. Thus far I have ſpoke to you 
only. In regard to thoſe, who have calum- 
niated me, I would anſwer them before you 
all. What they did againſt me, in obedience 
"= to 
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to your directions, I ſhall not mention. They 
have ceaſed to perſecute others; and to leave 
me alſo at quiet would be a mark of their 
diſcretion, But if they ſtill perſevere, I muſt 
call on you for aſſiſtance; and I hope their 
malice and inveteracy will not get the better 
of your juſtice and humanity. 


ARTAXERXES 7he great, king of kings, to 
Px Tus. | 


Tur plague is in our camp; and in ſpite 
of all our endeavours to remove it, ſtill rages 
with the utmoſt violence. I beſeech thee 
therefore, by the memory of all thoſe bene- 
fits I ever beſtow'd on thee, to ſend me ſome 
immediate help. Drive away, if poflible, 
this terrible calumnity, which hath ſpread 
terror and deſtruction through the whole 
army. Inſtead of attacking the enemy, we 
are ourſelves attack'd by this moſt dread- 


ful adverſary, whoſe fatal arrows have pierced 


us with wounds, which medicine cannot heal. 


"T am not able to expreſs to you my anxiety 


on this occaſion; nor do I know how to 
proceed. Free me from this diſtreſs, and do 
not let me, at ſuch a time, want your beſt 
afiſtance and advice. Farewell. 


Px Tus 
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Pxrus to the king of kings, ARTAXERXES 
the great. 


In moſt of thoſe diforders, which nature 
brings, nature is herſelf the beſt phyſician ; 
but the more violent diſeaſes, which ſpread 
through a whole people, ſhe is often too 


weak to remove. Art may then ſtep into her - 


aſſiſtance, and from a knowledge of the 


mechaniſm of our bodies ſometimes prevail. 


Hippocrates, the phyſician, cures this diſtem-' 


per; a Dorian, native of Cos, and ſon of Hera- 
clides; a man, who from low and mean be- 
ginnings hath brought the art of medicine to 
the higheſt perfection. He is by birth di- 
vine ; being, on his father's fide, the ninth in 
deſcent from king Chryſamis, the eighteenth 
from Aſculapius, the twentieth from Fove ; 
and, on his mother's, ſprung from the Hera- 
clide ; from them he received the principles 
of his knowlege, and by a noble and extenſive 
genius as far ſurpaſs'd his anceſtors in this art 
as the art itſelf is ſuperior to all others ; curing 


every diſeaſe, and ſcattering the glorious 


bleflings of the divine Æſculapius, as Trip- 


 folemus did the gifts of Ceres on every fide: 


Juſtly therefore in many places has he met 
EO. 02 with 
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with divine honours, and the Athenians 
have beſtow'd on him the fame rewards as 
they once gave to Hercules and Æſculapius. 
Let him be immediately ſent for, and give 
him all he requires; for he alone can remove 
this dreadful peſtilence; he is the father and 
preſerver of health, and the prince of that di- 
vine ſcience, which he profeſſeth. 


ARTAXERXES the great, king of kings, to 
HysTANES governor of the Helleſport. 


WE have heard of the great phyſician Hip- 
pocrates of Cos, ſprang from Æſculapius. 


Him ſend to us. We will beſtow on him 


every thing he can deſire, in return for his 
aſſiſtance; and hold him in equal honour 
with our nobles. If you find any other, no 
Jeſs illuſtrious for wiſdom and knowlege, 
{pare no coſt to acquire him, Such treaſures 


are moſt rarely to be met with, and when 


found of all things the moſt valuable. 


HySTANES, 
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HysTANEs, governor of the Helleſpont, 75 
H 1epocRATES ſprung from AESCUL A- 
PIUS. 


J here ſend you the king's letter requiring 
your immediate preſence: Let me have your 
anſwer as ſoon as poſſible. Farewell. 


HieeocRaTEs, the phyſician, to HysTANEs, 
' governor of the Helleſ| pont. 


To the letter you ſent me from the king 
you may immediately return this anſwer; that 
I have already all the neceſſaries of life, and 
do not therefore ſtand in need of his bounty. 
J hold it neither juſt nor honourable to re- 
_ ceiveany thing from a Perſſan, or to beſtow 
health on Barbarians, who are the enemies 
of Greece. 


The Senate and People of 3 to Hr 
POCRATES. 


Ou city, O Hippocrates, is in the utmoſt 
danger of loſing its greateſt ornament. If 
Democritus is not cured of his madneſs, Ab- 
dera is deſtroy d. Forgetful of himſelf and 

oy every 
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every thing round him, he ſits up night and 
day, raves, and laughs at every thing. Mar- 
riages, merchandiſe, embaſſies, ſpeeches, 
magiſtracies, wounds, ſickneſs and death are 
alike the objects of his mirth. Diſorder'd 
both in body and mind, he ſearches into, and 

writes concerning the infernal regions, affirms 
that the air is full of * images, that he un- 
derſtands the language of birds, that he wan- 
ders into infinity, and there meets with 
beings like himſelf. Theſe dreadful ſymp- 
toms terrify and alarm us. Do not deſpiſe us 
therefore, but come immediately and fave our 

country. If you cure him, fame and riches 
| ſhall be your reward; RP though we are 
ſatisfied you prefer ee and reputation to 
all the gifts of fortune, yet muſt you permit 
us to ſhew our gratitude by a preſent worthy 
your acceptance. Were our city all of gold 


———_ 
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This alludes to the doctrine of Democritus of the tranſition 
of images, which ſucceed one another from a conſtant ſupply 
of atoms, adopted by Epicurus and his followers. 
24id Democritus (fays Tully,) gui tum imagines carumgue | 
circuitus in deorum numero refert, tum illam naturam que ima- 
gines fundat ac mittat tum ſcientiam intelligentiamgue noſtram, 
nonne in maximo errore verſatur? Cicero de nat. Deoru 11. 
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we would gladly 'beſtow it to purchaſe the 
health of Democritus. If he dyes, our laws 
muſt periſh with him. Come then, we im- 
plore thee, and be not only our phyſician, 
but our founder, and preſerver ; be the wall 
and bulwark of all Greece; for it is not a 
fingle city, but the whole country, which now 
aſks thy affiſtance. Imagine learning our 
interceſſor, and learning our Ambaſſador, 
in favour of their beloved Democritus. The 
riſing generation ſhall thank thee for preſer- 
ving him, who if he lives will by his pre- 
cepts render them ſuperior in their knowlege 
of truth to all paſt ages. You are deſcended 
from Mſculapius; he by the brothers fide 
from Hercules; from whom came our grea 
founder Abderus. Let this induce thee to 
comply with our requeſt. It is ſtrange that 
diſtempers ſhould thus ariſe from the exceſs 
of what is good. Too much knowledge 
hath caufed the madneſs of Democritus, 
while the common people of * Abdera, 


Ld 


*The people of Abaera, a city in Thrace, were remarkably 


dull and heavy. Juvenal calls it Verpecum Patria, and Mar- 
tate: | 


Aeaeritane pectora plebis habes. 
We meet with many other ſevere reflections on them, in 


antievt authors. = 
O 4 who 


se 


who are wholly illiterate, enjoy their ſenſes, 
and even thoſe, who were branded with con- 
tempt for their remarkable dulneſs and ſtu- 
pidity, have had ſagacity enough to diſcover 
the diſeaſe of the wiſeſt of men. Come 


then, and may Aſculapius and the daughter 


of Hercules aſſiſt thee. Bring with thee 
Pæonian remedies. Our earth abounds with 
roots, herbs and flowers of ſovereign efficacy 
in this diſtemper, and ſurely it will now, if 
ever, pour them forth in plenty to pre- 


| ſerve the health of its darling Democritus. 


Farewell. 


| HiepoCRATEs fo the Senate, and people of 


ABDERA. 


AMELESAGORAS, your fellow citizen, 
arrived at Cos on the day of our grand feſtival, 


As he ſeem'd by his countenance and manner 


to have ſome buſineſs of importance and 
which required diſpatch, I immediately read 
the letter he brought from you, and was not 


a little ſurpriſed to find your concern for the 


health of one man as great as if he had been 


the only one remaining in the city. Happy 


: doubtleſs is that people, who look on the 


wiſe 
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wiſe and good as better guardians of theif 
ſtate than walls and bulwarks. Men are 
the work of nature, and art the gift of the 
Gods. Let it not offend you then, O men 
of Abdera, if I fay it is not you, who now 
invite me, but nature herſelf, who calls on 
me to preſerve her nobleſt work from periſh- 
ing by this cruel diſtemper. In obedience 
therefore to the command of nature and the 

Gods, I haſten to cure Democritus, if he is 
indeed ſick, and you are not, as I could 
wiſh you were, deceived on this occaſion; 

though, if it is ſo, the uneaſineſs, which you 
expreſs at his ſuppoſed danger, is the ſtrongeſt 
mark of your eſteem for and tenderneſs to- 
wards him: But, if I come, remember, 
God and nature have promiſed me no re- 
ward, neither will I accept any from you. 
Do not therefore offer it. Let a liberal art re- 
main free. Thoſe, who meanly proſtitute 
their knowledge for hire, enſlave the ſciences. 
Such will flatter men, when diſeaſes are moſt 
dangerous, and alarm them with falſe fears, 
when they are not ſo ; will diſappoint where 
they have promiſed, and come when they 
are not ſent for. Human life is not on any 
account more miſerable than becauſe the in- 


tolerable 
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tolerable thirſt of gain hath, like a baleful 


wind, ſo ſpread its malignant influence over 
every part of it. Would to heaven phyſi- 


cians would all join their aid to cure this 


worſt delirium! I have always look'd on the 
various diſeaſes of the mind as ſo many 


diſtin ſpecies of madneſs, which diſturb our 


reaſon with ſtrange opinions and extravagant 


deſires ; and when theſe humours are purged 


off by virtue, the man recovers. If riches 
were my principal aim, O men of Abdera, 
ten talents would not have brought me to 
you. I ſhould have gone into Pera, where 
the king would have beſtowed on me as 
much filver and gold as I defired, after 1 
had removed the plague, which now reigns 
there. But J refuſed my aid to the enemies 
of Greece, Thus have I conquer'd the Bar- 


barians, I ſhould hold it a diſgrace to re- 


ceive any thing at the hands of Archelaus, 
and think myſelf an enemy to my country. 
True wealth does not conſiſt merely in riches, 
amaſs d together from every part and by every 
method. Virtue is a much nobler and more 
valuable poſſeſſion. As it is unwarrantable 


to preſerve our enemies, no leſs ſo is it to take 
a reward for curing our friends; I do not 


make 
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make a trade of my profeſſion. I was not 
glad to hear of the ſickneſs of Democritus. 
If he is well, he is my friend; if ill, and 1 
have the happineſs to cure him, he will be 
ſtill more ſo ; for I hear he is a man of hon- 


our and integrity and an ornament to your 
city. Farewell. 


FIrPPOCRATES fo PHILOP EMEN. 


WII the epiſtle from the people of A4. 
dera I received yours alſo, and ſhall gladly 
accept the kind offer of your houſe and other 
accommodations during my ſtay there, I 
ſhall come the more willingly as I have had 
ſome intimation by letter that this man is 
not really diſorder'd, but one, whoſe uncom- 
mon-wiſdom and ſuperior underſtanding have 
deceived the multitude into an opinion of his 
being mad. That he is a great and learned 
philoſopher, who being intirely free from 
family affairs ſpends whole days and nights 
in Caves and ſolitary places, lying down on 
the graſs, or by the banks of rivers ; all which 
is uſual with men of melancholly and con- 
templative diſpoſitions, who love filence and 
ſolitude, ad . as much as poſſible the 

ode 
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ſociety as well of friends as ſtrangers: Nor 
is it at all to be wonder'd at that thoſe, who 
apply themſelves cloſely to ſtudy and the 


culture of their minds, ſhould loſe all other 


cares in the ſearch of wiſdom; for as ſervants 
in a family, when left to themſelves, are for 
the moſt part noiſy and quarrelſome, but at 


fight of their miſtreſs are immediately re- 


duced to ſilence and order; ſo all the paſſions 
of men, which are turbulent and unruly, 
when wiſdom appears, are quieted or re- 
moved. Madmen do not ſeek retirement, 
but thoſe only, who from a contempt of the 
buſineſs and amuſements of the world, leave 
it in ſearch of eaſe and tranquillity: When 
the'mind, broken and ſubdued by accidents 


from without, would refreſh both itſelf and 


the body, it naturally flies to a place of reſt , 


where it may ſtand alone and look round, 48 
it were from an eminence, for the ſituation 


of true happineſs; where neither wife, chil- 
dren, ſervants, fortune, or any of the cares and 
concerns of life, may diſturb him; where 
the heavens ſhine forth, crown'd with ſtars 
moving on every fide; where noiſe and trou- 


ble dare not appear, but ſtand at a diſtance in 


aweful reverence of thoſe glorious deities, 
q wiſdom 
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wiſdom and virtue, which there reſide. 
To ſome ſuch delightful ſeat perhaps is 
Democritus retired, and from this love of 
ſolitude alone the Abderites ſuppoſe him mad. 
Prepare, O Philopemen, for my reception. I 
would not trouble the city at a time of gene- 
ral affliction, eſpecially when I have ſo old 
a friend as yourſelf from whom I am ſure of 
meeting with the ſincereſt welcome. 


HiPPOCRATES to Dronys1vs. 


MEET me at Halicarnaſſus. I muſt g0 to 
Democritus at Abdera. It is amazing, O my 
friend, to ſee how the whole city ſympathiſes 
vith one man and ſeems ſo to participate of 
his diſtemper as to want a cure as much as 
himſelf; though I have reaſon to think his 
diſeaſe is nothing but extraordinary learning 
and virtue, which in reality can never be 
hurtful to any. But whatever goes beyond 
the common bounds is look'd on by the ig- 
' norant multitude as a diſorder, Every one 
thinks that exceſs in another, which he is 
himſelf deficient in. Thus the coward e- 
ſteems fortitude a folly, and the covetous 
calls generoſity a crime, In regard to De- 


mocritus, 


Fa 
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mocritus, when I have ſeen and converſed 
with him I ſhall be better able to judge of 
his illneſs. Do you, O Dionyſus, make 
hafte hither ; where I would have you ſtay 
till my return, and take care 6f the city. 
From what cauſes I know not, but the year 
has hitherto been extremely healthful, fo 


that you will not have much trouble. You 


will live at my houſe. My wife is with her 


father and mother. Have an eye upon her 
conduct in my abſence. Her father is a 


man-of honour and ſpirit, but much in years. 
Women muſt always have ſome one near to 
reſtrain them; for they have by nature an 
intemperance, which if ſuffer'd to grow will 
like trees unpruned ſhout out into a vicious 
luxuriancy. A friend on theſe occaſions is 
always preferable to a parent; for one is free 
from that natural affection, which too often 
inclines the other to partiality, and renders 
bim incapable of adviſing and reproving as 
he ought. Where paſſion interferes the leaſt 
there is always the greateſt ſhare of diſcreti- 
ON, 
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I went to reſt laſt night, not without the 
greateſt care and ſolicitude, with the thoughts 
of Democritus ſtrongly impreſs d on my 
mind; and a little before morning had this 
extraordinary dream ; from which, at the 
| ſame time that I was much aſtoniſh'd at it, 
I drew an omen of my future ſucceſs. Me- 
thought I no ſooner arrived at the gates of 

Abdera than Æſculapius himſelf appear'd to 
me; not with that mildneſs and complacen- 
cy in his countenance, which we meet with 
in the ſtatues of him, but with an aſpe& 
frowning and ſeemingly full of trouble: 
Behind him were ſerpents of moſt exquiſite 
beauty, which trail'd after him, and hiſs d as 
is uſual in ſandy and deſart platen Near 
him were ſeveral ſervants with boxes of me- 
dicinal preparations. The God ſtretch'd forth 
his hand to me, which I eagerly embraced, 
and begg d him to go with and aſſiſt me in 
the important buſineſs, which brought me 
to Abdera ; to which he reply'd, you will 
not want my aid. This Goddeſs, adored by 
mortal and immortal beings, ſhall protect 
thee, At theſe words I turn'd round and be- 

hold 
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held a large and beautiful woman in a mag- 

nificent robe; her hair tyed up with an air 
of the greateſt ſimplicity, with eyes that 
darted forth a kind of ſtarry luſtre, The 
God withdrew, and the woman, taking hold 
of my hand, led me through the city, and 
when we came to the houſe vaniſh'd like 
a ſpectre, with theſe words, to morrow I 


ſhall find thee with Democritus. I had juſt 


time to aſk her her name, to which ſhe an- 
ſwerd, I am Truth. She, whom you ſee 
approaching towards you, is Opinion. She 

lives at Abdera. No ſooner had ſhe ſaid this, 
when the other woman came up to me, with 


a perſon not diſagreeable, but a countenance 


full of fierceneſs and pride. At the ſight of 
her I ſuddenly awoke, and on reflection thus 
expounded this ſtrange dream. That the 
God of phyſick ſhould leave me in that man- 


ner and aſſure me I had no need of medicine 


to aſſiſt me, I interpreted to ſignify that De- 


mocritus wanted not a phyſician ; that truth 


dwells with him, becauſe he is in perfect 


health; and that his ſickneſs is nothing but 


the fooliſh opinion of it, which reigns among 
the people of Abdera. Theſe things, O Phi- 


I believe. Dreams are not to be re- 
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jected; eſpecially when the circumſtances 


of them are ranged in ſo much order, and 


have ſo great an appearance of probability. 


Phyſick and divination bear the greateſt a- 


nalogy to each other. One god, Apollo, our 


great anceſtor, is the father of them both; 


who alone can remove all preſent diſeaſes, 
and foretell thoſe, which are to come. 


HIPPOCRATES TO DAMAGETUS. 


I T was as we expected, O Damagetus; 
 Democritus is not mad, but full of learning 


and wiſdom, which he imparts to me and 


all, who converſe with him. I have ſent 
back the ſhip, which truly deſerves to becall'd 
the ſhip of Aſculapius. Together with 


the ſun let the figure of health be engraved 


on it. We faild with a proſperous gale and 
arrived at Abdera the very day, on which 1 
had wrote word that I ſhould be there. The 
whole city, men and women, old and young, 


were gather'd together at the gates in expec- 
tation of me; who all ſhew'd at firſt in 


their faces and behaviour the deepeſt afflic- 
tion for the ſickneſs of Democritus; but on 
dent of me ſeem'd to return as it were to 

5 themſelves 
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themſelves, and entertain hopes of his reco- 
very. Philop@men conducted me to his 
houſe, with which they were highly pleaſed. 
I told them I could do nothing till I had ſeen 
Democritus; upon which the people, with 
loud acclamations of joy, led me through 
the Forum, while the croud throng'd on 
every fide of me crying out help him, cure 
him, fave him. I encouraged them, aſſuring 
them that an Erze/jian wind favour'd my de- 
fgn, and gave me the greateſt hopes of ſuc- 
ceſs. Pehind the tower, near the walls of 
the city, we came to a high hill, ſet thick 
with poplars; from whence we ſaw the ha- 
bitation of Democritus, and the philoſopher 
bimſelf alone under the ſhade of a ſmall 
plane-tree, in a ſhort gown, which hung 


jooſe on his ſhoulders. He had a long beard, 


ſeem'd pale and lean, and was fitting on a 


ftone. A little rivulet trickled down a hil- 
lock adjoining to the place, near which was 
a kind of temple dedicated, as I ſuppoſe, to 
tome nymph, and ſurrounded with vines, 
which grew wild about it. He held a book 
upon Lis knee, and others lay ſcatter'd on 
each ſide; and by him in a heap were ſeveral 
carcaſſes of animals, which he had diſſected. 


He 
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He was ſometimes intent on the writing 
before him, and a little while after ſeem'd 
entirely wrapp'd up in the moſt ſerious me- 
ditation. He then roſe up and walk'd; 
look'd in the bowels of the animals, and 
laying them aſide return'd to his feat. The 
Abderites in the mean time obſerving him, 
and crying out to me, you ſee,O Hippocrates, 
his diſtemper, and that he knows not what 
he would have, or what he is doing; one 
of them look'd at him and wept bitter- 
ly, as if he had been robb'd of all that was 
dear to him. Democritus, ſeeing him, 
ſmiled, left off his writing, and ſhook his 
head. I then deſired the Abderites to ſtay 
there, and let me go nigher to him, that I 


might the better learn the nature of his Diſ- 


temper. The deſcent was ſo ſteep that I 
could not keep my foot from flipping, but 
I fell upon him as he was writing. I ſtood 
ſome time expecting him to leave off, which 
he did, and laying down his pen he ſaid, 
| hail to thee, O gueſt: To thee alſo, re- 
ply'dI, O Democritus, thou wiſeſt of men. 
What name, ſaid he, ſhould I have ſaluted 


thee by; to which I anſwer'd, Hippocrates 


the phyſician. The nobility of your family, 
gs | ſaid 
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he, and your extraordinary ſkill in phyſick, 

have long ſince heard of; but what buſineſs 
brought you hither ? Sit a here and in- 
form me. This verdant feat, ſtrow'd with 
leaves, is ſoft and pleaſant, and to me far 
beyond the pompous dwellings of the great, 
ever obnoxious to care and envy, Tell me 
freely whether you are come on a publick or 
private buſineſs; whatever it be, you may 
depend on my readineſs to aſſiſt you. I 
came, reply'd I, to ſee and converſe with 
the wile Democritus; but I am obliged to 
the whole city for the opportunity, being 
{ent by them on a publick embaſly. You 
thall then, faid he, be my gueſt. You 
know, reply'd I, Philapæmen your fellow 
citizen, who lives ncar tie fountain Hermais, 
am his gueſt in the city, but permit me, O 
Democritus, to be yours here, and entertain 
me with an account of what you are now 
writing. Iam Wing, anſwer'd he, after 
a ſhort pauſe, concerning madneſs, what it 
is, whence it ariſes, and by what means it 


may be removed. O Jupiter, cry'd I, moſt. 


luckily then will your diſcourſe fit the pre- 
ſent occaſion, and be the ſevereſt ſatire on 
the city. What city, {aid he, turning ſud- 


denly 
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denly. But I evaded his queſtion and de- 
fired him to go on. Theſe animals pro- 
ceeded he, which you ſee here, J have for 
this purpoſe diſſected ; not from a cruel plea- 
ſure of deſtroying the works of god, but 
in order to diſcover the nature and feat of the 
bile, the redundance of which you cannor 
be ignorant is the principal cauſe of madneſs 
among men, and indeed of many other dif- 
orders. Your obſervation, ſaid I, O De 

mocritus, is extremely juſt, How fortu- 
nate are you to be able to enjoy yourſelf and 
improve\ygur mind in fo delicious a retire- 
ment! Diſeaſes, deaths, children, fervants 
and the like, cut off from me all hopes of a 
Happineſs like this. At theſe words he burſt 
into a fit of exceſſive laughter, which 


the Abderites, who were at ſome di- 


ſtance, perceiving, beat their heads and 
' breaſts, tore their hair and ſhew'd every to- 
ken of ſorrow; becauſe, as they afterwards 
told me, they had never before ſeen him 
laugh ſo vehemently ; which they look'd on 
as the ſtrongeſt ſymptom of his madneſs. I 
then aſk'd him what could occaſion this ex- 
traordinary mirth. I told him, if I had 
faid any thing ridiculous, I would gladly 
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correct myſelf; and, if 1 had not, I hoped 


he would own he was to blame for this im- 
moderate laughter. If, ſaid he, you can 
convince me I am to blame for that, Q 
Hippocrates, you will work a cure indeed. 


Would you not, ſaid I, think it abſurd to 


laugh at diſeaſes, death, madneſs, melan- 


cholly, or any other of the misfortunes in- 


cident to human life; or, on the other 
hand, at marriages, publick feſtivals, reli- 
gious rites, honours, magiſtracies, or the 
like? Would you laugh indiſcriminately at 
every thing; at thoſe, whom we ſhould 
pity, and thoſe, whom we ſhould rejoice 
with; and thus make no diſtinction be- 
tween good and evil? True, faid he, O 
Hippocrates; but you do not as yet know at 
what and whom I laugh; which, when you 


are acquainted with, I am fatisfy'd you will . 
own you have learn'd ſomething from me 


that may repay the labour of your journey, 
and be of ſervice both to yourſelf, and 


to your fellow-citizens. You will perhaps, 


in return, teach me the ſcience of phyſick, 


when I ſhall have ſhew'd you with how 


much eagerneſs men follow thoſe things, 


which are of no value, and ſpend their 
lives 
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lives in the purſuit of ſuch only as are fit to 
do be laugh'd at and deſpiſed. Is man then, 

ſaid I, diſorder'd and ignorant of his diſeaſe, 
or can he not find out a remedy, and ſend 
for aſſiſtance? May he not traverſe this 
whole globe for a cure? And beyond this 


there is nothing. Fall not into that error, 


interrupted he, do not think rich nature ſo 
poor and barren, Know, there is an infinite 
number of worlds beſides this, which we 
inhabit. If you launch out into infinity, 
laid I, I fear you will laugh again. Pro- 
ceed, I beg you, in your account of thoſe 
things, which are the objects of your mirth. 
.You think then, ſaid he, looking ftedfaſtly 
on me, I make no difference between good 
and evil; but know, I laugh at only one 
kind of men; men ignorant of truth and 
virtue ; children in their Judgments, ſub- 
jecting themſelves to the greateſt toils without 
the leaſt real profit or advantage from them; 
wandering in ſearch of riches to the utmoſt 
limits of the earth; when in poſſeſſion 
of their defired wealth, no leſs anxious 
for its preſervation; and ever dreading, 
not that they ſhould be really unhappy, 
but that they ſhould be eſteem'd ſo, 
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digging into the bowels of the earth 


for filver and gold, which when found 
they perhaps look on with contempt. 


Some laviſh away their fortunes in dogs and 


horſes, while others purchaſe lands, houſes 
and eſtates, and are maſters of every thing 
but themſelves. Some marry, and ſoon af. 
ter part from their wives; firſt love, then 
hate; bring up children with care and ſoli- 


citude and then caſt them off to poverty and 


ruin. Does not this deſerve our laughter ? 
Is it not fooliſh, irrational and next to mad- 
neſs, ior men to be perpetually at variance 
with themſelves, without a thought of that 
quiet, which is alone deſireable; to change 
their money into land; that land into mo- 
ney again; always graſping at thoſe riches, 
which when got they bury or ſquander 
away? Fellow- citizens, brethren, and pa- 
rents deſtroy each other for thoſe poor poſ- 
ſeſtions, which in a few years they muſt all 
part with. They deſpiſe their friends and 
country when deſtitute and oppreſs d; prize 


inanimate and idle trifles as real wealth; give 


an extravagant price for a dumb and lifeleſs 
image; and at the ſame time contemn the 
words of truth, and the precepts of the wile; 


value 
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value things merely from the difficulty of 
obtaining them; whilſt they live on the 
continent, they envy the inhabitants of an 


iſland; if on an iſland, they will remove to 


the continent. Every man harangues in 
praiſe of courage, and acts himſelf like a 
Mer ſites; the ſlave of avarice, pride, lux- 


ury and every paſſion in its turn. Why 


ſhould not I, O Hippocrates, laugh at all, 
when every man laughs at his neighbour's 
follies without ſeeing his own ? The ſol- 
dier, the ſailor, the epicure, the lover, and 
the husbandman,afford mirth for each other. 
Hence ariſe eternal diviſions amongſt men, 
who violate the laws of truth and reaſon and 
make themſelves unhappy, Nothing faid I, 
O Democritus, is more juſt than what you 
| have obſerved, or can better ſhew the miſer- 
able ſtate of mankind; but the different 
actions, the various buſineſs and affairs of 
life, in which we are by the great law of 
nature engaged, muſt make theſe diſſentions 
and theſe errors unovoidable. We are born 
with an averſion to indolence and inactivity, 


and the ambition of excelling others may 
lead the wiſeſt into miſtakes. 


Though we 
take the utmoſt care, 


we cannot foreſee 
what 
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what will happen. He, that marries, does 
not think of a divorce. When a man takes 
pains in the education of his children, he 
does not at that time know that death, or 
their own indiſcretion, will deprive him of 
them. It muſt be thus in many other cir- 
cumſtances; we are led on by the hopes of 
good, and do not ſee the ill. Your laughter 
therefore is not in every thing defenſible. 
Hippocrates, reply'd Democritus, you muſt 
doubtleſs miſapprehend me. I do not mean 
to laugh at ſuch as act with that prudence 
and diſcretion, but at thoſe only, who blind- 
ly purſue their inordinate defires, and never 
ſuffer wiſdom to direct them. To a wiſe 
man the viciſſitude of human affairs, which 
like a wheel are always revolving, is a ſuf- 
ficient monitor ; whilſt thoſe, on the other 
hand, whom I deride, look on every thing 
as fd and invariable, and never being 
aware of accidents, or prepared againſt 
them, are perpetually involved in calami- 
ties. If every one would act as well as he 
could, would not extend his deſires beyond 
their due bounds, but follow nature, and 
be content with what ſhe alone could 
ſupply hi e might be happy. As 


when 
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when the body is in perfect health, the paſ- 
ſions of men are moſt ſolicitous, and there- 
fore more to be dreaded; ſo in proſperity 
we have generally the leaſt caution. It is 
misfortune only, which makes us wiſe. Some 
are indeed ſo inſenſible of every thing, which 
paſſes round them, as to reap no advantage 
from daily experience; and even in the ſpace 
of a long life, not ſo to obſerve what has 
been, as to foreſee what may happen here- 
after. Theſe men are the objects of my 
laughter, who ſuffer for their own folly and 
extravagance. The cunning and artifice of 
mankind, which ſhews itſelf in their mali- 
cious deſigns againſt each other, no words 
ein expreſs; their lyes and frauds, their love of 
pleaſure, which they ſo openly extol, and the 
bounds, which they ridiculouſly ſet to virtue. 
They embrace the very things, which they 
had condemn'd ; abhor the ſea, and are yet 
perpetually on it ; leave off agriculture from 
diſguſt, and take it up again by choice; 
part from one woman to marry another ; 
bury the children, which they had educated, 
and afterwards get more, and thus encreaſe 
their cares; wiſh for old age, and when it 


comes 
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comes complain of it; and are, in ſhort, in 
no degree or condition of life whatever eaſy 
or contented. Kings would be private men, 
and private men would be kings. The ſtateſ- 
man envies the happineſs of the low me- 
chanic, the mechanic extols the dignity of 
the ſtateſman, and wiſhes for his power and 
authority; whilſt, in the mean time, the 
ſafe and eaſy road of virtue is not ſeen, or 
if ſeen neglected. Men prefer the rough 
and thorny paths, where they purſue each 
other, where all ſlip, and moſt of them fall 
and are loſt. Luſt urges on ſome to adulte- 
ry; others are poiſon'd by avarice, or given 


up to treachery and perfidiouſneſs; and if 


by conferring a benefit they gain a friend, 
they quickly repent of their generoſity, and 
make him their enemy; whilſt thoſe, who 
are raiſed by ambition, fink under the weight 
of their crimes, and fall headlong into ruin 
and deſtruction: What are theſe but in- 
fants, who are delighted with any thing that 
chance throws in their way? Where is the 
difference between them and the brutes, un- 


leſs indeed that the latter, when they have 


enough, are contented ? Does the lion bury 
his treaſures in the earth; or the bull uſurp 
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a power over his fellow creatures, which he 
has no right to? The boar thirſts, but that 
thirſt is ſoon quench'd ; and the wolf, when 
he has laid his appetite, 1s tame and gentle ; 
but inſatiate man feaſts day and night and 
yet is never fatisfy'd, Beaſts propagate their 
ſpecies as the proper ſeaſons return, but man 
is a ſlave to his luſt throughout the whole 
year; and ſhall I not, O Hzppocrates, laugh 
at him, who complains that love hath robb'd 
him of all the bleſſings of life, and drives 


him over ſeas, rocks, and precipices, and into 


a thouſand dangers? Shall I not laugh at him, 
who curſes the ſea for ſwallowing up the 
ſhip, which his ownavarice had ſunk by overla 


ding? For ſuch follies laughter is not ſufficient; - 


they deſerve a ſeverer puniſhment: May no 
| remedy ever be apply'd to ſuch diſeaſes! 1 

would not have them cured, Theſe Æſculapius 
ſhould have taught you never to remove; 
Aſculapius, your great and renown'd anceſ- 
tor, who for his ſervices to mankind obtain d 
of the gods ſo glorious a reward, The 
whole world ſeems to conſpire againſt man 
that inhabits it, and to load him with innu- 


merable calamities. Even from our birth we 


are diſeaſed, In infancy uſeleſs and impo- 
tent 
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tent; in youth mad and wicked; in man- 
hood daring and inſolent ; in age wither'd, 
faint, and miſerable. Some are proud and 
revengeful, others drunken and incontinent ; 
ſome perpetually imploy'd in ſearch of their 
_ neighbour's wealth, others no leſs buſy in 
ſquandering their own. Could we detect 
the hidden actions of men, we ſhould ſee 
them laying ſnares to deceive each other ; 
ſee their falſe joys and pretended ſorrows ; 
ſee them betraying their friends, and 
- over-reaching their enemies. Rich and poor, 
old and young, the ſordid and the extrava- 
gant, the grave and the gay, the wiſe and 
the fooliſh, all diſſemble. Pictures, horſes, 
ſtatues, and the like, amuſe one half ; war, 
merchandiſe, agriculture, the forum, and 
the theatre engage the other. Who can ſee 
ſuch and refrain from laughter ; ſuch as look 
on wiſdom as the higheſt folly, by whom 
even your art is deſpiſed? Phyſick has ſuf- 
fer d much both from envy and ingratitude 
for the ſick man, when reſtored to health, 
attributes his preſervation to fortune or the 
Gods. Many think themſelves indebted to 
the goodneſs of their conſtitution only for 
their * and treat their phyſician with 
eontempt; 
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contempt; many from vanity condemn anart, 
which they are ignorant of; and envy prevents 
men from beſtowing on others of the ſame 
pirofeſſion that praiſe, which they deſerve, I 
am ſure, O Hippocrates, you are no ſtranger to 
indignities of this kind, though I know you 
never willingly hurt the authors of them. 
At theſe words, O Damagetus, he ſmiled, 
and with ſuch grace as made him appear in 
my eyes almoſt divine. I then thus addrefs'd 
myſelf to him. O moſt excellent Democri- 
tus, I ſhall carry back to Cos the nobleſt 
teſtimonies of your bounty, when you ſhall 
have fill'd me with wiſdom. I muſt indeed 
report you deeply {kill'd in the knowlege 
of human nature, and the inveſtigator of 
truth, With my own mind reſtored to vir- 
tue I depart, to take care of the bodies of 
others. To-morrow, I fhall return. Saying 
this, I aroſe, He follow'd me, and put 
into my hands ſome books. I went back 
to the Abderites, who were waiting for me. 
O men of Abdera, ſaid I, I return you my 
ſincereſt thanks for ſending me to Democri- 
tus, who is, doubtleſs, the wiſeſt of mor- 
tals, and the only one capable of inſtructing 


mankind. 


mankind. This is what I had to inform 
you of, O Damagetus, and which I now 
ſend you with the utmoſt ſatisfaction, con- 
cerning Democritus. Farewell. 


